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Letter of the Rector
Dear Sisters and Brothers at St. Peter’s Church,
As we prepared for the Lenten-Easter Project of reading the Gospels, I realized
that our community is including more members whose first language is Spanish.
To provide an experience of the Scripture in their first language, we provided
both prayers, reading guide and New Testaments in Spanish and English.
We all pray to God in the language we learn as children. My grandmother Eva
was born in Hungary. Even though she could speak eight languages, her prayer
book was in Hungarian. I recall looking into that book as a child. I was amazed
at the little accent marks of Hungarian, so different from the books I read in
English. But I understood that my Grandmother Eva prayed to God in that language. It was her first language, the language of her heart.
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As our diversity
expands to include our friends
whose first language is Spanish,
we will create a
place at St. Peter’s where they
too can experience God in a
language which
resonates with
their hearts.

One of the guiding principles of the Anglican Reformation included prayer in the
language used by the people in their everyday lives. In 16th century England,
priests would lead prayers in Latin, a language only known to people who studied in universities. When the Bibles were read in English and the prayers said in
the language of the people, the people began to experience God in a more intimate way. They could speak to God in the same words they spoke with one another.
To provide an opportunity for our sisters and brothers who speak Spanish as
their first language, we shall begin to introduce some options for people to experience God in their first language. Some of our hymns will use both English
and Spanish words. We shall also provide for readings in Spanish. I shall invite
people to say the Lord’s Prayer in their first language.
Our prayer comes from our hearts and we pray to God and listen to God in the
language of our hearts. As our diversity expands to include our friends whose
first language is Spanish, we will create a place at St. Peter’s where they too
can experience God in a language which resonates with their hearts.
Perhaps some of you might consider that since English is the dominant language
of our nation, we should all pray in English. I hope that you will understand that
our experience of God happens in the language we learn as children. By expanding our worship to include a diversity of languages we are taking nothing
away but adding a new dimension to our worship. As we hear prayers arising in
different tongues, we can hear God touching each of us in the way that touches
our hearts. Our own hearts are expanded as we create among ourselves this
profound respect for the diverse ways God comes to us.
Peace.
Peter De Franco+
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Worship and Spirituality
Spanish Editions of the Readings introduced
at the Holy Eucharist
As the number of Spanish speaking members of the
congregation grows, a Spanish Edition of the readings has been introduced at the Sunday Holy Eucharist. The Spanish edition of the readings includes
the collect of the day, the three readings and the
psalm. The responses to the reading are also in
Spanish. Since more members speak Spanish as
their first language, this new edition of the readings
allows people to experience the Word of God in
their first language.
The 10:15 Holy Eucharist has already used a Spanish
Song of Praise — Alabaré. The members of Christ
Church, Belleville, used this Song of Praise in their
worship and the members of St. Peter’s Church enjoyed incorporating it into worship.
At the beginning of Lent, when the parish began a
daily reading of the Gospels for Lent and Easter,
people were given copies of the New Testament
along with reading guides in both English and Spanish. Many long time members of St. Peter’s Church
expressed gratitude for providing worship materials
in Spanish. While most members of the congregation who speak Spanish are bi-lingual, they enjoyed
praying and reading the Word of God in their first
language. The use of Spanish allows them to speak
to God in their first language, the language of their
hearts.
In addition to the readings, some of the hymns will
include verses in both English and Spanish. Many
members of the congregation expressed happiness
in expanding the worship options to be more welcoming to all the members of the congregation.

Standing for Worship during the Easter Season
In the year 325, the Council of Nicea not only issued
the formula of the Creed which we use on Sundays
but also required that during the Easter Season all
Christians should stand during worship. By standing, Christians celebrate their new status as children of God redeemed by Christ’s resurrection.
Kneeling is a posture of repentance and belongs to
Lent, the season of repentance. Standing belongs
to Easter, the season when we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord.

The Communicant
One Service — Three Days
Holy Week At St. Peter’s Church
St. Peter’s Church continued its celebration of Holy
Week with One Service over Three Days. Beginning
on Maundy Thursday, the Church enters into the
most sacred period of our worship as we celebrate
our Lord’s Passover from death to new life. The
Great Three Days begin with the celebration of the
Last Supper. Following a lamb dinner in the Parish
Hall, the congregation returns to church for the
stripping of the altar. On Good Friday, the Stations
of the Cross are celebrated at 3 PM. At 7:30 PM,
the main service continues with the triumph of our
Lord on the Cross. The Holy Eucharist is not celebrated on Good Friday so Holy Communion is distributed from the Reserved Sacrament. On Holy
Saturday, the Easter Vigil begins with the lighting
of a new fire and the chanting of the Exsultet, the
first praise of God for the Resurrection. Different
groups present the readings with drama and multimedia presentations. Following the renewal of our
Baptismal vows and the first Eucharist of Easter,
the Parish Hall becomes the setting for an Easter
Party of Sparkling drinks and chocolate. All the
adults enjoyed Janet Wells’ surprise of chocolate
wine.

Election of New Wardens and Vestry
At the Annual Meeting of St. Peter’s Church, new
wardens and members of the Vestry were elected
by the parish. Victoria Hollis will continue Sharon
Boccadoro’s term. Because of her mother’s ongoing health concerns, Sharon resigned from the
Vestry. Thomas Hughes was elected as a Warden.
Luis Gomez and Sonia Petriello begin their first
terms on the Vestry. Ellen Lowney was elected for
a second term. Nancy Young is completing the unfinished term of Myrna Price.
All the members of the Vestry will be installed in
their office on Sunday, April 25, 2015 at both the 8
& 10:15 services. The installation takes place on
Good Shepherd Sunday.
The members of the Vestry assumed the following
responsibilities: Education: Tara & Sonia; Evangelism: Tara & Luis; Fundraising: Ellen; Buildings &
Grounds: Tom & Pete; Interfaith: Gladys & Nancy;
Social Events: Vicky & Luis.
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Education & Fundraising
Confirmands Prepare for Confirmation on May 2
The
confirmation class is
reaching the end
of their two
year process of
preparation with
Gladys Hughes
Hughes and Michael Petti. On
May 2, they will
be confirmed at
Trinity and St. Philip Cathedral by Bishop Mark Beckwith. The class includes Jason Hopkins, Nicholas Muller,
Marco Tobass and John Villanueva. They have been preparing with study, a retreat and community service for
their step into Christian commitment as adults.

Parish Staff
Clergy:
The Reverend Peter De Franco, Rector
The Reverend Lorraine Dughi,
Pastoral Associate
St. Peter’s Church
Wardens
Victoria Hollis & Thomas Hughes, Wardens
Vestry
Class of 2016: Janet Wells, Nancy Young
Class of 2017: Tara Fueshko, Gladys Hughes,
Peter Lopez
Class of 2018: Ellen Lowney (2), Luis Gomez,
Sonia Petriello.
Treasurer: John Tauber
Assistant Treasurer: Jilian Fueshko
Delegates to Convention
Gladys Hughes, Betty Jo Wilkinson,
Michael Petti (Alternate)
Staff:
Nicholas Hopkins, Organist and Choir Director
Tara Fueshko, Youth Ministry Director
Angie Rispoli, Parish Administrator
Marcin Iwanicki, Sexton

Snow Storms Dump Snow to be Removed
No, that is not St. Francis wearing a white cap to
cover his tonsure! He and the angels are covered
in snow.
The winter of 2015 presented challenges for all
of us including St. Peter’s Church. The multiple
storms reduced the number of people who could
come out to church during January and February.
One of the Lenten Ecumenical Services was cancelled in anticipation of a storm that hit the following day. For 2015, St. Peter’s Church budgeted $3,000 to cover the cost of snow removal.
While the snow brings its own winter beauty, we
would gladly welcome the beauty of Spring’s
green grass, flowering trees and tulips and daffodils.

Project Team
The Project Team has been commissioned by the
Vestry to organize the projects to renovate and
improve St. Peter’s Church and to launch new
ministries. Developed out of the Five Year Plan
for St. Peter’s Church, the Project Team includes
Lissette Lombana, Chairperson, Sharon Boccadoro, the Rev. Peter De Franco, Victoria Hollis and
Thomas Hughes. Lissette presented the goals of
the Project Team at the Annual Meeting where
she presented to the congregation a Prioritization
Schedule of projects for the Five Year Plan.
The Project Team meets on the Wednesday following the Vestry Meeting to organize and plan
the projects for the parish.
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Palm Sunday: Festive Procession
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Easter Vigil

Easter Day
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Interfaith Activities
4th Annual Lenten Ecumenical Service
St. Peter’s Church participated in the Fourth Lenten
Ecumenical Service hosted by the Clifton Clergy Group.
These Lenten Services were hosted by the Reformed
Churches in Clifton who, in 2012, extended an invitation to the other churches in Clifton to join in the worship. In 2014, the churches concluded the series with
a celebration of the Holy Eucharist at First Lutheran
Church since the Reformed, Presbyterian and Episcopal
Churches are all in communion with the Lutheran
Church. In 2015, St. Peter’s Church hosted the concluding Holy Eucharist. While St. Peter’s Church is the
only church in communion with the Lutheran Church
among the churches in Clifton, the Episcopal Church
practices an open communion with all baptized Christians. Since our priests lead the Holy Eucharist, we
invited the other pastors to vest and help distribute
Holy Communion.

The Communicant
Confirmands Visit Jewish Temple
As a part of their preparation for Confirmation, the
Confirmands, their parents and mentors visited
Temple Ner Tamid in Bloomfield, a congregation in
the tradition of Reformed Judaism. The congregation of the former Temple Beth Shalom of Clifton
merged with Temp Ner Tamid in 2010. Since St. Peter’s has engaged in an active interfaith activity,
the confirmands visited a house of worship in a different religious tradition to witness and participate
in a different faith’s worship of God. Michael Petti,
one of the Confirmation Teachers, organized the
event.

French Muslim Artist Attacked over Painting

Over the years, the members of the various churches
have marveled at the beauty of the Episcopal liturgy.
We celebrated an Evensong, a first for many members
of St. Peter’s Church as well, in 2014.
The different host churches prepare the worship according to the pattern of their church’s celebration of
the Word of God. A pastor from a different church
preached on a section of the Passion Story in the Gospel According to Mark.

Interfaith Conference on Mary
On March 23, 2015, the Islamic Center of Passaic County in Paterson, N.J. hosted the Interfaith Conference
on Mary. Mr. Yasir Fahmv presented the Muslim perspective and Fr. Phil Latronico, Chair of the Commission on Interreligious dialogue for the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Newark presented the Christian point
of view. The Episcopal Diocese of Newark has been a
co-sponsor of the North Jersey Christian-Muslim Project (NJCMP) since 1998, when the Rev. Lynne Bleich
Weber, Rector of Atonement in Tenafly, became the
diocesan ecumenical and interreligious officer and
joined its board. Three members of St. Peter’s Church
attended the event. Since it took place at the Islamic
Center, the persons who attended the event removed
their shoes before entering the hall and men and women sat in different areas. The evening concluded with
the Christians participating in Evening Prayer from the
Book of Common Prayer and the Muslims observing the
final prayer of the day. A number of new relationships

(Bill Connell contributed this article on the challenges of interfaith dialogue which are faced in
some countries.)
It seems like something one would be hard pressed
to disagree with: the word “coexist,” written on a
wall using a Muslim crescent as the letter “C,” a
Star of David as the letter “X,” and a Christian cross
as a “T.” But in Paris, this particular iteration of
the popular inscription—here, created by the street
artist Combo, who also pasted a life-size photo of
himself next to it—didn’t go down well with everybody. Le Monde reports that four young people
asked the artist to remove it last weekend, and beat
him up severely when he refused to do so. Combo
ended up with a dislocated shoulder and many bruises.
The attack is characteristic of the interreligious tensions that plague France and have been
exacerbated by the Charlie Hebdo tragedy (see 12
Killed at Magazine Previously Attacked for Satirical
Cartoons). Combo declined to discuss the identity of
his assailants. “It would only add fuel to the fire,”
he told the French newspaper.
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St. Peter’s Haven

Church Humor

New Administrative Assistant Joins the Staff

19 Warning signs that your evangelical friend
might be about to ‘depart’ for the Episcopal
Church

St. Peter’s Haven welcomed Karina Polanco to the staff.
She is answering phones, organizing paperwork, and interacting with clients and other social service agencies.
While she presently lives in Haledon, she grew up in her
family home in New York City. She brings considerable
experience from her previous experience most recently
at the Daughters of Miriam.

St. Peter’s Haven Hosts Annual Tricky Tray

1. You say “How’re you doing?” and they respond “And also with you.”
2. They say they wish there was more scripture and
Bible-reading in worship.
3. They’ve recently gotten engaged to a Whitney, an
Astor, a Morgan or a Vanderbilt.
4. During the Lord’s Prayer, you once heard them
start to say “trespasses.”
5. They sometimes use the word “altar” when talking about something other than an altar-call.
6. They’ve taken to sometimes calling the Apostle
Paul “Saint Paul.”
7. They gave up something for Lent.
8. They know what Lent is.
9. They’re fond of candles.
10. They once accidentally referred to Pastor Jim as
“Father Jim.”

St. Peter’s Haven will host its annual Tricky Tray on
Thursday, June 4, 2015 at the Bethwood in Totowa.
Doors open at 5:30. Tickets are $45. The Tricky Tray
comes as the annual fundraising event for these ministries. We would like to reach a goal of $10,000 to support our ministry to the homeless and hungry.
The evening includes a sit down dinner along with the
prizes. From past years, people who attended the
event enjoyed going to the Bethwood. Easily accessible
from both Route 80 and Route 46, the Bethwood provides great food in a beautiful setting very close to Clifton. Pam and Jilian Fueshko have organized the event,
coordinating volunteers to prepare the Baskets, cataloguing the gifts, selling tickets and running the event.
This year, people coming to the event can reserve their
seating by buying tickets on the internet through St. Peter’s webpage: stpeterhaven.org. Lynn Bocchini, the
Office Manager, has introduced this on-line registration
to make it easier to organize the tables and provide an
easy way to order tickets.

11. They think Jesus turned water into wine, not
into Welch’s Concord Grape Juice.
12. They seem to prefer hymns and hymnals to PowerPoint praise choruses.
13. They mentioned some writer who was a gay
Christian and you were like, “Wait, don’t you mean
an ex-gay Christian?” and they were just kind of
like, “No, he’s a Christian and he’s gay, so anyway
…”
14. When asked to lead a prayer, they pull out one
and start reading it, as though that counts.
15. You once heard them refer to the Lord’s Supper
as the “Eucharist.”
16. They once corrected you after you said something about the “Episcopalian Church.”
17. They like to listen to infamously Anglican musician Bono.
18. They describe “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” as
an Advent carol.
19. They suspiciously suggest that a 15-minute homily might be preferable to a 45-minute sermon.
From — www.patheos.com
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Double Anniversary Plans
Celebrating a Double Anniversary in 2016

We Built a House
Where All Are Welcome
1966-2016 Fifty Years in this Church
1896-2016 One Hundred Twenty Years as God’s Church

Thanks Be To God
Tara
Fueshko
has
been diligently researching the history
of St. Peter’s Church
in preparation for the
Double Anniversary of
the Church in 2016.
To celebrate the Twin
Anniversaries, a number of events are being planned.
Since
the church was first
used on June 4, 1966,
we are planning an
anniversary weekend
with two events: a dinner dance on Saturday, June 4,
2016 and a Holy Eucharist of Thanksgiving on June 5.
To commemorate the founding of the Church on Nov.
18, 1896, we shall celebrate Morning Prayer of
Thanksgiving on November 13, 2016. The Rite of
Morning Prayer will be taken from the 1892 Edition of
the Book of Common Prayer which would have been
used by the church in 1896. On September 25, 2015,
we shall celebrate the Holy Eucharist as taken from
the 1928 Edition of the Book of Common Prayer. The
September date was chosen since the first St. Peter’s
Church was first used for worship in September of
1899.
An Anniversary Edition of the St. Peter’s Cook Book
will be presented in May of 2016. Tara Fueshko and
Amanda Rice are preparing the recipes for this new
edition of the Cook Book.

The Anglican Communion
Archbishop of Canterbury on Kenyan Martyrs
Justin Welby,
the
A rc hb i s ho p
of
Canterbury,
has
hailed
the
students
killed by Islamist militants in Kenya last week
as "martyrs"
in his Easter sermon. The 150 Kenyans who were
killed three days ago are martyrs, the Archbishop
of Canterbury said. Because of the resurrection of
Jesus from the dead, the cruel are overcome, evil
is defeated, and martyrs conquer. The Archbishop
said Christians must resist without violence the persecution they suffer and support persecuted communities, with love and goodness and generosity.
And he said: "To witness is to be a martyr. I am told
by the Coptic Bishop in England that the Coptic
Christians murdered in Libya last month died proclaiming that Jesus Christ is Lord. They are martyrs, a word that means both one that dies for their
faith and one that witnesses to faith. "There have
been so many martyrs in the last year. On Maundy
Thursday, around 150 Kenyans were killed because
of being Christian. They are witnesses, unwilling,
unjustly, wickedly, and they are martyrs in both
senses of the word." He added: "These martyrs too
are caught up in the resurrection: their cruel
deaths, the brutality of their persecution, is overcome by Christ himself at their side because they
share his suffering; because he rose from the dead.
Because of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead
the cruel are overcome, evil is defeated, martyrs
conquer." Islamic extremists attacked Garissa university in Kenya on Maundy Thursday in an attack
that killed 148 people. (The Telegraph UK)
Religion and Ethics Newsweekly has reported on the
increase in the level of persecution of Christians in
Africa and the Middle East. For in-depth analysis of
the persecution of Christians see their web page:
www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/

