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Dear Sisters and Brothers at St. Peter’s Church, 

The Tricky Tray for St. Peter’s Haven comes as the major annual fundraiser for 
our primary outreach ministry.  Twenty seven years ago, the members of St. Pe-
ter’s Church identified a need to provide housing for homeless families.  At that 
time in Passaic County, if a family became homeless, the mother and younger 
children would be placed in a Women’s Shelter and the father and older male 
children would go to a men’s shelter.  They could find themselves in dormitories 
which denied them any sense of privacy.  They could not find the space to expe-

rience themselves as a family.   

St. Peter’s Church transformed the house for the Parish offices into a homeless 
shelter.  The unfinished basement of the church was updated into the Katherine 

Chase Parish Center which houses our offices, conference room and class rooms.   

As time went on, a food closet for the homeless family became a food pantry.  
Only nine years ago, the food pantry served about 450 individuals.  We currently 
provide food for twice as many people.  In addition to providing food each 
month for individuals and families, the clients benefit from the Backpack drive, 
the Thanksgiving Turkey Drive, the Christmas Toy Event and Winter Coat Distri-

bution.  We strive to take good care of the people who come to us! 

St. Peter’s Haven serves the broader community as a center where people can 
engage in service to those in need.  The organization of a social service agency 
such as ours involves time, experience, trained personnel and dedicated volun-
teers to move the program forward.  Volunteers from the community make a 
weekly commitment to pack bags of food, to unload a food truck, to clean up 
the homeless shelter and make it like a home, and find clothing for clients.  We 
provide the community with a  place where they can serve others.  We have giv-

en God and the community a great gift in this ministry.  

In our baptismal covenant we promise “to seek and serve Christ in all persons.” 
At St. Peter’s Church, we live out this promise in the words of our mission state-
ment:  “We serve Christ in the hungry and the homeless.”  Some of us make this 
commitment by serving in the Food Pantry.  Perhaps you might join the member 
of our church who makes this commitment.  Others of you serve on the Board of 
St. Peter’s Haven.  Yet others have a weekly discipline of bringing food for the 
hungry.  Tara has taken on the ministry of revamping the St. Peter’s Haven 
Webpage.  I invite you to claim as your own this ministry of our church commu-

nity.  May you discover Christ by serving Christ in the hungry and homeless.   

Peace.  

Peter De Franco+ 

Letter of the Rector 
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Worship and Spirituality 

 

St. John XXIII at St. Peter’s Church 

St. John XXIII, the Bishop of Rome who called for 

the Second Vatican Council, was canonized a saint 

on April 27, 2014.  While a new saint for the Roman 

Church, he has been included in the provisional list 

of Holy Women and Holy Men venerated in the Epis-

copal Church.   

St. John XXIII has been seen in the stained glass of 

St. Peter’s Church.  He stands among the saints in 

the stained glass window of Christ in Glory donated 

by Mrs. Mooreman.  Mrs. Mooreman, who liked Good 

Pope John, requested that his image be included 

among the Episcopal clergy depicted in the window.  

If you look at the image, you can see the pointed 

sleeves and round yoke on the surplices which iden-

tify the two priests as  Anglicans.  The Bishop wears 

the traditional Anglican rochet, chimere, cope, mi-

ter and carries the crozier.  In addition to his dis-

tinctive face, St. John XXIII is identified by the 

vestments worn by the Bishop of Rome:  the lace 

rochet, white Paschal mozzetta and stole.    

Since St. John promoted Ecumenical engagement, it 

is appropriate he is a part of St. Peter’s Church.   

The Different Parts of the Church — 

the Narthex 

The church is constructed of different parts all of 
which have unusual names.  This series will de-
scribe the purpose and history of the different sec-
tions of the church and allow us to understand their 

uses.   

When you enter the front doors you step into the 
Narthex.  We are familiar with a lobby in a large 
building and a narthex functions in a similar way.  
It is a place where people transition from one 

space into another.   

In the earliest centuries of the Church, only bap-
tized Christians were allowed in the main room of 
the church.  The Narthex was the place where un-
baptized persons could hear the first part of the 
service, the Word of God.  Christians who commit-
ted very serious sins were excluded from the Holy 
Eucharist and could only attend the first part of the 
service.  The unbaptized and notorious sinners 
were then told to leave the church and the doors of 
the Narthex were closed.  Some churches still have 
the practice of closing the doors of the Narthex at 
the start of the Holy Communion.  In St. Peter’s 
Church, there are three sets of doors that separate 

the Narthex from the main room of the church.   

The word Narthex comes from a Greek word mean-
ing “scourge.”  The name comes from the small 
whips which notorious sinners would use to hit 

themselves in penance for their sins.   

In many churches, the Baptismal font would be 
found in the Narthex.  The font was placed in the 
Narthex because unbaptized persons could not en-
ter into the church.  The Baptismal font in the nar-
thex would remind Christians of their baptism when 
they entered into the Church.  At St. Peter’s 
Church, the original Baptismal font from Christ 
Church, Belleville, is placed at the front doors.  A 
bowl of Blessed Water sits in the Baptismal Font for 
people to bless themselves when they enter as a 
reminder of their baptism.  The original Baptismal 
Font of St. Peter’s Church is found in All Saints 

Chapel.   

St. Peter’s Church is very unique since we have 
stained glass windows of the twelve apostles on the 

wall that separates the Narthex from the Nave.   
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Education & Youth 

Michael Hollis and Justin Abreu receive books to mark the 

conclusion of Sunday School.   

High School Graduates 

Three High School Students from St. Peter’s 
Church are graduating high school and con-
tinuing their education.  Jasmine Abreu grad-
uates from Elmwood Park High School and 
will attend Bergen County Community Col-
lege.  Rebecca Brand is graduating Clifton 
High School and going to E. Stroudsburg Uni-
versity. Jonathan Schwarz  is graduating 
Wayne Valley High School and going to Ste-
vens Institute of Technology.  All these stu-
dents were honored at St. Peter’s Church on 

June 22 with the gift of a book.   

Danielle Hockmuth, the granddaughter of 
Loretta Hochmuth, is graduating Mt. Pocono 
East High School and going to E. Stroudsburg 

University.   

During the Fall Semester, Michael Tobass will 
attend  LaTrobe University in Melbourne, 

Australia from July 10 to November 24, 2014.   

Moving on to High School 

Jason Hopkins will attend Passaic County Vo-
cational School.  Nicholas Muller will go to 
Paramus Catholic High School.  Marco Tobass 
plans to attend Saddle Brook High School . 
John Villanueva will attend Clifton High 

School.    

 

Parish Staff 
  

Clergy: 

The Reverend Peter De Franco,   Rector 

The Reverend Lorraine Dughi,     Pastoral Associate 

 

St. Peter’s Church 

Wardens 

Victoria Hollis & Sharon Van Cisco Boccadoro  

Vestry  

Class of 2014:  Lissette Lombana, Ellen Lowney,  

Mayda Medina  
Class of 2015:  Mirna, Castro, Tom Hughes, Janet 
Wells 
Class of 2016:  Tara Fueshko, Gladys Hughes, Peter 
Lopez,  

Treasurer:  John Tauber    

Assistant Treasurer:  Jilian Fueshko 

 

Delegates to Convention 

Gladys Hughes, Betty Jo Wilkinson  

 

Staff:   

Nicholas Hopkins Organist and Choir Director 

Angie Rispoli, Parish Administrator 

Marcin Iwanicki, Sexton  



Ross Sweetland takes Next Step 

Ross Sweet-

land, a Diaco-

nal Intern 

who spent a 

year at St. 

Peter’s 

Church, con-

cluded his 

year of train-

ing.  His last 

day at St. Pe-

ter’s Church 

came on Trin-

ity Sunday 

when Ross 

joined the Rev. Lorraine Dughi and the Rev. Peter 

De Franco in a Sermon on the Trinity by a Trinity 

of preachers.   

Ross has brought many wonderful gifts to St. Pe-

ter’s Church.  A trained chaplain with three units 

of Clinical Pastoral Education, Ross put his consid-

erable skill to work in his ministry with the older 

members of the church.  Since he focuses on Elder 

Care in his chaplaincy, he brought those gifts to 

our church.   

Ross hosted a Bible Study and Coffee Club each 

week.  His study included prayer, discussion on the 

Gospel of Mark, nutrition and the concerns of the 

people who attended the group.  Ross organized a 

bible study on Wednesday evenings in Epiphany-

tide.  He assisted Gladys and Michael in their con-

firmation class.  

Ross showed a deep and creative understanding of 

the Liturgy and he participated in those ministries 

which would prepare him for his life as a deacon.  

Since he cannot function as a deacon until his ordi-

nation, the Rector revived the functions of subdea-

cons as an opportunity for Ross to have a distinct 

role in the liturgy.  Ross would carry the Book of 

the Gospels, bring the chalices and gifts to the al-

tar, receive the gifts from the ushers and prepare 

the Prayers of the People.   
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Parish News During the East-

er Vigil, Ross 

organized a cre-

ative expression 

of the Readings 

for the Vigil.  

He brought to-

gether multime-

dia presenta-

tions, dramatic 

readings and 

enactments, 

and creative 

remembrances 

of the dead.  

His imaginative 

introduction of 

a charioteer on a tricycle will be remembered.   

On June 15, the Parish presented Ross with the 

promise of a Cassock and Sash as a gift for him to 

remember St. Peter’s Church.   

 

New Sexton Begins Work at St. Peter’s 

Church 

Marcin Iwanicki has begun work at St. Peter’s 
Church.  St. Peter’s Church’s former sexton left 
the employment without notice, vacating the 
property in February, 2014. While the parish con-
ducted a search and offered the position to a well 
qualified candidate, that person declined the of-
fer.  During the second search, two exceptional 
candidates emerged as the top contenders for the 

job and the position was offered to Marcin.  

Marcin moved into the Sexton’s apartment with his 
wife Dominika and their son Gregory.  Dominika 
and Gregory had been vendors at St. Peter’s Mar-
ket Fair.  Through their work with the Market Fair 
team they heard of the opening and Marcin applied 

for the position.   

We welcome Marcin, Dominika and Gregory.  St. 
Peter’s has a positive history of families working as 
sextons. The spaces always appear cleaner and 
neater.  We look forward to a long positive rela-

tionship.   
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St. Peter’s Supports Relay for Life  

Relay for Life held their annual event at Clifton 
High School on May 31, 2014.  Relay for Life is 
an overnight event that raises funds for the 
American Cancer Society as well as offers sup-
port for people who survived cancer.  The 
memory of people who died of cancer is re-
membered in a special luminarium ceremony 
when luminariums are lighted around the track 
to celebrate the memory of persons who died 

of cancer.   

Janet Wells has worked 
with the Market Fair to 
raise money for Relay for 
Life from St. Peter’s 
Church.  Janet runs the 
hot dog concession at 
Market Fairs.  The money 
raised is donated to Relay 
for Life.  In 2014, St. Pe-
ter’s Church donated 
$600 in support of Relay 

for Life.   

Janet is considering 
transforming the small 
garden on the side of the 
porch of the Church into a Purple Garden in 
support of Relay for Life.  Purple is the official 
color of the event.  A combination of purple 
perennials and annuals would be planted to 
celebrate the lives of people who have sur-
vived cancer and those who have died of can-

cer.   

Peter and Elizabeth Lopez Tie the Knot 

Peter and Elizabeth Lopez tied the know in a beautiful 
ceremony on the Saturday after Easter.  In a church 
decorated to celebrate our Lord’s resurrection, their 
friends and family gathered to witness them as they ex-
changed their vows, were blessed by God and shared 

the Eucharistic Bread and Cup.   

Peter and Liz bring together their families and blend 
their four children into a new family.  All of them have 
participated in the life and activities of St. Peter’s 

Church.   

Blue State Productions 

Blue State Pro-
ductions is plan-
ning the fall 
production of 
Altar Boyz.  A 
satire of boy 
Bands and Chris-
tian Music 
groups, it traces 

the final tour of the Band as the five members of the 
group perform various songs.  Auditions will take place 
August 23 & 24.  The show will be performed in the Par-

ish Hall on October 9, 10, 11 and 18 & 19.   

In December the Executive Committee of Blue States is 

considering a Christmas presentation.   

For more information on Blue States check out their 

web page at www.bluestateproductions.com.  

Parish News 

Michael Hollis and Steve Baker, NY Giants Running Back at 

the Relay for Life in Clifton ,NJ 

Michael and the St. 

Peter’s Award Poster. 
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Parish News 
God’s Gardeners 

St. Peter’s Church includes six gardens:  the two 
gardens that flank the front porch of the church, the 
biblical garden, the Peace Garden, the St. Francis 
Memorial Garden and the Sign Board Garden.  While 
the parish has enjoyed the work of Fr. Ed Keller who 
established many of the gardens and of Mickey Dib, 
who created the Sign Board Garden, we do not have 
a regular team of gardeners who would care for the 

spaces.   

The Vestry suggested that we divide the gardens in-
to sections and invite members of the parish to 
adopt a garden.  Many Churches use this  adoption 

program to care for their gardens.   

Our gardens require seasonal attention.  A commit-
ment of one or two hours are needed to sustain the 
gardens.  A longer time commitment is needed in 
the early spring.  The parish will supply mulch and 
fertilizer.  You can contact the Rector and arrange 

to borrow the parish’s tools.   

The gardening tasks include the following chores: 

Early Spring:  Clear dead leaves and plants; remove 

garbage; lay down mulch.   

Late Spring:  Apply fertilizer and plant annuals.  

Weed as needed.  

Early Summer:  Weed and water during dry spells. 

Remove flowers that dried (dead head). 

Early Fall:  Remove dead and dying annuals.  Cut 

back overgrowth.   

Double Anniversary Plans for 2016 

In 2016, St. Peter’s Church will celebrate a double an-
niversary:  the 50th anniversary of the Dedication of 
the Church and the 120th anniversary of the founding 
of the community.  The Vestry is leading the parish in 
a series of planning sessions to determine dates for the 

celebration and ways to celebrate these events.   

One of the ways we plan to celebrate these events is 
with liturgies from the three Books of Common Prayer 
used at St. Peter’s Church since its foundation.  In the 
United States, the Episcopal Church has used four edi-
tions of the Book of Common Prayer:  1789, 1892, 1929 
and 1979.  Since St. Peter’s Church was founded in 
1896, we would have used three of the four editions.  
We are considering using these editions of the BCP 
which are all on line and available for us.  We would 
also use the music sung at those periods.  By using 
these forms of prayer, we will enter into the prayer 
experience of the people who have gone before us as 

members of the St. Peter’s family.   

The Vestry is also planning a new edition of the St. Pe-
ter’s Cook Book.  The third edition would include reci-
pes from the second edition along with new favorites 
which we shared at the many luncheons we share at 
the church.  Along 
with recipes, the 
Cook Book will in-
clude historic pic-
tures that recount 
the history of the 
church and people 
who shaped the life 

of the community.   

The Vestry will host 
a Picture scanning 
event during which 
the members of the 
parish will be invit-
ed to bring in pictures of the early history of the 
church which will be scanned and used in the cook 

book.  All picture will be returned immediately.   

The first parish wide planning event will take place on 
St. Peter’s Day, June 29, 2014.  During the Parish 
Luncheon, we will present different options for the 
celebration of the day and solicit the members of the 

parish for suggestions to celebrate the event.                                    

The Original Location of St. Peter’s  
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St. Peter’s Haven  

Pathmark Perks 

On  June 16, 2014, the Pathmark stores in Botany Vil-
lage and Paulison Avenues in Clifton presented St. Pe-
ter’s Haven with a check for $985.  This check repre-
sents the money which the Pathmark stores have donat-

ed to St. Peter’s Haven as a result of Pathmark Perks.  

Carl Gincley has organized a team of volunteers who are 
collecting names for the program.  The Team surpassed 
their goal of 500 members and are approaching their 
goal of 1,000 participants.  The Team has collected 
names at the Main Street Festival, the Weasel Brook 

Park Flea Market, the July 4th City Picnic.   

In the Fall, they plan to visit local churches to offer par-
ishes which already collaborate with St. Peter’s Haven 

an opportunity to further their financial support of 
the word without paying a penny but having Pathmark 

make the contributions. 

Transitions at St. Peter’s Haven 

Marcia Cantillo, the Administrator of St. Peter’s Ha-
ven, has moved on to work as a Physician’s Assistant, 
a position for which she has been training.  Marcia 
came to St. Peter’s Haven in 20.  She has assisted St. 
Peter’s Haven in a variety of capacities by answering 
the phone, preparing reports, gathering information 
for grants, representing St. Peter’s Haven at meetings 

of the Food Coalition and the Food Bank.   

Ed Ramos has  joined the staff of St. Peter’s Haven to 
replace Marcia Cantillo.  Ed brings considerable expe-
rience not only in office organization and administra-
tion but also with finance.  He had previously worked 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Paterson, New Jer-

sey.   

Tricky Tray A Great Success 

No, it’s not Mary Poppins!.  
It’s Mother Lorraine who won 
the $150 bonnet and parasol 

at the Tricky Tray.   

St. Peter’s Haven sponsored a 
hugely successful Tricky Tray 
on June 5, 2014.  172 people 
attended the event which 
brought in a profit of $11,000.  
Pam Fueshko, President of St. 
Peter’s Haven and the organ-
izer of the event, wanted to 
exceed last year’s totals of 
135 people and a profit of 
$8,500.  Along with her team 
of helpers, they surpassed 
their goal of 150 people and a 

$10,000 profit.   

The parish members brought gift baskets and donated 
money for the purchase of large item gifts.  Members 
of the parish, their friends and family and supporters 
of St. Peter’s Haven came out for this major fundrais-
er of the year.  For the second year, the Bethwood in 
Totowa has hosted the Tricky Tray.  People who at-
tended enjoyed the beautiful setting, the convenient 
parking, and the delicious food.  Since the Bethwood 

is close to Clifton, getting to the location was easy.   

Pan Fueshko, President, the Rev. Peter De Franco, Executive 

Director, receive a check from Managers Mary Elle and Rico 
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Stewardship 

This space provides members 

of the parish an opportunity to 

share with other parishioners  

their insights and reflections. 

In this edition, Carl      Gincley 

shares a meditation on Joseph.   

'KNOWING JOSEPH' 

For several years now I have 

been wondering about Joseph, 

the human father of Jesus. It 

has crossed my mind that he is 

not elevated in the same way 

as the rest of his Holy Family. 

God chose him to be His Be-

loved Son's earthly father. 

Three times, Joseph was visit-

ed by an angel sent from God. 

He was given the task of raising 

and protecting Jesus. He also 

educated Jesus in the way of 

the Hebrew Faith and taught 

him life skills. I would like to 

lift up Joseph in profile and 

prayer. I propose that we look 

at Joseph as the  quintessential 

role model for the reason we 

celebrate Father's Day. In hon-

or of Joseph I have written an alternative Christmas 

Eve Pageant  that recognizes him in the same man-

ner as Mary. I have written lyrics to a new song 

which features Joseph. I am currently looking into 

new and creative ways to acknowledge his extraordi-

nary gift to us.  

Thank you Janet Wells 

Janet Wells has provided most of the photographs for 

this edition of the Communicant.  Thank you Janet 

for documenting our Parish Events! 

Spiritual Reflections — Knowing Joseph   

Market Fair Breaking Last Year’s Records 

The Market Fair, St. Peter’s Flea Market, is moving 
into the Summer Season.  The Market Fair is breaking 
last year’s records.  As of the end of June, the Market 
Fair has raised $10,964.50 for the operating expenses 
of St. Peter’s Church.  The Market Fair organizer have 
committed themselves to give some of the money 
which they raise to other groups.  St. Peter’s Haven 
has received $385.  The sales of Hot Dogs will be con-

tributed to Relay for Life.   

The Market Fair needs additional people to contribute 
time and energy to its operation.  Members of the 
parish are asked to contribute even an hour to help 
prepare the hall for the sale or to clean up the hall 
after the sale.   People are needed on Saturday from 
8 AM to 12 Noon to manage the cash register, assist in 
Jewelry sales and pack merchandise.  Many of these 

tasks can be done while sitting down.   

If you would like to assist at the Market Fair, please 

contact Carl Gincley at 973 886-5105.   

Vestry Studies Deficit in Budget 

The Vestry of St. Peter’s Church, the Treasurer and 
the Rector are studying a $10,500 deficit in the cur-
rent budget.  At the beginning of the year, the Treas-
urer pays the extra heating and snow removal bills by 
taking a loan from the various funds which are held in 
a money market account.  The deficit is usually paid 
back over the course of the year as people pay their 
pledges and the various fund raising events contribute 

to our operating expenses.   

At the June meeting, the Vestry and Treasurer ana-
lyzed the sources of parish income and realized that 
the pledges of the members is down by 6%.  The 
pledges are down by $3,204.  In addition, the cost of 
utilities is $2,296 higher than budgeted and the cost 

of snow removal $1,437 in excess of budget.   

To help people become aware of their deficits in 
pledging, the Assistant Treasurer will mail out mid-
year financial statements at the beginning of July as a 
reminder to members of the parish to keep current 

with their commitments.   

Our financial pledge comes as our gift to God and our 

commitment to the ministry of St. Peter’s Church.   


