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Letter of the Rector
Dear Sisters and Brothers at St. Peter’s Church,
St. Peter’s Church is entering into an exciting phase of our history. The
Vestry has responded to Warden Tom Hughes’ encouragement to begin a ministry to the Hispanic Community of Clifton.
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Can we imagine how God
will expand
our
minds
and hearts as
we embrace
one another
as sisters and
brothers
in
Christ?

If you would walk around the neighborhood, you would notice many
stores and restaurants serving the Hispanic Community. People coming to St.
Peter’s Haven were asking when we had a Spanish Mass. Our community is ripe
for this new outreach of the Gospel to our sisters and brothers.
When we put together our five year plan, we included money to support
a Hispanic Ministry. Over the years, people in the parish began to see that our
neighborhood had changed and we were being invited to respond to the changes
around us.
On this Ash Wednesday evening, as I was returning from the Narthex to
the Sacristy after the evening Holy Eucharist, a woman with her two young sons
entered the church and asked if I would give them ashes? “Of course,” I said,
“come up to the Communion Rail and I will give you ashes.” She then told me
that she lived across the street from the church and would worship with us if we
had a Spanish Mass.
Part of our Baptismal Covenant includes our promise to “proclaim by
word and example the Good News of God in Christ.” Our beginning a Hispanic
Ministry flows from this promise. We all know the parable of the Good Samaritan. Sharing the Good News involves us in looking around us and asking ourselves what are we doing to share the message of God’s love with those who are
our neighbors? We are invited to become Good Samaritans.
Some of us are afraid that if we begin a Hispanic Ministry we will stop
our English ministry. Our plan to begin a Hispanic Ministry is an expansion of
our ministry. We want to engage in a ministry to both the English and Spanishspeaking communities.
We also do not know the gifts we will receive by beginning this ministry.
When we expanded our ministry to include the members of Christ Church in
Belleville, we did not know how we would be changed by that move. Today we
are grateful for the unimagined gifts we received from the Christ Church members. We now consider ourselves as one church. Can we consider our expansion
into a Hispanic Ministry in the same way? Can we wonder what will be the unimagined gifts we will share with each other? Can we imagine how God will expand our minds and hearts as we embrace one another as sisters and brothers in
Christ? Let us pray that God give us the wisdom and grace for this mission.
Peace.
Peter De Franco+ OSB
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Worship and Spirituality
Confirmation Class 2017

Garden of Mary
As part of our outreach to the Hispanic Community, St.
Peter’s Church will
organize a Garden
for Mary in the large
plot in front of the
church. The centerpiece of the garden
will feature a copy
of Michelangelo's image of the Virgin of
Bruges.
Sal Lagatutta, a Master Gardener, will
oversee the project. Marcin Iwanicki, Sexton,
will work with Sal in installing the statue.

On May 6, Justin Abreu, Kenya Buggs, Michael
Hollis and Abby Prall were confirmed by Bishop
Mark Beckwith at Trinity and St. Philip’s Cathedral
in Newark. The Confirmation takes place at the Cathedral to allow the various churches of the diocese
to come together with one another at the central
church of the Diocese as a sign of the unity of the
churches with the Bishop.
Justin, Michael and Abby concluded a two
year process of formation with Gladys Hughes and
Michael Petti learning how to follow Jesus in the
Episcopal Church. Their formation included leaning
about the Bible, the Book of Common Prayer, the
structure of the Holy Eucharist and Christian History. Ross Sweetland offered a class on the structure
and meaning of the Church Building. Kenya was
baptized at the Easter Vigil and was confirmed as
the conclusion of her Christian initiation. The Diocese of Newark celebrates the confirmation of
members at the Cathedral, the seat of the Bishop,
to gather the churches together as a sign of the unity of the churches with the Bishop and with one another.
While Alana Muller also prepared for Confirmation, she will be confirmed in 2018.

The plants will be chosen from the variety of species found in medieval gardens where
these flowers were traditionally connected
with Mary. Lincoln Cathedral in England retains its medieval cloister Garden. Since our
Lady is the Cathedral’s Patron, their garden
contains many of the medieval flowers associated with Mary. The plants for St. Peter’s Garden for Mary will be based from those found at
Lincoln Cathedral. Some of
the offerings include Lily of the
Valley or our Lady’s tears, Solomon’s Seal or our
Lady’s Seal,
Rosemary , Lady’s Mantle, Roses, our Lady’s
Bells or Snowdrops, the marigold or Mary’s
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Wednesday Gatherings

2017 Annual Meeting

Senior Coffee Club

St. Peter’s Church conducted its annual meeting on
March 12, 2017. The Annual Meeting is charged
with receiving reports on the state of the parish,
approving the Annual Budget and voting for Wardens and members of the Vestry. John Muller was
elected as Warden and Janice Serafini as a member
of the Vestry. This year the parish also approved
an amendment to the By-Laws of the Parish and reduced the minimum number of Vestry Members to
three. With a drop in the income of the parish
from pledges, the Parish approved a budget which
included decreases in the hours of the paid staff
including the Organist, Parish Administrator and the
Rector.

Ross Sweetland has conducted Senior Coffee
Club Meetings on the first and third Wednesday of each month. During 2016-17, the
group read Ann Lamott’s book Traveling Mercies. The discussions and prayer around the
table helped all involved to better see God
at work in their lives and in the support of
the members of the group.

Parish Staff
Clergy:
The Reverend Peter De Franco, Rector
Wardens
Thomas Hughes & John Muller, Wardens
Vestry
Class of 2017: Vinnette Greenwood
Class of 2018: Janice Serafini
Class of 2019: Janet Wells
Treasurer: John Tauber
Delegates to Convention
Gladys Hughes, Betty Jo Wilkinson
Michael Petti (Alternate)
Staff:
Nicholas Hopkins, Organist
Angie Rispoli, Parish Administrator
Marcin Iwanicki, Sexton

Interfaith Monthly Group
On June 9th our inter-faith group gathered at
Nurden's house to share an Iftar meal together. Iftar is the "breaking of the fast" celebrated each night during Ramadan. The
evening began with a prayer and lively conversation over delicious Turkish food. Our
celebration was honoring our year together
and our monthly gatherings at the Ant Book
Store on the second Wednesday of every
month. Topics ranged from women celebrated and honored by both Muslim and Christian
women, prayer and the different ways we
pray and the current events in both Turkey
and the United States. As a group, the Christian women promised to fast in whatever way
they were able every Wednesday in collaboration with our Muslim sisters during Ramadan We are looking forward to our first
meeting in September and welcome anyone
who would like to join us. Gladys Hughes

Wednesday Healing Eucharist
The Wednesday Healing Eucharist will continue on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 10
AM in Christ Chapel. The July Eucharist will
be celebrated on July 12, the Second
Wednesday, since the Rector will be on vacation during the 4th week of July. The Healing Eucharist is a time for a midweek prayer
and to ask for God’s healing grace.
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Parish News
Warden Thomas Hughes receives David
P. Hegg II Lifetime Achievement Award

Activities During Lent
Ecumenical Worship on Wednesday
On the Wednesdays of Lent, St. Peter’s Church
participated in a series of worship events at
the Protestant Churches of Clifton and Bloomfield. There were worship events at Athenia
Reformed Church,
Brookdale Reformed
Church of Bloomfield, 1st Presbyterian
Church, and United Reformed Church. While
1st Lutheran Church planned to host an event,
the worship was cancelled after a snow storm.
The final event was a Holy Eucharist at United
Reformed Church. At each event, a collection
was taken for the different outreach ministries
associated with the churches.

Stations of the Cross
On Sunday, June 11, 2017, Thomas Hughes
received the David P. Hegg II Lifetime Achievement Award of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark.
The awards were presented to senior members of
the congregations of the diocese in recognition
of diligent and faithful service to the church.
The event began with a reception in the Parish
Hall of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Morristown followed by Evensong. The Adult and Children Choirs offered traditional Anglican chant
and other exceptional choral pieces for Evensong.
Bishop Mark Beckwith presided and
preached at the Evensong.
Tom first attended Trinity Episcopal
Church in Kearny, his home town, and he and his
wife Gail began a search for an Episcopal Church
closer to their Clifton home. While they live
closer to Grace Church in Nutley, they were attracted by the friendliness of St. Peter’s Church.
Tom has served as a member of the Vestry
before being elected Warden. He brings his financial expertise to the table with his assistance
in developing the annual budget with John
Tauber. Tom also audits the financial records of
St. Peter’s Church as is required by the National
Episcopal Church.

As
a
project
f o r
Lent,
differe n t
groups
in the
church
c o l o r e d
black
and white images of the various Stations of
the Cross. Members of the parish used their
creativity in selecting different colors for the
images. The Stations of the Cross were presented in the Church for Holy Week along with
the smaller
images
of
the Stations.
The
Parish
celebrates
the Stations
of the Cross
on Good Friday
Afternoon.
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St. Peter’s Haven
New Faces at St. Peter’s Haven

Backpack Drive
St. Peter’s Haven is collecting Backpacks and
School Supplies for the annual Backpack Drive.
As families prepare for the 2017-18 School
Year, the Haven will distribute these items for
children returning to school in September.
The following items are being gathered: Backpacks, Pens, Pencils, Crayons (24 Pack), Markers, Composition Books, Spiral Notebooks and
Glue Sticks. Cash donations are also accepted. The Haven office is open Tuesday through
Friday from 9 AM to 3 PM. Donations can also
be dropped off at church.

Community Gardens
St. Peter’s Haven has witnessed a change in the
leadership of the organization. Kevin Donahue
was recently hired as Executive Director and
Manager of St. Peter’s Haven replacing the Rev.
Peter De Franco who worked as Executive Director.
Kevin comes to St. Peter’s with considerable experience in the non-profit world. He previously
worked in a start-up organization as well as other faith based organizations.
Adriana Alfaro has assumed the responsibilities
of Social Worker. While her primary focus will
address the concerns of the families in the
Homeless Shelter, she will also do some work
with persons coming to the Healthy Food Pantry.
She will assess their need and work to develop
programs to address those needs.
Elida Velez comes on the staff as an assistant in
the Healthy Food Pantry. Her responsibilities include processing clients, sorting food donations
and taking in the food from the Food Bank. She
replaces Valeria Lozano who entered the US Navy. Valeria has successfully completed boot
camp and is awaiting her assignment.

St. Peter’s Haven has entered its third year
with Community Gardens. The Gardens are
located at the homeless shelters run by St. Peter’s Haven. While the Gardens are planned
by Lillian Vega, Administrative Assistant for St.
Peter’s Haven, she involves clients of the
Healthy Food Pantry to weed, water and harvest vegetables and herbs from the gardens.
The primary purpose of the gardens is to teach
clients how to set up and grow their own vegetables in home gardens. Those clients who do
not have access to a home garden are invited
to work in the Haven’s Gardens and to harvest
vegetables for their families.
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Parish News: Holy Week
Holy Week At St. Peter’s Church
Palm Sunday
The Celebration of Holy Week begins with Palm
Sunday, the ecumenical blessing of palms and procession, the celebration of our Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and the reading of the story of
his passion and death.
St. Peter’s Church joined with United Reformed
Church in a joint celebration of the blessing of the
palms and procession.

Parish News
Maundy Thursday
The Great Three Days of Holy Week begin with
Maundy Thursday and the celebration of our
Lord’s Last Supper, the Washing of the Feet of
the Disciples and the gift of the Holy Eucharist.
Maundy Thursday marks the first day of a
unique liturgy which covers three days and
three dimensions of our Lord’s Passover from
Death to Life. St. Peter’s Church has traditionally hosted a Lamb Dinner. Sharon Boccadoro
has organized the event with her band of helpers who cooked the meal and cleaned up.
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Parish News: Holy Week

The Communicant
Kenya Buggs’ Baptism at Easter Vigil

Great Vigil of Easter
The Great Vigil of Easter climaxes the Holy Week
Liturgy. The most ancient service of the church
begins with the lighting of a fire for the Paschal
Candle, the reading of the stories of Salvation History, the Baptism of new members, and the first
Holy Eucharist of Easter.
Members of the Confirmation Class lead the readings from the Hebrew Scriptures taking parts for a
more dramatic presentation.

Part of the ritual of the Easter Vigil involves the
blessing of Baptismal Water. The Paschal Candle
is placed into the water as a sign of Christ blessing
the water and descending into the water.

The Highlight of the Easter Vigil comes with the
Baptism, Anointing with Chrism and reception of
Holy Communion.
While we all renew
our
B a p t i sma l
Vows at the Easter
Vigil and receive
our Easter Communion, this year
we celebrated the
Baptism of Kenya
at the Easter Vigil.
Her
godmothers,
Vinnette
Greenwood and Gladys
Hughes, witnessed
her Baptism and
will accompany her on her Christian journey.
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The Visit of Bishop Mark Beckwith
Ward J. Herbert Grant

Bishop Mark Beckwith visited St. Peter’s Church on May
21, 2017. The Bishop of the diocese
makes a visit to every parish in the diocese on a three year
cycle. With 110 parishes in the diocese,
the Bishop has a
busy schedule worshipping with each
congregation, leading an adult forum,
and meeting with the Vestry. The Bishop’s visit
began with a walk around the neighborhood so he
could see the churches and neighbors with whom
we live and work. He celebrated the Holy Eucharist and preached.
Since he will
retire in 2018,
this visit was
the last time
Bishop Beckwith
will be with us.
We thank the
Bishop for his
time with us.

St. Peter’s church received a Ward J. Herbert
Grant for $2,750 from the Episcopal Diocese of
Newark to cover 50% of the cost to replace one of
the furnaces for the Church. During the winter,
one of the furnaces died. Since we have two furnaces which heat the church, the working furnace
was fired up earlier in the morning to do the work
of two heaters. The Ward J. Herbert Fund provides money to churches to subsidize the cost of
emergency repairs. John Tauber and the Rev. Peter De Franco prepared the grant application and
met with a representative from the Fund to examine and discuss the work.

St. Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church
renting St. Peter’s Church
St. Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church has been
renting St. Peter’s Church on Saturday evenings
from Holy Week through August. St. Gregorios
church is located at 1231 Van Houten Avenue in
Clifton, their church is being renovated and awaiting the consecration of the church by their Metropolitan (Bishop) in September. Their priest, Fr.
Shinoj Thomas, has served the community since
2011. Following Indian religious customs, the
members of the congregation do not wear their
shoes in the church as a sign of respect. They celebrate the Holy Eucharist every week.
The Indian Orthodox Church was founded by St.
Thomas, the apostle of India. They are part of
the Syrian Orthodox Church and follow the Orthodox tradition in worship and church organization.
They are in the same liturgical family as St. Thomas Orthodox Church on Third Street but each
church has a different government structure.
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Lorraine and Susan work in all the areas

Market Fair
The 2017 Market Fair Season is moving forward
with some minor changes to the activity. Since
the Church receives so many donations of clothing, the organizers of the Market Fair are providing more clothing instead of household items for
sale. The monthly sales are bringing in more money than in previous years.

Vinnette
manages
the
Jewelry
Boutique and
Carolyn
oversees Toys

Dee & Arlene
pack items and
work outside

Loretta
organizes
Shoes
Linens.

and
Dominika
works at the
expanding
Clothing
Department
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Diocesan News

News of the Episcopal Church
Episcopalians, Methodists propose fullcommunion agreement
By Mary Frances Schjonberg
[Episcopal News Service] A group of Episcopalians and
Methodists has released its proposal for full communion between the two denominations.
Full implementation of the proposal will take at least
three years. The Episcopal Church General Convention
and the United Methodist Church General Conference
must approve the agreement, which culminates 15
years of exploration and more than 50 years of formal
dialogue between the two churches. General Convention next meets in July 2018 in Austin, Texas. The
General Conference’s next meeting is in 2020.

The Call for the 11th Bishop of Newark
Bishop Mark Beckwith has announced his retirement and called for the election of the 11th Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark. The bishop has collaborated with the office of the Presiding Bishop and set September 22, 2018 as the date
for the consecration of the new bishop. In his letter to the Diocese, the Bishop disclosed that when
he took the position as Bishop of Newark, he
promised his family that he would serve in the position for 10 year. As he comes to the conclusion
of his term, he will have served as bishop for 12
years.
With the Bishop’s announcement, the Diocese has
put together a discernment committee to put together a timeline for the process, develop a profile of the diocese and distribute it to the broader
church, receive the names of candidates and draw
up a list of qualified candidates. The Candidates
would then visit the diocese and speak at a series
of gatherings so the members of the Diocese can
meet the candidates prior to the election of the
new bishop.
A special diocesan convention will be called to
elect the new bishop. The delegates to the 2018
Diocesan Convention will serve as the persons who
will elect the new bishop.

The 10-page proposal, titled “A Gift to the World, CoLaborers for the Healing of Brokenness,” says it “is an
effort to bring our churches into closer partnership in
the mission and witness to the love of God and thus
labor together for the healing of divisions among Christians and for the well-being of all.”
Montana Bishop Frank Brookhart, Episcopal co-chair of
the dialogue, and Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, United
Methodist co-chair, wrote in a recent letter that “the
relationship formed over these years of dialogue, and
the recognition that there are no theological impediments to unity, pave the way for this current draft
proposal.”
“We encourage you to reach across denominational
lines to establish new relationships and deepen existing relationships by shared study of these materials
and mutual prayer for the unity our churches,”
Brookhart and Palmer wrote. “We believe that this
proposal represents a significant witness of unity and
reconciliation in an increasingly divided world and pray
that you will join us in carrying this work.”
The Episcopal Church-United Methodist Dialogue Committee, which developed the proposed agreement,
says the two denominations are not seeking a merger
but that they are “grounded in sufficient agreement in
the essentials of Christian faith and order” to allow for
the interchangeability of ordained ministries, among
other aspects of the proposed agreement.

