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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 7, 2023 
  9:30 AM 

             The Holy Eucharist:  Rite Two  
 
Opening Hymn   Jesus lives!       Hymnal 195, 4 vv. 
 
The Asperges 
 During Eastertide, the People are sprinkled, during the hymn,  

 with holy water as a reminder of their Baptism.   
 

The Word of God 
 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 

The Celebrant may say 

 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts aby the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.   
 
Song of Praise     Canticle 20, Glory to God 
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Music:  From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950).  Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc.   
Used by permission of RiteSong a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.   

 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.   
Celebrant Let us pray. 
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Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

All are seated for the readings.  -+ 
 

A Reading from Acts 7:55-60 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then 
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid 
their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he 
had said this, he died. 
Reader  The Word of the Lord.    
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 In te, Domine, speravi 

1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; * 
deliver me in your righteousness. 

2 Incline your ear to me; * 
make haste to deliver me. 

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
for you are my tower of strength. 
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5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
for you have redeemed me, 
O LORD, O God of truth. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me. 

 

A reading from the First Letter of Peter 2:2-10 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
 

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the very head of the corner”, and 
“A stone that makes them stumble, 

and a rock that makes them fall.” 
 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 

Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; 

once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 
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Reader  The Word of the Lord.    
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
The Sequence Hymn        In Christ there is no East or West      Hymnal 529, 2 vv. 

 
Celebrant         The holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
John 14:1-14 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I 
am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you 
will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not 
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show 
us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do 
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon                              The Rev. Barry M. Signorelli 
                                         A period of Silence follows the Sermon 
 

The Nicene Creed             BCP 358 

The Prayers of the People:  Form III   

The Intercessor and the People pray responsively. 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  
That we all may be one.  
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Carlye our Bishop Diocesan, and Barry 
our Celebrant; for Pam and Micki, our Wardens, and our Vestry and parish leaders; 
for the ministers and people of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, the Free 
Methodist Church, and all who worship here; in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, for 
the Clergy, Wardens and People of Trinity and St. Philip’s Cathedral, Newark, House of 
Prayer, and St. Andrew’s, Newark, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons.   
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
 

We pray for Joe, our President; Kamala, our Vice President; for the members of 
Congress; for the Justices of the Supreme Court; for all federal, State, and local 
judiciaries; for all who serve the public in state and local governments; for members 
of the Armed Services in active duty: Melissa Kramer, Michael Hollis, and for all who 
govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
 

Remembering the sick and afflicted among our parish family and friends, especially 
Judy Pafford, Leif Hasland, Gregory Rosado, Ken Kennedy, Darren Weite, Toniann Weite, 
Kathy Giangrande, Bill Gibson, Jimmy Gallichio, Gladys Hughes, Gail Apelian, Luis Gómez, 
Ken Lorenz, Sue Sweetland, Luis Miranda, Naomi Horsky, Thomas Linker, John Clark  
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Dorothy Barcellona, Jorge Gutierrez, Lisa Gallichio, Raphael Pagan, Peter Eagler,Maryann 
Dejough, Maryellen Suscreba, Nancy Young; _____________________ 
for all victims of gun violence in the U.S.;  
have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress.  
 

Remembering especially the birthdays of Charlene Prall, Bill Wells__________ 
make us mindful of all your blessings;  
That we may proclaim your love to the world.   
 

Remembering Blessed Mary the Godbearer and St. Peter, we praise you for your 
saints who have entered into joy[_____________________________________];  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
 

The Celebrant says 
 

I bid your petitions, intercessions, and thanksgivings, to be offered now, either 
silently or aloud. 
 

Silence 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
The Peace 
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Announcements 

Prayer for a Birthday 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant, as 
s/he begins another year.  Grant that s/he may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen his/her trust in your goodness all the days of his/her life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.    BCP p. 830 #50 
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Prayer for an Anniversary 
O gracious and ever living God, look mercifully on N. and N., who come to renew 
the promises they have made to each other. Grant them your blessing, and assist 
them with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and 
keep their promises and vows; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.     
Book of Occasional Services 2018   p. 168 
 
Prayer for Travelers 
O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go:  Preserve those who travel; surround them with 
your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in safety to their 
journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  BCP p 831 #5 
                     

The Holy Communion  
 

The Offertory Hymn      Christ is made the sure foundation         Hymnal 518, 3 vv. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving                                     BCP 367 

Preface of Easter   

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
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But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has 
taken away the sin of the world.  By his death he has destroyed death, and by his 
rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.   
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:   

Holy, Holy, Holy S 129 

 

 

 

 
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music # S 129 Holy, holy, holy Lord:  Setting:  Robert Powell (b. 1932) 
Used by permission of RiteSong a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.  
 

Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

The Lord’s Prayer        BCP 364 
 

The Breaking of the Bread       BCP 364 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 
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Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
The Fraction Anthem S 164 

 

 
 

 

 
 
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #164 Setting from Deutsche Messe; Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828) 
Used by permission of RiteSong a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.    

 

Instrumental Music during Communion 
 

The Prayer after Communion                     BCP 366  

The People stand as are able and pray with the Celebrant 
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Easter Blessing 
 

Celebrant And now may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Shepherd of the flock, through the 
blood of the everlasting Covenant, make you perfect in every good 
work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his 
sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.     

 

 

Closing Hymn                Sing, ye faithful             Hymnal 492, 3 vv. 
        
 
 

The Dismissal                                                                                   BCP 366 
 
 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia.     
  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Sunday, May 7, 2023 - Fifth Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist:  The Rev. Barry M. Signorelli, Celebrant and Preacher 
 
St. Peter’s Cares Collection 
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