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Letter of the Rector
Dear Sisters and Brothers at St. Peter’s Church,
In one of my sermons I began a conversation on the life cycle of parishes. A
parish goes through a cycle of birth, growth, stabilization and decline. This cycle repeats itself time and time again. A living parish faces the challenge of
looking at where that community is in its life cycle and engages in work that
contributes to that community’s rebirth and growth.
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Consider how
you can be a
disciple.
Consider how
you can invite someone
to church.

At the present time, I see St. Peter’s Church in a cycle of decline. A number of
factors contribute to this pattern. In the broader world, faith does not have the
same importance as it did in other generations. We see our children come to
church for a while and they leave after they are confirmed.
When a parish is in a place of decline, the challenge lies in the parish reinventing itself. Our parish has a number of wonderful programs happening here: our
weekly worship and fellowship, our outreach to the hungry and homeless, our
building bridges within the Interfaith community, our support of marginalized
groups in our community. We have a clear identity as a church where all are
welcomed.
When we look at our community we are not reaching out to the Hispanic community. In the past few years, St. Paul’s RC Church, our neighbor, started a
ministry to the Hispanic community which has brought new life to that church.
Perhaps we need to give birth to that ministry. We also know that people are
looking at alternate ways to experience God. We are starting a new worship
community with Fishes and Loaves to appeal to people for whom traditional patterns of church do not work.
Much of the work for shifting from decline to rebirth lies in the willingness of
people to invite others to church. I encourage you to invite others to come to
church. Time and again, I have encouraged you to become disciples in your
communities. Look for people who might need something our church could offer. Perhaps you have a friend or neighbor who would benefit from the Wednesday senior programs. Perhaps you know someone who would welcome God’s
healing in our Wednesday healing service. Perhaps you know a gay or lesbian
person estranged from the institutional church but searching for a spiritual
home. St. Peter’s Church can be a home for different people at different times
in the week and in different situations.
Consider how you can be a disciple. Consider how you can invite someone to
church. Be a part of rebirthing St. Peter’s Church.
Peace.
Peter De Franco+ OSB
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Worship and Spirituality
Confirmation of Sonia Petriello

Sonia Petriello was confirmed in the Episcopal Church by
Bishop Mark Beckwith at Trinity and St. Philip Cathedral
in Newark on Sunday, April 17, 2016. Gladys Hughes was
Sonia’s sponsor.
The Sacrament of Confirmation is administered during
the Holy Eucharist. After the Readings and the Sermon,
the Bishop leads the congregation in renewing the Baptismal Covenant. Then teenagers and adults from different churches in the diocese come forward to receive
Confirmation or, if they were confirmed in another
Christian tradition, then they are received into the Episcopal Church.
Sonia has spent time studying and exploring the spirituality, theology and history of the Episcopal Church. She
was the first adult to use the new curriculum: Confirm
not Conform.
Sonia is a member of the Vestry. You will see her and
Manny, her step son, at church.

The Communicant
Flowering the Cross
Some Episcopal Churches observe an Easter
custom
called
“Flowering the Cross.”
On Easter morning, a
wooden cross covered
with chicken wire is
placed in the sanctuary . Other churches
bring a plain cross into
the sanctuary at the
beginning of Lent. The
plain wooden cross is a
symbol of the death of Jesus and the pain of his
passion. On Easter morning, children and other
members of the congregation are invited to bring
cut flowers to church . During the Easter liturgy,
the members of the congregation bring the cut
flowers to the cross and cover the bare cross with
beautiful cut flowers. The transformation of the
cross from a symbol of pain to a sign of beauty covered with flowers comes as a visual image of the
transformation of Christ in the resurrection. The
flowered cross would be placed outside the church
as a symbol of the transformation of Christ in the
resurrection.
For many years, St. Peter’s Church has reversed
this pattern. On Ash Wednesday, children were
given boxes to collect the money they saved from
fasting from candy or giving up other things. They
would collect this money in a small box. On Easter
morning, the children would bring their boxes to
church. The boxes would be brought up and flowers taken out of the cross and replaced with the
boxes of money. The money would then be given
to
a
charity.
Since only one
young man participates in the Sunday School program, the reversed flowering
of the cross was
not
conducted.
The children of
the parish were
presented
with
flowers donated
by Nancy Young.
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Education
Sunday Adult Bible Study
Every week we hear three lessons from the Bible. While
the preacher usually presents some information on one
of the readings, the reading has dimensions which are
not discussed in the sermon If you would like to expand
your knowledge of the Bible, you are invited to the
Adult Bible Study on Sunday at 9:30 AM in the Meeting
Room. The Bible Study examines one of the readings in
greater depth. The group looks at how the reading fits
into the broader pattern of the Gospel, the historical
context of the story and the meaning of the passage for
us in our life situations. The Bible is a living and active
Word of God which invites us to a deeper understanding
of God active in our lives. The Bible Study allows us to
see how God is active in the reading and how that same
God is at work in us.

Parish Staff
Clergy:
The Reverend Peter De Franco, Rector
The Reverend Lorraine Dughi,
Pastoral Associate
Wardens
Victoria Hollis & Thomas Hughes, Wardens
Vestry
Class of 2016: Janet Wells, Betty Jo Wilkinson
Class of 2017: Vinnette Greenwood
Class of 2018: Sonia Petriello
Treasurer: John Tauber
Assistant Treasurer: Jilian Fueshko
Delegates to Convention
Gladys Hughes, Betty Jo Wilkinson
Michael Petti (Alternate)
Staff:
Nicholas Hopkins Organist and Choir Director
Angie Rispoli, Parish Administrator
Marcin Iwanicki, Sexton

Interfaith Conference on Hagar
As part of our ongoing Community Interfaith Education Program, St. Peter’s Church hosted an Interfaith Conference on Hagar, a Mother of Faith
by Women of Faith. Rabbi Ziona Zelazo, a Jewish
Rabbi, The Rev. Lynne Weber, an Episcopal Priest
and Dr. Nuray Yurt, a Muslim Scholar presented
the perspective of their community of faith on
Hagar. Since the evening focused on Hagar, the
conference organizers invited Women of Faith to
share a feminine perspective on this Mother of
Faith. Hagar was an Egyptian slave of Sarah, the
wife of Abraham. The story of Hagar begins in
the Book of Genesis. When Sarah could not conceive a child, she gave Hagar to Abraham to beget a child who was called Ishmael. Muslims trace
their legacy to Abraham through Ishmael. Hagar’s story is also told in the Quran. A Christian
allegory on Hagar and Sarah is found in the Letter
to the Galatians. The evening’s presentation
continues the work of St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church in building bridges of understanding
among diverse communities of faith in Clifton.
The event provided the various communities of
faith in the city with an opportunity to understand the significance of a person who belongs in
the religious writings of all three traditions. Following a talk by each of the presenters, they engaged in a conversation on their various traditions. The conference will conclude with a question and answer period. Following the conference, a social allowed people to meet members
of the community who come from a different religious tradition.
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St. Peter’s Haven & Parish News
St. Peter’s Haven Outreach to Community
As part of its ongoing outreach to the Community, St.
Peter’s Haven is looking to identify people in Clifton
who would qualify for the Healthy Food Pantry. For a
person to qualify for the Healthy Food Pantry, a person must be a Clifton Resident and earn less than
185% of the Federal Poverty Level. (An Individual
would earn $21,978. annually. A Family of four
would earn $44,955 annually.) Persons who qualify
would call St. Peter’s Haven at 973 546-3406 to
schedule an appointment and bring in the following
documents: Proof of Residency (Utility Bill, Lease or
other bill sent to the residence, Identification for
each member of the household, Proof of income for
each household member.
The Healthy Food Pantry provides the person or family each month with a three day supply of food. Each
person or family receives meat, poultry or fish, fresh
vegetables and bread in addition to rice, pasta,
beans, peanut butter, and canned vegetables.

St. Peter’s Haven Participates in Breakfast After the Bell Program for Clifton Schools
The Food Coalition of United Way invited St. Peter’s
Haven to participate in a community outreach to the
Clifton School Board to provide Breakfast After the
Bell to children who attend school in Clifton. Advocates for Children of New Jersey identified Clifton as
a School Breakfast Underachieving community. In
Clifton, 6,191 children qualify for the School Breakfast and Lunch programs. This number represents
57% of the total school population. However only 17%
of the children are served. 5,1123 children are not
receiving this benefit. $1,408,921 of free federal
money is available to fund this program.
The problem is more than one of available
money not used for our children. The children who
come to school without breakfast do not have the
food to help them focus on their school work and so
have lower scores when tested. They cannot focus
and so exhibit behavioral problems and disrupt other
children in their learning.
While the staff of St. Peter’s Haven has
reached out to Superintendent Richard Tardaro, he
has failed to respond to emails or telephone calls. An
information meeting is planned to inform parents of
the program and to have the Board of Education address this loss to the city and the children.

The Communicant
St Peter’s Haven Tricky Tray a Great Success
St. Peter’s Haven Tricky Tray 2016 proved to be
the most successful event in recent history. 189
people attended the event which brought in a
profit of $14,812. This year, the organizers secured sponsorships from various groups and individuals which allowed for the purchase of grand
prizes and contributed to the overall revenue for
the night. The event was featured in a new location at the Bethwood which allowed for greater
room for both the display of the gifts and the dinner.
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Parish News

Parish News

The Rev. Liz Edman Preaches Pride Sunday
Recent Deaths in the St. Peter’s Family
Dan Polyniak at 93
Dan Polyniak, living at
The Renaissance in Lincoln Park when this picture was taken, had
reached his 93rd Birthday. Dan and his late
wife Connie raised their
two children at St. Peter’s Church. Dan and
Connie would regularly
attend the 8:00 AM Holy
Eucharist. Their favorite
seat was in the aisle
closest to the stained
glass window of Daniel in the Lions’ Den. A faithful
member of the Church, he asked to be remembered to
all the members of the congregation.
Dan died on April 15, 2016. His funeral was from St.
Peter’s Church on April 21, 2016. His family and friends
filled the church on the day of his burial.

Christine Mertz Daudelin
Christine died after a protracted illness on May 5, 2016.
As life long members of Christ Church, Belleville, she
and her beloved husband Tom moved to St. Peter’s
Church where they were faithful members of the congregation. Christine grew up at Christ Church and a
friend who was a former member of Christ Church attended her funeral. Christine had been employed as an
airline steward and traveled the world extensively. She
loved fashion and jewelry. She is deeply missed by her
devoted, beloved husband Tom.
Doris Melia
Doris Melia, a beloved member of St. Peter’s Church,
died suddenly at Hackensack University Hospital on May
25, 2016. She had successfully completed hip replacement surgery. Doris was a popular teacher in the Clifton Elementary Schools. She raised her three children
in St. Peter’s Church and participated in many groups
and organizations including the Vestry and Sunday
School. Most recently, Doris coordinated the purchase
of flowers for Christmas, Easter and Memorial flowers.
She will be deeply missed by members of the congregation.

The Rev. Liz Edman, author of the recent book,
Queer Virtue, preached at St. Peter’s Church on
Pride Sunday, June 5, 2016. Mother Liz has a
longstanding ministry in the Episcopal Church as
well as in the LGBTQ community. She offered the
congregation the word “Queer” as a way of understanding the LGBT community as well as nonconformity to a pre-established norm.
Liz Edman is an Episcopal priest and political strategist who has been igniting people's understanding
of Christianity and queer life for more than 25
years. She has lived and worked on the front lines
of the most salient contemporary issues where religion meets sexuality, serving as an inner city hospital chaplain to people with HIV/AIDS from 1989 to
1995, helping craft political and communications
strategies for marriage equality efforts, and persevering for almost two decades to become an openly
queer priest in the Episcopal Church.
She is the granddaughter of V. Raymond Edman,
one of the most prominent evangelical leaders of
the mid-20th Century and president of Wheaton
College (IL) from 1940 to 1965.
Liz is a member of St. Lydia’s Dinner Church in
Brooklyn, where she proudly holds the title “Lead
Dishwasher.” She preaches and presides with some
regularity at St. Andrew & Holy Communion Episcopal Church, South Orange, NJ. She lives in New
York.
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Orlando Memorial & March
In response to the June 12th mass murder of 49 persons at a gay nightclub in Orlando, St. Peter’s organized a candlelight March and Memorial to remember
the people killed in the hate crime. 43 images of individuals and couples were posted outside St. Peter’s
Church. A Candlelight march was held on June 23.
Members of the church and of the Clifton community
participated in prayer for the victims and to end gun
violence. They marched down Clifton Avenue to Main
Avenue to Union Avenue and back to the church. Latino & Latina Members of the community joined in the
march as it made its way down the streets. At the
June 19th Holy Eucharist, 49 candles were burning in
front of the altar in memory of the people killed.
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Parish Hall during Holy Week
The Parish hall was the setting for the Agape Meal on
Maundy Thursday, a Chocolate Party after the Easter
Vigil and the visit of the Easter Bunny on Easter Day.
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Relay For Life Garden

The Communicant
St. Peter’s Day Celebration 2016

The Relay for Life Garden at St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church has come into full bloom this spring with an
array of purple flowers. The garden was planted in
2015 by members of St. Peter’s Church and of the Red
Hatters Relay for Life Team. This year, purple iris,
lavender, lilacs, cone flowers, grape hyacinths and
other flowers and bushes came into full bloom during
the spring and early summer months. Since purple is
the color of Relay for Life, the garden features all purple flowers.
The Relay for Life Garden emerged from the efforts of
members of St. Peter’s Church supporting the annual
Cancer fund raising event. Money raised from the sale
of food during the Market Fair has been targeted as a
donation to Relay for Life. Over $300 was given for
the 2016 Relay for Life event.
This year, St. Peter’s Church also participated in the
closing of the Relay for Life event. On Sunday Morning, the Rev. Peter De Franco offered prayers for people who have died of cancer and for people healed of
cancer. The Clifton Stadium hosts the annual Relay for
Life for the city. While only a few people were left
after the all night vigil, the effort raised $60,241.
The event begins with a Survivors’ Lap when people
who have survived cancer take the first lap around the
track. As evening approaches, a luminarium ceremony
remembers whose who have died of cancer.

The 2016 Celebration of St. Peter’s Day featured a historic liturgy from the 1928 Book of Common
Prayer along with the Gospel Choir of the Church of
the Incarnation in Jersey City.
The Historic Liturgy from the 1928 Book of
Common Prayer was the second historic liturgy celebrated during this Anniversary Year. The first liturgy
was Morning Prayer from the 1892 Book of Common
Prayer. The four American versions of the Book of
Common Prayer are available online. The distinction
of the 1928 Holy Eucharist involved the priest celebrating the Holy Eucharist with his back to the congregation. The theology of that worship book focused on
the role of the priest as the leader of worship. The
priest not only prayed the Eucharistic Prayer but also
read all the readings and lead all the other prayers.
Priests were vested in cassock, surplice and stole. The
language of the liturgy was Elizabethan English with
readings taken from the King James Translation of the
Bible.
The highlight of the day came with the Gospel
Choir from the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation.
They provided Gospel music with their 8 member choir
along with a drummer, saxophone player, keyboard
player and an organist. The Gospel choir has developed a following throughout the Episcopal Diocese of
Newark. They travel to different churches in the Diocese and participate both in the liturgies as well as
perform in concerts of Gospel music.
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News of the Anglican Communion

Wearing Orange on June 2
By Bishop Mark Beckwith
Bishops United Against Gun Violence is a partner in the
Wear Orange movement. We are a group of more than
60 Episcopal bishops who support common-sense gun
violence prevention measures that enjoy broad-based
support among gun owners and non-gun owners alike.
As religious leaders, we are sometimes asked why we
involve ourselves in divisive political issues such as this
one. Our answer is two-fold: First, to speak in the language of one of Jesus' best-loved parables, we must
not only be good Samaritans, ministering to the man
who fell in among thieves; we must also make safe the
road from Jericho to Jerusalem, and that is an inherently political business. And second, this issue is not as
divisive as it may seem.

Archbishop Of Canterbury and the Community
of St. Anselm
[Lambeth Palace] In a special commissioning service at
Lambeth Palace last week, the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby prayed for the first members of the
monastic-inspired Community of St Anselm as they
came to the end of their “year in God's time.”
During the service, which was attended by family and
friends of the members, as well as Lambeth Palace
staff and members of religious communities around the
UK, Archbishop Justin presented each of the members
with a Bible and prayed for them.
Several members gave testimonies about how their
year in the community had transformed and deepened
their relationship with God and with others.

Overwhelming majorities of Americans, including large
majorities of gun owners and members of the National
Rifle Association, support requiring background checks
for all gun purchases. The numbers fluctuate from poll
to poll, but seldom dip below 85 percent.
There is a great deal of common ground in our country
on gun violence prevention measures, yet many of our
legislators will not act, and the poorest and most vulnerable people in our country pay the price:
Roughly half of the people killed with guns each year
in the U.S. are black men, who constitute just 6 percent of the population.

Last year the Archbishop invited young Christians from
around the world to spend a year living in a new monastic-inspired community based at his residence,
Lambeth Palace in London.
His vision for the Community of St Anselm was for
young people to follow an intensive pattern of prayer,
study and serving local communities that the ancient
monastics would have recognised, before taking this
experience back into their lives.
The community is made up of residential members who
live at Lambeth Palace, and non-residential members
who commit to the same Rule of Life while continuing
in their work or studies in London.

