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Letter of the Rector
Dear Sisters and Brothers at St. Peter’s Church,
Some miracles show with a lot of splendor and splash. The curing of the blind,
the raising of the dead, the exorcisms of demons could not be missed by anyone. Jesus amazed the people who saw these miracles.
Other miracles happen as if under a veil. The miracle of the cure of the centurion’s beloved servant, the changing of water into wine — all these miracles
happen without anyone seeing them.
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Let us not be afraid
of welcoming a
stranger, for we
might be visited by
a Holy Family.
Let us not slight the
shepherds, let us
join their company
for angels will
search them out.

Most of the miracles which happen to us in our lives are concealed under a veil.
The beauty of our families and friends are a silent form of miracle. The change
of heart that allows us to forgive, the shifted insight that frees us from addiction, the strength that allows us to discover a new gift, the time we offer to do
ministry — these hidden miracles continue to happen.
On Christmas Day at St. Peter’s Church we witnessed such a silent miracle.
When the Holy Eucharist began, Mother Lorraine and I joined Mary Allen and
Nick, our organist, along with two members of the parish. We heard the Christmas Gospel, sang the familiar carols, and prayed the Christmas prayers. Sometime during the Eucharistic Prayer three people found their way into the
Church. They included an older woman, a younger woman and a man. They
seemed to be the Holy Family. At the start of the prayer they were not present
but they were there when we brought Holy Communion to the congregation.
While they did not come to the rail to receive the sacrament, we brought it to
them.
They never visited the church before. When we chatted with them after the
service, the older woman said that she had passed the church regularly and always wanted to come into the church. The younger woman mentioned that
they were at home and expressed the desire to go to church on Christmas Day
and to pray.
As I was bringing the communion, I thought of the lines which concluded my sermon: Let us not be afraid of welcoming a stranger, for we might be visited by a
Holy Family. Let us not slight the shepherds, let us join their company for angels will search them out. Let us not flee from the darkness of our hearts for in
darkness shines the great light of the Prince of Peace.
Their visit came as a quiet miracle on Christmas Day. Not at all unlike a similar
visit of three strangers to the town of Bethlehem on the first Christmas Day.
Peace.
Peter De Franco+
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Worship and Spirituality
Fall Pilgrimage Day: St John the Divine
On October 13,
2013, a group of
10 pilgrims made
their way from
Clifton to New
York City to visit
the Cathedral
Church of St. John
the Divine. The
group enjoyed a
tour of the cathedral along with an
expanded visit to
the Cathedral
Gardens. After an
afternoon snack at
the Hungarian
Pastry Shop, we
participated in
Evensong chanted by a small choir and one of the
priests. A picture of the cathedral from the sanctuary by Ross Sweetland captures the beauty of the
light streaming through the gothic windows as well
as the Rose Window in the façade.
The Cathedral includes
unique pieces of art
and Michael Hollis and
Michael Petti stand under the protection of
their patron saint in a
chapel dedicated to the
archangel.
The pilgrims also enjoyed the music from
the Cathedral’s Aeolian
Skinner Organ which
boasts of 8,514 pipes.
Thanks go out to our
drivers. Photos by
Ross Sweetland.

The Communicant
Subdeacon’s Role in the Liturgy
The Episcopal Church includes three orders: Bishops, Priests and Deacons. The Christian Scriptures
witness to these three orders in the early church.
Historians are not sure if the way these three orders function in our day copies the exact model of
the early church. But the three orders which the
church currently has remain in historic continuity
with the orders of the apostolic church.
Throughout its history, the church has developed
other offices to assist those in the three orders.
Among these offices are acolytes and subdeacons.
Subdeacons assisted the deacons during the liturgy.
They function as a deacon in training. They would
prepare the bread and wine and sacred vessels for
the Holy Eucharist, present the chalice and paten
at the Offertory, pour water into the wine for the
Eucharist, chant the Epistles solemnly and wash the
sacred linen.
At the time of the Reformation, the Anglican
Church restored the original three orders of Bishop,
Priest and Deacon. Until the Second Vatican Council, the Roman Church continued to use subdeacons
and the Orthodox Churches still employ this minor
order.
After the Oxford Movement in the Anglican Church,
the liturgical movement which restored many of
the ancient practices of the Medieval Church into
the Anglican practice, some churches began to use
subdeacons. The Subdeacon would carry the processional cross, carry the Gospel Book, bring gifts
to the altar, and read the Epistle. They would also
wear a vestment called a tunicle or dalmatic.
Ross Sweetland is serving as our postulant for the
deaconate. He is training to be a deacon. When
the rector was considering expanding Ross’s role in
the liturgy, he developed a liturgical role for him
which will be based on the historic role of the subdeacon. Ross will carry the processional cross
when there is not crucifer, bring the vessels to the
altar, and purify the vessels after communion.
These are roles which the Book of Common Prayer
does not assign to any particular ordained person.
Since these duties assist the ordained persons, they
can be assigned to Ross in his role as a postulant for
ordination as a deacon. Ross will begin these functions in the Christmas Season.
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Education & Youth
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Youth Bishop Jeremy Hopkins

Babies in the Parish

Mia and Gabrielle Lombana

Parish Staff
Clergy:
The Reverend Peter De Franco, Rector
The Reverend Lorraine Dughi,
Pastoral Associate
St. Peter’s Church
Wardens
Victoria Hollis & Sharon Van Cisco Boccadoro
Vestry
Class of 2014: Lissette Lombana, Ellen Lowney,
Mayda Medina
Class of 2015: Mirna, Castro, Tom Hughes, Janet
Wells
Treasurer: John Tauber
Assistant Treasurer: Jilian Fueshko
Delegates to Convention
St. Peter’s Church
Gladys Hughes, Betty Jo Wilkinson
Staff:
Nicholas Hopkins
Angie Rispoli

Organist and Choir Director
Parish Administrator

On December 8, 2013, Youth Bishop Jeremy Hopkins
was installed at the 10:15 Holy Eucharist. The
Youth Bishop is installed in the Parish on the Sunday
closest to the feast of St. Nicholas, the Patron Saint
of Children. In many countries in Europe, Children
receive gifts from St. Nicholas. This custom of gift
giving comes from an incident in the life of St.
Nicholas. He rescued three girls from slavery by
tossing bags of gold coins into their home for their
father to us to rescue them.
Bishop Jeremy was installed with the assistance of
outgoing Bishop Marco Tobass. He participated in
the Entrance Procession, offered the Collect of St.
Nicholas, stood at the altar with the clergy, and
offered the final blessing. Bishop Jeremy offered
gifts to all the members of the congregation. Bishop
Jeremy is the fifth Youth Bishop at St. Peter’s
Church.
Terri Hopkins and her class participated in the
Youth Bishop Day by preparing special gifts for the
members of the congregation. They cut out red
miters, the bishop’s hat, to form an envelope into
which they put a candy cane to represent the crozier, the Bishop’s staff and two chocolate coins.
The Youth Bishops of the Parish will serve as the
Magi on Epiphany Sunday, January 5, 2014.
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Parish News

The Communicant
Parish Moving Day Pictures
St. Peter’s and Christ Church engaged in a Parish
Move Day, bringing from Christ Church different
items at the Belleville campus. On September 14,
the remaining materials from Christ Church were
packed in preparation for a move to St. Peter’s
Church. A set of china, stem wear, a set of dishes
used in the Soup Kitchen and utensils were packed
in preparation for the final move.
Tom Hughes coordinated a moving company to
bring the materials from Belleville to Clifton.

M&M Christmas Luncheon

The M&M’s celebrated the Christmas Season with a
lunch at the Bonfire in Paterson. Friends of the
M&M’s joined for the festive occasion. After the
lunch, some members swapped Christmas gifts. A
few of those present even joined in the singing of
Christmas carols. Many of those who attended
were dressed in holiday fashions from Santa caps
to Mother Lorraine’s festive Christmas scarf and
red clerical shirt! (You would think that she was
elevated to become a Cardinal by Pope Francis!)

Market Fair Final Figures
The Market Fair has far exceeded its initial projections of revenue. The Market Fair’s total revenue
for 2013 include: M & M's $589.55; Pacer's :
$581.50, St. Peter's Haven $776.50 and designated
gift for the Parish: $21,142.45 .
The Market Fair Team will meet in 2014 to work on
a plan to organize the 2014 assignments.
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St. Nicholas Market Fair 2013

The
Communicant
The
Communicant
Sharon and Loretta selling Jewelry to Lorraine.

Mr. Market Fair, Carl Gincley with Pam and Gladys

The Food Tables Decorated with Flowers

Carolyn manages the Card, Ornament and Wrapping
Paper Booth next to Loretta’s Jewelry Shop.
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St. Nicholas Market Fair 2013

The Communicant
Dot and Gladys, Santa’s Elves, wrapped purchases

Sharon Boccadoro decorated the Parish Hall porch.

Parish Hall before the Shoppers arrive
Waiting for the Arrival of Santa Claus

Parish Hall filled with Holiday Bargain Hunters

Santa Claus and Santa’s Helper
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St. Peter’s Haven

Interfaith Events

Turkey Drive 2013

Ukrainian Churches’ Food Collection
The Ukrainian Churches of Holy Ascension Cathedral,
St. Mary the Protectress, both in Clifton, and St.
Nicholas in Passaic organized a food drive to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of the genocide by
starvation of Ukrainian Farmers under Joseph Stalin.
The event was commemorated at Holy Ascension Orthodox Cathedral on Broad Street in Clifton with a
visit by Patriarch Filaret, worldwide leader of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. Fr. Peter De Franco attended the event which took place at the outdoor
memorial to the Ukrainian Genocide outside Holy Ascension Cathedral.

The 2013 Turkey Drive for St. Peter’s Haven provided
thanksgiving dinners fro 311 families. In response to
appeals in the community, turkeys, stuffing, vegetables,
gravy and desserts were distributed to clients of St. Peter’s Haven. Volunteers from both the Church and the
Community assisted in the two day distribution event.
On Sunday, November 24, Pam Fueshko, President of St.
Peters’ Haven, oversaw the collection of turkeys and
food items in the Parish Hall. On Monday, December
25, turkeys and bags of extra's were distributed to the
families. (Photo by John Muller)
Alleluia Grant from the Diocese of Newark
St. Peter’s Haven was awarded a grant of $5,500 for the
Food Pantry of St. Peter’s Haven. The Alleluia Grant
was begun by Bishop Mark Beckwith to assist in the outreach of the Diocese of Newark to ministries in both the
Diocese of Newark and in the world. St. Peter’s Haven
received a grant to subsidize the salary of the Pantry
Coordinator and to purchase food for distribution to the
clients.
St. Peter’s Haven relies on food from the Food Bank of
New Jersey, from individuals and from various organizations. In 2013, the amount of food from the Food Bank
decreased by 70%. Due to decreases in donations, St.
Peter’s Haven has limited the amount of food which it
can distribute. The Alleluia Grant will allow for the
purchase of food such as rice, beans, soup, chicken, and
beef.

On November 24, 2013,
representatives of the
three churches came to
St. Peter’s Church to
present gifts of food for
the Food Pantry of St.
Peter’s Haven. In addition to the food, they
presented the church
with a loaf of home
made Ukrainian bread
and salt, a traditional
gift of hospitality.
The offering of gifts to
St. Peter’s Haven begins
a relationship of collaboration in addressing the hungry in Clifton.
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Parish News
Three Same Gender Marriages
Six members of St. Peter’s Church decided to tie the
knot in a church ceremony. After New Jersey allowed
for same gender couples to marry, Luis Gomez and
Alvaro Cardona were the first same gender couple to
be legally married at St. Peter’s Church.
Dominick Varsalone and Robert Buhr were married in
November and Deborah Cubano and Aida Cubano were
married on December 28, 2013.

New Parish Administrator
Joins St. Peter’s Church
Lynn Lalore, our Parish Administrator, has decided to
pursue a long time desire to work as a Literacy Volunteer. She began training for the position in January.
Angie Rispoli, a Member of St. Luke’s Montclair and
Organist at Holy Trinity in West Orange, will replace
Lynn. Lynn is assisting Angie work out the details of
the office work. Lynn will assist Angie in the production of the Sunday Books until Angie masters that
task.

Snow Storm On Gaudete Sunday

In spite of a snow storm which dropped 5 inches of
snow, people made it to church on December 15,
Gaudete Sunday, which brought out a donated set of
Rose Vestments. Rose Vestments are worn on the
Third Sunday of Advent and the Fourth Sunday in Lent
to mark the midpoint of those seasons.
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Diocese of Newark
Consolidation News: Christ Church
Extinct & Sale of Belleville Property
At the Annual Convention of the Diocese of
Newark, the Convention approved the Extinction of Christ Church, Belleville. While it
sounds very deadly and final, extinction comes
as a term used in Church and Civil Law to define the status of a parish which is no longer in
existence.
The Chancellor of the Diocese, the attorney
who advises the Bishop on legal matters, advised the Consolidation team that the process
of joining the two churches would not be by
consolidation since, in her interpretation of the
laws of the state which define the consolidation process, only two parishes can consolidate. Since Christ Church is a mission, she told
us that the members of Christ Church would
become members of St. Peter’s Church, the
assets of Christ Church would be split between
St. Peter’s Church and the Diocese of Newark,
and the Diocesan Convention would declare
Christ Church to be extinct.
The Trustees of the Diocese of Newark also advised us that the sale of the Belleville Property
will happen by the end of February. While
some of the current tenants of the property
have resisted the move, the Diocese entered
into an arrangement with them to vacate the
property by February 17th.
The Outdoor
Freezer and Refrigerator will be moved to
Christ Church East Orange for the use of their
food pantry and soup kitchen.
The Consolidation Team met with the Wardens
of both churches to discuss this matter. The
Wardens and Members of the Consolidation
Team also met with members of the Diocesan
Staff to discuss issues of communication between the parties and to discuss the money
which will represent the final amount available
after the sale of Christ Church. The two groups
will meet at a future date to determine the
final percent of distribution of the funds from
the sale of the property and the endowments
of Christ Church help by the Diocesan Trust.
All the members of the team are looking forward to a positive outcome of the process.

