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Letter of the Rector
Dear Sisters and Brothers at St. Peter’s Church,
The Canons of the Diocese of Newark strongly encourage the clergy to take a
three month sabbatical after they have served a parish for five years. The sabbatical serves two purposes: to allow the clergy to take time to study and rest
from their usual work and for the parish and the priest to examine their relationship.
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Let us all
pray
for
each other
that
we
might
discover how
we
can
more effectively minister together.

Beginning in September, I shall begin a three month sabbatical. During that
time I plan to study the monastic life as it is lived in the Anglican Communion,
to visit England and the places where the Anglican Communion found its beginnings, to spend some time in some American monasteries doing some study and
reflection. While I am in England, Carl will join me for two weeks when we
shall tour the country. He looks forward to visiting his ancestral homeland. We
especially anticipate our pilgrimage to Canterbury, the Mother Church of the
Anglican Communion. You will be remembered there in our prayer.
During the time when I am away, the Wardens will be the leaders of the parish.
If major decisions need to be made in my absence, the Wardens have the authority to make those decisions. I have negotiated with the Rev. Bob Solon to
serve as the supply priest in my absence. He will celebrate the Holy Eucharist
twice a month and preside at other liturgical events in the church. Many of you
remember Fr. Bob who celebrated the Holy Eucharist in 2013 for Yankee-Met
Day.
Angie Rispoli, the Parish Administrator, will oversee the production of the worship books. Angie has a Master’s Degree in Liturgy from St. John’s University so
she brings considerable skill in putting together liturgical materials. She will
work with Gladys Hughes & Tara Fueshko in producing the weekly bulletin.
The Rev. Lorraine Dughi will celebrate the Holy Eucharist on the weeks when Fr.
Bob will not join us. Michael Petti and Gladys Hughes will share the preaching
responsibilities with her.
We are a responsible group of people who know how to work with each other
and to take up the slack when there is a need. I am confident that we will find
in this sabbatical time an opportunity to better understand where God is inviting us as a community to better serve God and share the Gospel with others.
I shall miss all of you during this time away from you. Let us pray for each other
that we might discover how we can more effectively minister together.
Peace.
Peter De Franco+
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Worship and Spirituality

The Different Parts of the Church —
the Nave

St. Mary Magdalene and St. Mary the
Virgin Summer Celebrations

If you enter St. Peter’s Church and pass through the
narthex, you enter the nave. If you would look up
at the ceiling of the church and let your imagination loose, you might imagine that the church resembles a boat turned upside down.

St. Peter’s Church has continued its celebration of the summer feasts of St. Mary Magdalene in
July and St. Mary the Virgin in August. The two holy days interrupt the regular pattern of Sunday celebrations with two days that are significant for the
members of the Congregation.
St. Mary Magdalene is the patron of the
M&M’s, the Monday Morning St. Mary Magdalene
Group. The M&M’s were started by Mother Lorraine
to engage seniors in ministry to seniors. They remember their patron saint whose feast is celebrated on July 22 but transferred to July 20, a Sunday.
Mother Lorraine preaches on the day.
August 15 marks the celebration of St. Mary
the Virgin. In the Orthodox tradition and the Roman Tradition, the day remembers the Dormition or
Falling Asleep of Mary. According to that tradition,
after Mary died and was buried, her body was taken
to heaven as a sign of the resurrection of all the
faithful. St. Peter’s Church keeps this day as a way
to help the members understand how Mary is a part
of the Anglican tradition.
The Reformed tradition looks to the Bible as
the source of our understanding of Mary’s role. Because the Bible does not mention her death, the
Anglican tradition does not require its members to
believe that she was taken into heaven. Christian
tradition honors a saint on the day they died, so St.
Mary is celebrated on August 15, the traditional day
of her death. Other events from her life form part
of the Anglican liturgical tradition: the Annunciation, the Visitation, the Nativity, the naming of Jesus and the Presentation. Since the Bible mentions
that Jesus had brothers and sisters, we also hold that Mary was
their mother and Joseph their father. In the Anglican Tradition,
Mary has been honored under the
title of Our Lady of Walsingham, a
Medieval city which became a pilgrimage location. Both Anglicans
and Roman Catholics restored the
pilgrimage church in the 20th century.

It would be a rather large boat, resembling the Ark
which saved Noah, his family and the animals in the
ark. The church has a long history of being considered an Ark, a boat, the refuge which saves us from
the dangers outside the Ark. The nave of the
church comes from the Latin word Navis which
means ship. Since St. Peter was a fisherman, the
church was sometimes referred to as the ship of St.
Peter.
The nave belongs to the people. In some churches,
it is separated from the next part of the church,
the chancel, the place where the clergy sit, by a
Screen.
St.
John’s
Church in Passaic
has
a
screen that divides the nave
from the chancel.
Since a
Cross or statues
of Christ Crucified with Mary
and the Beloved
disciple
are
placed on it, it
is
regularly
called a Rood Screen.
In St. Peter’s Church, the nave is decorated with
banners that express the Liturgical Season or
theme. Original Stained Glass windows were created for the Church. On the Epistle side of the
church are scenes from the Hebrew Scripture.
Scenes from the Christian Scripture depict the life
of Jesus and the beginnings of the Early Church.
These windows were donated by members of the
Church in memory of family and friends.
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Education & Youth
Holocaust Remembrance Sunday
St. Peter’s Church will sponsor the Second Holocaust
Remembrance Sunday on November 9, 2014 following
the 10:15 Holy Eucharist. Tara Fueshko has encouraged
the Church to start a Holocaust Remembrance Day. This
year Dr. Jacob Lindenthal from Rutgers New Jersey Medical School will present a talk on Auschwitz along with
photographs which he has taken of the camp. The photographs will hang in the Parish Hall in the weeks before
the talk. You are encouraged to invite friends and family to this important event. Dr. Lindenthal will bring a
friend who is a survivor of the death camps, who, as a
boy, jumped from the train taking him to Auschwitz and
was sheltered by Dutch Christians. Since fewer survivors
are living, this talk will provide a once in a lifetime experience for most of us. Michael Petti, a friend of Dr.
Lindenthal, invited him to lead this significant event.

Parish Staff
Clergy:
The Reverend Peter De Franco, Rector
The Reverend Lorraine Dughi,
Pastoral Associate
St. Peter’s Church
Wardens
Victoria Hollis & Sharon Van Cisco Boccadoro
Vestry
Class of 2014: Lissette Lombana, Ellen Lowney,
Mayda Medina
Class of 2015: Mirna Castro, Tom Hughes, Janet
Wells
Class of 2016: Tara Fueshko, Gladys Hughes, Peter
Lopez,
Treasurer: John Tauber
Assistant Treasurer: Jilian Fueshko
Delegates to Convention
Gladys Hughes, Betty Jo Wilkinson
Staff:
Nicholas Hopkins Organist and Choir Director
Angie Rispoli, Parish Administrator
Marcin Iwanicki, Sexton
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Confirmands work at Christ Church
Soup Kitchen in Orange
On July 19, 2014, Gladys Hughes and Michael Petti brought the Confirmation class to Christ Church
in Orange where they helped to serve at the Saturday Soup Kitchen. Jason Hopkins, Jeremy Hopkins, Nicholas Muller, Marco Tobass, and John
Villanueva met an adventure when they joined
the Hindu community who were preparing a vegetarian lunch.

Interfaith Women’s Circle
Gladys Hughes has organized with representatives
of the Peace Islands Institute an Interfaith Women’s Circle. The group had their first meeting on
September 10, 2014 at the ANT Bookstore on Clifton Avenue.
The Interfaith Women’s Circle comes as a new
initiative in the ongoing Interfaith Ministry of St.
Peter’s Church. The purpose of this ministry is to
build bridges of understanding among the diverse
communities of faith in Clifton.
The first meeting of the Interfaith Women’s Circle focused on the unique patterns of clothing
used by Muslim women. Muslim women wear a
Hijab, a veil which covers their hair and neck as
an expression of modesty. At an early age, Muslim women teach their daughters styles of dress
to help them practice modesty. When a young
women reaches the age of puberty, she begins
wearing a Hijab whenever she is outside her
home. When Muslim women gather in one of
their homes, they are not required to wear the
Hijab. Women do not wear a Hijab when they
are at home.
The Interfaith Women’s Circle will gather on the
Second Wednesday at 10:30 AM at the ANT
Bookstore to continue a dialogue between Christian and Muslim women. The ANT Bookstore was
chosen as the meeting place to find a spot which
was not associated with any house of worship and
would provide a neutral environment.
The Women of St. Peter’s Church felt a major
step was taken in beginning new relationships
with their Muslim neighbors. The next meeting
of this Interfaith Circle will happen on October 8.
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Parish Picnic July 13, 2014

The Trinity, Betty, Eleanor and Vinnette, shows up this year on

Carl Gincley and Loretta celebrating Her Birthday.

the swings.

Water fun enjoyed by Michael and Walter

Michael and his grandfather Bill enjoying a ride on the lake
Julia Young celebrated her birthday with Loretta Hochmuth.
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Stewardship

Parish News

Pledges Down by 6% in the 2nd Quarter

Vestry Retreat Begins work on Five
Year Plan

The Vestry and Treasurer have been studying the
Budget and Finances of the Parish. They expressed concern over the summer months that there is a 6% decrease in the money pledged to the church. As a result
of this deficit, the parish needed to initially borrow
$10,500 from the Designated funds to pay bills at the
beginning of the year. While $5,000 of that money was
repaid in June, some significant expenses on the buildings required the church to again dip into the Designated Funds and borrow $2,000 to balance the budget.
The Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer sent out second
quarter pledge statements to remind the members of
the parish where they should be in their pledges and
encourage them to catch up on the money they owed.
The deficit in the pledges require the parish to
examine the places where the Wardens and Vestry can
cut an already barebones budget. Such financial concerns come at a time when the parish is considering expanding programs to better serve the surrounding community.
The pledges made by members of the parish support the ministry of the church. Through our gift of
money, we enable St. Peter’s Church to serve others
through St. Peter’s Haven and our Church’s ministries.

Market Fair helps close Parish Deficit
Every year, a number of significant expenses come to
the treasurer in January and February which are not
covered by the usual pledge and plate donations. To
cover these expenses, the treasurer usually takes a loan
from the designated funds until such time as other
fundraising activities allow the loan to be repaid.
At the beginning of 2014, a loan for $10,500 was given
to the General Fund to cover expenses. In June, the
treasurer repaid $5,000 of that loan. The Market Fair
brought in significant money to allow that repayment.
The Market Fair does not bring in extra money to support St. Peter’s Church. The proceeds of the Market
Fair support the expense of having a full time rector.
The Market Fair continues to need assistance from the
members of the parish. People are especially needed
from 3-5 on Saturday to clean up the Parish Hall. The
Market Fair runs on the first and third Saturdays from
March through November.

The Vestry
of
St.
Peter’s
Church gathered
at Church of the
Messiah in Chester
on July 26, 2014
to begin work on a
Five Year Plan for
the Church. While
the Consolidation
Committee put together a Five Year Plan for the
buildings, the Vestry focused on reexamining the
community and how we can tailor our Five Year
Plan to reach out to the families who live in the
community.
The Vestry described the strengths and
weaknesses of the parish. They focused on developing a plan to attract young people and families
into the church. Under the leadership of Peter
Lopez, the Vestry committed to develop a plan of
Play and Pray. The Church would organize a free
gym night and a Zumba night. The gym night would
run from 6-8 and the Zumba class from 7-8. Both
groups would break at 8 and gather in the Parish
Hall at 8:15 for Compline, Night Prayer. After
Compline, we would enjoy some social time until 9
PM.
The Vestry is also examining the possibility
of initiating a Spanish Mass. The Vestry proposed a
monthly Saturday Mass lead by a Spanish speaking
priest whom we would hire for the evening. Many
people who come to the Market Fair are asking
when we have a Spanish Mass so the Vestry thought
that we should develop a plan to respond to this
need in the community.
The challenge these programs present lies in
finding funding to expand into the community and
better serve the needs of people living around us.
The Vestry considered such outreach essential for
the future growth of the church. While the average age of the members is increasing, the parish
fails to attract new families and individuals. Both
these programs will allow us to engage young people, families and the Hispanic community and to
share the Good News of God’s love for us with others.
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Parish News — St. Peter’s History
St. Peter’s History — Starting the Church

People in St. Peter’s History
Mrs. C. McDaniels started St. Paul’s Sunday School
at Mc Daniels Hall on Railroad Avenue across the
railroad track from the Train Station. Some present
members of the parish recall that the a train passed
over Clifton Avenue at Getty Avenue across from
the house where St. Peter’s began.
Bishop Thomas A Starkey — The second Bishop of
Newark was instrumental in the founding of St. Peter’s Church. Prior to his election as bishop, Bishop
Starkey served as the Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Paterson, N.J. While there is no record of
his reason for changing the name of the church from
St. Paul to St. Peter, we could guess that he did not
want two churches with similar names in close geographic proximity to one another.
Father William Evans

1896 Mrs. McDaniels starts St. Paul’s Sunday School at
McDaniels Hall on Florence Avenue, now Getty Avenue,
opposite the strip mall on the corner of Clifton Avenue
and Getty Avenue.
August 15, 1896: S. Russell Trevett organized St.
Paul’s Sunday School earlier started by Mrs. McDaniels.
Oct 16, 1896 Bishop Thomas A. Starkey appoints the
Rev. William P. Evans, Rector of St. Mark’s Paterson,
as Priest-in-Charge of the new mission.
Nov. 18, 1896 First Evening Prayer and Sermon conducted by Mr. Evans, a church founder.
The Mission’s name is changed to St. Peter at the request of Bishop Starkey.
Nov. 21, 1896, Bishop Starkey recognizes St. Peter’s as
an organized mission.
January 14, 1897:
Mrs. Andersons and eight ladies
formed the Dorcas Guild, a fundraising organization for
the parish. They included Mesdames R. Trevett, W. B.
Hait, C. Williamson, Cook, Derbyshire, Withers, Kock,
Woodruff, E. A. Smoth and Misses Green and Bessie
Hait. They paid $72.66 for the lots on which the present church stands. They formed the Altar Guild and
Choir Guild and opened their homes for Students from
General Theological Seminary who led Sunday Services.

Father Evans, the Rector of
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
in Paterson, on the corner
of Broadway and Straight
Street, was appointed to
minister to the members of
St. Peter’s Church. Fr. Evans transferred to the Diocese of Long Island where
he served as Rector of
Church of the Resurrection.
The Administrator of
Church of the Resurrection shared his photograph
with St. Peter’s Church.
Mrs. Anderson and The Dorcas Guild — St. Peter’s
Church always relied on fundraising to support the
financial needs of the parish. In 1897, Mrs. Anderson organized the Dorcas Guild, the first fundraising
group for St. Peter’s Church. These resourceful
women formed the first Altar Guild and were then
as women are now, among the pillars of the church.
Seminarians from General Theological Seminary
— In the earliest years of St. Peter’s Church, seminarians from General Theological Seminary in New
York City would come out for a weekend to lead services at the new church. The Dorcas Guild would
pick up these seminarians at the train station and
provide housing and meals for them during the
weekend. Among these seminarians who became
priests who served the congregation were the Rev.
William Long, the Rev. Enos Balsley, the Rev.
Hugh Wilson and the Rev. Henry Baldwin Todd.
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St. Peter’s Haven

Parish News

Walmart Foundation Grant

A Blessing At Christ Church, E Orange

Walmart Foundation gave St. Peter’s Haven’s Food Pantry a grant for $25,000. Lynn Bocchini identified the
grant and began the grant application. Lynn Lalore and
the Rev. Peter De Franco completed the grant which
assists St. Peter’s Haven in the purchase of healthy
foods products, staff salaries and rent for the space.

By Gladys Hughes

Pathmark Perks Programs Expands with a
Bump
The Pathmark Perks Program continues to expand and
incorporate new people who are assisting St. Peter’s
Haven and its food pantry.
A team of volunteers from St. Peter’s Haven have been
participating in different community events to sign up
people for the Pathmark Perks Program. A Team covered the July 5th Clifton Picnic as well as the Botany
Village and the Clifton City Band Concerts. The team
has surpassed their initial goal of 500 supporters and is
close to their second goal of 1,000 supporters.
On August 1, 2014, Pathmark decided that customers no
longer needed to use their Pathmark Savings Card to
earn discounts. Since the Pathmark donation program is
tied to the use of the Pathmark Savings Card, we invite
all the members of the church engaged in the program
to continue to use their Pathmark Savings Card to help
St. Peter’s Haven earn money.
While Pathmark has announced that they plan to introduce a new card for the Community Rewards program,
they have not disclosed any details on the new card.

Ernest J. Gansereit Bequest to St. Peter’s Haven
— A Gift from Heaven
Ernest J. Gansereit, a resident of
Clifton, who died on June 29, 2014,
donated $100,000 to St. Peter’s Haven. This unexpected gift will be
placed in the endowment of St. Peter’s Haven. The Board of Trustees
have contacted the Executor of Mr. Gansereit’s estate
to thank him for this wonderful gift. Lynn Bocchini is
working with the Law Firm representing Mr. Gansereit’s
estate to have the money transferred to St. Peter’s Haven.

On Saturday July 19th, Michael Petti, Vinnette
Greenwood, Dee Bowie , and Gladys Hughes all former members of Christ Church in Bellville, traveled
to Christ Church in East Orange, for the blessing of
the refrigeration unit that had been removed from
the Belleville property. The ceremony was officiated
by the Rev. Joseph Harmon the rector of Christ
Church. A special blessing was bestowed by Bishop
Mark Beckwith. Rev. Harmon spoke of the hard
work and financial assistance of many people who
were part of the complex operation of moving the
unit. Currently, the soup kitchen is open every Saturday but with the acquisition of the unit they may
be able to be open one more day. Following the
blessing, we were invited to share in a wonderful
reception in the parish hall. We all agreed that it
was a special moment knowing that the work of the
Belleville soup kitchen continues in East Orange.

Remembering St. Peter’s in your Will
Stewardship of our resources includes not only making an annual pledge to support St. Peter’s Church
but should also include remembering St. Peter’s
Church in your will. Through the generous gifts of
members of St. Peter’s Church, the Parish Center
was created with a bequest from Katherine Chase,
St. Peter’s Haven purchased Ella’s House with a gift
from . Barbara Fivehouse, a deceased member of
St. Peter’s Church, told her fellow parishioners that
she wanted to give her estate to St. Peter’s Church.
Yet since she did not prepare a will, her estate was
given to her estranged family. Remember to support St. Peter’s Church and Haven in your will.
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Anniversary / The Episcopal Church

The Episcopal Church : Women Priests and Bishops

Celebrating a Double Anniversary in 2016

In 1944 the first woman was ordained a priest
in the Anglican Communion. The Rev. Florence Li
Tim Oi was ministering in China when her Bishop, the
Rt. Rev. R. O. Hall realized that he needed a priest
to minister to the Anglican Chinese community who
were cut off by the Japanese invasion. Since she had
completed her theological education, he made the
historic decision to
ordain her a priest.
Her ordination triggered a controversy
in the Anglican
communion so in
1946 she resigned
her license to function as a priest but
she did not resign
her ordination. In
1971, when the Diocese of Hong Kong
decided to ordain women to the priesthood, she resumed her priestly ministry.

2016 will mark a double anniversary in the history of St. Peter’s Church: In 1896, St. Peter’s
Church was founded and in 1966 the present St. Peter’s Church was constructed. Plans are underway to
mark this double anniversary. The parish will begin
the celebration in 2015 with a series of liturgical celebrations taken from the 1896 and 1928 Books of Common Prayer. Worship services at St. Peter’s came
from these two prayer books. The anniversary will
focus on a theme and a logo:

We Built a House Where All Are Welcome
1966-2016 Fifty Years in this Church
1895-2016 One Hundred Twenty Years as God’s Church

Thanks Be To God
The Ordination of Women in the Anglican
Communion
On July 14, 2014, the
Church of England allowed
for the ordination of women
as Bishops. While women
have been ordained as
priests and deacons in the
United States since 1976, a
long history surrounds the
history of women’s ordination in the Anglican Communion and the Episcopal
Church.
In 1855, the Bishop of
Maryland set two women aside as deaconesses. Some bishops did
not consider them the
equal of male deacons
and the women were
required to make a
promise of celibacy and
to wear a nun’s habit.
Harriet Bedell served as
a deacon in the church
and her memory is celebrated on January 8.

Forty years ago, in 1974, a group of 11 women were
ordained by three retired bishops in Philadelphia. Known as
the Philadelphia 11, they were
ordained before General Convention allowed for women to be
ordained priests or bishops. The
House of Bishops met in emergency session and began the process that led to the change in
church law which allowed for
the ordination of women as
priests and bishops.
Bishop Barbara Harris was the first woman ordained
as a bishop in the Anglican Communion. Elected as
Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of Massachusetts.
She was consecrated on February 11, 1989. While
she received death threats and obscene messages,
she did not wear a bullet proof vest at her ordination.
In the Diocese of Newark, the Rt. Rev. Carol Joy Gallagher served as Bishop from . Elected in 2001 as
Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Virginia,
Bishop Gallagher is the first American Indian woman
ordained as a bishop in any church in the United
States.

