
HISTORICAL NOTES 

of 

SAUlT PETER 1 S :IPI SCOP.4L CHURCH 

Clifton, New Jersey 

Preface 

In 1936 this present work was started with the intention of finishing it 

for the rortieth .Anniveraary of the Parish, and although much had been done, it was 

by no means completed in time for our birthday observance. Mrs . Bradford £. 0. 

Richards, an experienced newspaper reporter, was of great help in the compilation of 

material, and to her I am greatly indebted, as will be all those people in the future 

who will read the story of their Church's development. Another who later gave me 

valuable assistance was Mrs. Grambs . 

A trash pile in the Rectory basement, another in the attic apace over the 

Church, and the old record books in the Sacristry were the source of what i1 to be 

found herein up to 1931. I aay •trash piles" advisedly, becauae these valuable re-

cords, pictures, and newspaper clippings seem to have been so valued. 

What I discovered in the great assortment of material, only the faint out-

line of the hopes, struggles and achievements of other days, was of such interest to 
c::;\. C C:Oll\pl;s"'~ 

me, starting out as the inheritor among a kindly people of what was aea1e•ea by thoae 

who preceded me, made me realize the need of a more adequate recording of the past 

to inspire the parishioners of tomorrow. Unfortunately, I never found the time, or 

took it, to go through the files of the "Passaic Herald-News", which must contain 

many a precious item about Saint Peter• a Church. That great task will have to await 

the hand of another. 

The need for a log book and a scrap book is apparent, for memory lapses 

with the years. Who knows but what the life of this Parish will some day, like 

· thoae in England, be counted by centuries rather than decades. What will it be in 

the year 2040? 

These last days of my Ministry in Clifton are perhaps the beat, not only 

because of the kindness of Parishioners, but also because, in fini1hing thia task, 

the days are tull of golden recollections to be carried with me throughout my life. 
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2 I only wiab that the many happy, comic, and trivial things that flash back to bring 

a smile might be added, but most are too personal to fit in with a work of thia 

kind, even though they might add flesh and color to the akeleton herewith presented. 

The brave founders of Saint Peter's lit their torch at God's Jltar and 

have passed it on down to us of this day. May God bless the efforts of all who will 

keep that flame burning in the good city of Clifton. 

Saint Peter's Rectory 

Clifton, New Jersey 

January 27, 1940 

The more extensive notes covering the years of my Ministry here are due, 

not to their importance, but rather to their preservation in a complete file of 

Parish publications, not obtainable for any earlier period. 

My use of the title, "Fr.", has no significance as to Churchmanship, but 

is rather an economy of effort to indicate priests of the Church. 



1896 

The seed ~rs. McDaniells~ a Sootch woman, ardently desired her children to have 

Church training. We might have started the story of Saint Peter's Church 

with its first Service, but this is the real beginning of the Parish. But when did 

Mrs. McDaniells desire her children to have Church training? That one sentence, which 

is all that could be found about her, gives no date, and to have anniversaries we 

must have dates. At any rate, this noble woman planted the seed, the life of which 

was to appear above the surface and make history---later. 

On August 16, 1896, Saint Paul's Sunday School was organized by S. Russell 

Trevett, Charles WcDaniells, George T. Anderson, and Charles Williamson. The first 

officers of the Sunday School were: Wr. Anderson, Superintendent; Wr. Trevett, Treae-

urer; and Wr. Williamson, Secretary. The population of Clifton was about 1,000. 

On October 7 the Rt. Rev1 d. the Bishop of Newark, Dr. Thomas A. Starkey, 

wrote to the Rev. William P. ET&ns, Rector of Saint Mark's Church, Paterson: 

"I have a letter . from llr. George T. Anderson, who wi~es to establish a 
Sunday School in Clifton. I haVe said to Mr. Jnderson in my letter that 
it was always wise and necessary before beginning mission work (even of 
the simplest) to have some reasonable asgurance of permanence. In a word, 
not to begin and be comp.lled afterwards to give up what had been begun.• 

This was followed nine days later by another letter from the Bishop to rr. Evans: 

"A letter which I have received within a few days from Mr. George T. Ander
son requests my consent to his establishing a Sunday School and lay Ser
vices once on a Sunday in Clifton, a new village lying between Paterson 
and Passaic. Upon consideration, I give my consent, provided all this is 
done under the direction and supervision of a clergyman of the Church, who 
shall undertake, as his time permits, to oversee and govern the mission. 

•As you are in the near neighborhood of Clifton, and are a friend of' Mr. 
Anderson, I hereby appoint you the Priest-in-charge.• 

The officers of' the new School wanted to canvass the Highland Avenue sec-

tion for pupils, but before doing so wanted to make sure they would not be censured 

for going so near to the territory served by Saint John's Church, Passaic. They ac-

cordingly sought the approval of the Rector of that Parish, the Rev 1d. Leonard I. 

S. Stryker, ·who · wrote on October 19 torr. Evans: 

"I had been very glad becauae of your efforts in Clifton, and I have never 
regarded this action on your part as an intrusion in any sense. I wish you 
every aucceas, and will be glad to help you if I could.• 



4 Such earnestnesa was bound to result in something more than just a 
The Seedling 

Sunday School, however important that was. ~ letter from wr. ~der-

son to Fr. Evans under the date of November 9 says: 

"We are now in full possession of the hall, and are fitting up the same 
in an inexpensive but neat manner with chairs, lights, platform, etc., and 
will have the work completed this week. " 

The Ball referred to was McDaniell 1 s Hall on Florence Avenue opposite the Erie Rail-

road station. Occupying the first floor was a general store and the Post Office, 

both presided over by Alvin Webb, who became one of the Church's founders. This 

building is now a two-family dwelling. 

Here on Wednesday evening, November 18, 1896, was held the first Service 

of Saint Paul 1 s Episcopal Mission, and this was to be the houae of worship for 

lpiscopelians in Clifton for the next three years. The Service was Evening Prayer 

and Sermon, conducted by Fr. Evans. 

It was the intention to call the mission "Saint Paul 1s", but at the re-

quest of Bishop starkey, it was changed to Saint Peter1 s. 

Indelibly written on the foundation stonei of Saint Peter's are the names 

of Charles Williamson, Alvin Webb, E. G(?). Wells, Warren Halt, s. Russell Trevett, 

W. !. Smith, George T. ~derson, Frank Wilkinson, R. F. WSnsfield, Wrs. Margaret 

Meshew, Winnie Fontayne, and the worthy and untiring efforts of the Dorcas Guild, 

organized only a short time la.ter. 

The newspapers referred to Clifton as "Erie's Gilt-edged Village", and in 

one of them, in Passaic, appeared the following under the caption, "Little Strug-

glers": 

"They are trying to start another Church in Clifton of the Episcopal per
suasion. It is a very weakly institution, and will be a pitiful pull for 
a long while. 

"They have one Church at Clifton•, and if the people of that village are 
dissa.tisfied, for five cents they can reach forty Churches in Paterson and 
twenty in Passaic. And there are too few Episcopalians in Clifton to suc
ceed. · The; few trying to start a Church there are placing upon their 
shoulders a burden that will be an oppression to them for the next twenty 
years. 

"The Episcopal Church here ought to gather within its open doors all the 
Church people of its faith, and with the Reformed Church of Clifton, there 
is no more necessity for another Church there than there is of two tails 
to a cat." 

• Known then as "The Union Chapel". 



-Clifton at that time was but one of several settlements in-cluded in «) 
what was known as .Acqua.ckanonk Township. It was to be the destiny of the others, 

.Albion Place, Allwood, Athenia, Botany, Dela.wanna, Lakeview, Wontclair Heights, and 

Richfield, to be incorporated in 1917 with Clifton as the third largest city in area 

in New Jersey under the name of the last, little "Erie's Gilt-edged Village". 

On November 21, by recognition of Bishop Starkey, Saint Peter's became 
Organization 

an organized mission, with Mr. Anderson as Lay Reader, Wr. Trevett as 

Treasurer, Wr. Williamson as Clerk, and Mr. Hait as Trustee. With .Alvin Webb and 

E. G. Wells, they made up the .Advisory Boe.rd. 

The schedule of Services at the infant Mission was: On Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 
Services 

Morning Prayer, except on the first Sunday of the month, when the communi-

cant& were invited to make their Coumunions at Saint Mark's, Paterson, Fr. Evans' 

Church. 3:00 p.m. Sunday School, and 7:45 p.m. Evening Prayer, all conducted by 

Mr • .Anderson, Lay Reader. On Wednesd.ays at 8:00 p.m. Fr. Evans conduct.ed Evening 

Prayer and Sermon. 

Contributions for an Altar and other furnishings were received from Saint 

Paul's, Paterson • 

.As this year, which saw the birth of a new Congregation, came to a 
First Report 

close, the Treasurer could report from the formation of saint Paul's 

Sunday School to the New Year: Receipts from Sunday School collections $35.42; from 

Church collection• $32. 23; donations $24.50. The average attendance of the Sunday 

School was 26; at Services other than Sunday School 25; at Wednesday evening Servicea 

24. 

1897 

On January 6 a business meeting was held after the evening Service, and 

the following officers were elected: Mr . .Anderson, Lay Reader; Mr. Trevett, Treasur-

er; Mr. Williamson, Clerk; and Mr. Hait, Trustee. 

On January 14 a meeting was held at the home of Mrs. George Anderson 
Dorcas Guild 

with eight ladies present. Here started the Dorcas Guild, the great-

est sustaining force of young saint Peter's Mission. The first officers, elected at 

this meeting, were: Mrs. Anderson, President; Mrs. C. Watts and Mias Fontayne, Vice-



() presidents: Mrs. S. Russell Trevett, Treasurer: Mrs. W. B. Hait, Secretary; Mrs. 

Charles Williamson, Mrs. Cook, and Mrs. Derbyshire, directresses. Others who soon 

became members were: Mrs. Withers, Mrs. Koch, Miss Green, Miss Bessie Hait, Mrs. 

William Woodruff, and Mrs. E. £. Smith. Many of Clifton's most prominent families 

were connected with the work of the Guild, and for many years it was the Missionts 

chief means of support. They paid the major part of the cost of the Church lots, 

which appear as an expense item this year, amounting to $72.66. It was money they 

raised which paid for the organ, $184, .final payment being made in November, 1997. 

~t their second meeting they had planned a bakery sale to secure funds for an organ. 

They gave the pews when the Church was built. They served as .Altar Guild and Choir 

Guild, making and caring for linens, hangings, and choir vestments. It was these 

good ladies who provided hospitality for day and overnight to the students from the 

General Theological Seminary, who for ·a number of years came out from New York to 

take charge of the Sunday Services. 

Protest 
Under date of November 29 Mr. £nderson, Lay Reader, wrote to Fr. Evans 

protesting the latter's interference in the selection of music, which Nr. 

£nderson as Choi~ster resented. His letter appears to be his resignation. 

On December 22 the first class of Saint Peter's was presented for 
Confirmation 

Confirmation to Bishop Starkey by Fr. Evans and Mr. Anderson. Ever-

ett T. and May F. Wells and Mrs. s. Russell Trevett are known to have been members 

of that class. Mrs. Trevett was one day to set an example for future generations 

in her love and devotion for the Church she helped to found by bequeathing her en

tire estate to the Clifton Parish. Mrs. Wells is the authority that Mr. Wells was 

a member of the Advisory Board at that time. That position often called for plenty 

of manual labor and frequent wearing of hip rubber boots to go down in a flooded 

cellar to shake the furnace, a comment echoed years later at the 38th £nniversary 

Dinner by Captain Will iamson himself. 

The total expenses of the Mission for the year were $330.59. 

1898 

On March 17 the Trustees had executed a 11 quick claim deed" for H. B. 

Galpin in order to get the contract to sell off the record. On March 21 the mort

gage was executed between Nr. Williamson and Henry F. Galpin for the sum of $175 



for the purchase of a third lot . A memorandum states that $106.64 was paid on the 

Church lots and building fund, total expenses $139, which sounds like a report of 

the Dorcas Guild. By this time, April 14, the membership of the Guild had increased 

from eight to eighteen. 

Dr. Osborn The Rev 1d. Dr. Ernest A. Osborn took charge of Saint Peter's for but a 

few weeks, leaving at the re~est of the Bishop of Nebraska to become a 

missionary to the Indians of that Sta te. 

On April 21 a re~est was made of Bishop Starkey to transfer the Rev'd. 

William A. Long, Deacon-in-charge of Saint Clement's Mission, Hawthorne, 

to Clifton, by the members of Saint Peter's Mission. The Lay Reader then in charge 

had had to d~intah the number of his Services, a move regarded as very inJurious to 

the Mission. Bishop Starkey replied that Wr. Long must stay his year out at Haw

thorne. The stipend of the Lay Reader was $150 a year. In the Fall Wr. Long gained 

the consent of Bishop Starkey to be transferred to Saint Peter's. The Bishop was so 

pleased with his work at Hawthorne that when the second request for the transfer was 

made he ~ve his consent readily, Mr. Long to begin his duties at Saint Peter's on 

October 1, but to retain his residence on Carleton Place until after his ordination 

to the Priesthood in November . H. L. Justen of Paterson, the Lay Reader then in 

charge, was to remain until Wr. Long began his duties. 

~ report of the G. F. S. on April 26 showed an average at-
Girls• Friendly Society 

tendance of 45 at their meetings. Instruction was given 

in physical culture on alternate Tuesday evenings by Wise Jennie Pierce. Its mem

bership included three honorary associates, 19 working associates, 54 members, and 

18. candidates. Their treasury balance as of this date was $84.85. Sarah Jane Holt 

was Secretary. 

Eight persons had been baptized and ten confinned at Saint Peter's 
Growing Pains 

Mission. On May 23 Fr. ~vans made an appeal to the citizens of Clif-

ton and friends of the Church for contributions to erect on a plot of land, 50 by 

100 feet, already nearly paid for, a Church and guild room. The plan called for the 

building of the guild room as soon as possible after the final payment on the land. 

Wo Church would be erected until ell e~nses incurred in the ~lding of the guild 
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~ room bad been met; and then not until the greater part of the necessary money was in 

hand. The guild room or Chapel was so designed that it would present a. pleasing ap

pearance while standing alone, and would afford all the necessary accommodations for 

Church Services, Sunday School, and other parochial uses. 

Under some discord, Mr. Anderson resigned from the Church after two years 

of service as Lay Reader. 

1899 

Intimations of important things to come were contained in a memorandum 
A Busy Year 

of a. short Service being held on April 3, 1899, on the site of what was 

to be the home of Saint Peter's Church, at 6:30 in the evening, followed by the ua-

ual evening Service in UcDaniell's Hall at eight o'clock. On April 14 Mr. Williamson 

gave the contracts to Abraham Hankin for carpenter work on the Church building for 

$900, and to Bailey Brothers for the mason work for $364, both to be completed by 

May 15. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, April 23, the ground was broken for the 
Ground Broken 

n•w Church, now standing, by Jr. Long. A procession was formed at 

the home of J. E. Van Horne on Passaic Avenue and marched to the site of the build-

ing on Clifton Avenue. After the singing of the lcymn, "The Church's One Foundation", 

Fr. Long took a. spade, and making a. cross in the aod, said, 

"I break the ground for an edifice to be known as Saint Peter's Church, 
Clifton, with the Service and Worship of Almighty God according to the 
rites and ceremonies of the Anglican-catholic Church, commonly called the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in America.• 

This use of the term, "Anglican-catholic Church•, by Fr. Long is reflected in the 

newspaper notices of the day, and probably represented his desire to see the name of 

our Church changed, a sUbject of controversy for years. Urs. I. L. Smith, President 

of the Dorcas Guild, Who was present with the majority of ita members, offered a 

prayer. 

After the Service, one of the prominent members of the Reformed Church 

asked the Treasurer, Mr. Trevett, why he had not taken up a collection for the 

building fund. ur. Trevett • s reply 118.8 tba t it was not always customaey. •tell", 

said the Reformed man, •you can take a collection from me." And he handed Ur. 

Trevett a. neat sum for the new building. 



-

On Way 1 a mortgage was taken out by Charles and Amelia c. Williamson 

with the People's Bank & Trust Co., Passaic, on the two Church lots for $1,500. On 

June 27, Alvin Webb was appointed pe~ent chairman of the Advisory Committee, and 

Mr. Williamson was empowered to adjust the price of painting the Church, color 

scheme to be decided upon eonsultation of the Dorcaa Guild. There was a treasury 

balance of $255.50 at this time. By July 26 wr. Williamson reported that Architect 

Post had been instructed to give Bui lder Hankin legal notice to appear and complete 

the building, or the building would be finished at Hankin's expense. The pews were 

ordered installed at this time. Wr. Trevett had proposed increasing the membership 

of the Advisory Committee by three members: Charles Fontayne, Warren B. Hait, and I. 

I. Smith. This was tabled until the next meeting. By motion of the Committee, the 

meetings were scheduled for the first Thursday of every month. 

The first Service in the new Church was held at three o• clock Sunday 
First Service 

afternoon, September 17, 1899, conducted by Fr. Ivana and the Deacon-

in-charge, Wr. Long. The Service consisted of Evensong, with addresses by visiting 

clergymen, of which at least a dozen were expected to be present. "Clifton's Cozy 

Little Church• was packed to the doors. The Ven. Henry M. Ladd of Rutherford read 

the first Lesson and the Rev•d. Dr. J. I. Mombert, former Rector of Saint John 1a, 

Passaic, the second. The remainder of the Service was taken by the Rev'd. Rnos J. 

Balsley of Saint Luke's, South Paterson. The first address, and appeal . to the Con-

gregation for fina.ncial aid, was made by J'r. Evans, who said, 

"It would take $200 to clear the Church of a small debt, exclusive of the 
mortgage, and provide for a furnace, which will have to be inatalled be
fore the Winter sets in. Through the efforts of the Dorcas Guild, pews 
have been secured. The Congregation has raised about $700 a year since it 
was organized, but most of that has been paid on the lot upon which the new 
Church building stands.• 

The Rev'd. John Keller of Arlington, Chaplain to Bishop Starkey, ~ng _for the 

Bishop, expressed the latter's regrets for not being able to be present. Fr. Kel-

ler's remarks were followed by those of the Rev 1d. Dr. David Stuart Hamilton of 

Saint Paul's, Paterson; the Rev'd. R. F. Mansfield of Saint John's, Suffern; the 

Rev•d. Charlea Douglass of Trinity, Paterson; the Rev 1d. Dr. Benjamin F. De Costa, 

Rector of the Church of Saint John the Evangelist, Jew York City, which gave the 

Pulpit, the same Pulpit which Dr. De Costa occupied for the first time after hie 
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10 ordination to the Priesthood. Dr. De Costa was known as the ".Anti-Briggs Knight 

Errant" b.eca.use of his stand against 13ishop Potter regarding the 13ishopt s ordination 

of Dr. Charles 13riggs. Also present: The Rev•d. E. H. Cleveland, and Wessrs. Ander-

son and Justen, Lay Readers. 

In the evening at eight o'clock "full choral Evensong" was sung by the 

Rev 1d. Leonard W. s. Stryker of Saint John's, Passaic. Assisting were Robert Ma.Whin-

ney, Lay Reader of Trinity, Paterson, and Saint Peter's own Lay Reader, Mr. Anderson, 

Who evidently returned to the Fold. Mr. Long preached the Sermon. 

The first Crucifer was Kessler Weloney. The first Celebration of the 

Holy Communion in the new Church was on Sunday, Septa:nber 24. Dr. De Costa was 

Celebrant, and this was the B8t time he exercised his priesthood in the Episcopal 

Church before embracillt! Roman Catholicism. The schedule for that day was: Sunday 

School at 9:30, Eucharist at 11:00, Evensong and Sermon e.t 4:00, with Fr. Evans of-

:f'iciating. The week-day Service was changed from Wednesday to Friday evenings at 

8:15. It had been announced on the 1 ?th that a vested choir, which was being trained, 

would be introduced Sunday, October 22; but it is not until November 26 that there 

is found mention of a "surplice choir" at a nine o'clock Communion. 
s.,t\Ja."f tllov.5 

Saint Peter's 11 Chapel" was formally dedicated ia t~e afternoon,\at a 
Dedication 

Service at which Bishop Stakkey officiated in the presence of a large 

company of people. The first class of candidates in the new Church was presented to 

the Bisho p for Confirmation at this Service. Wrs. A. M. Crittenden and Master Joseph 

Howell, chorister, made up the class. At this Service of Dedication of the Church, 

the Bishop also blessed the Font and the Communion Table. Fr. Evans "reluctantly 

relinquished" his charge of Saint Peter's Church . He praised Mr. Long, who had been 

... i n i:ha.rge for the past year, and who finished his duties on Friday night, and wr • 

Anderson, the Lay Reader, for their untiring assistance. After thanking the Advis-

ory Board, he formally turned the Church over to the Rev 1 d. Enos J. Balsley, Rector 

of Saint Luke's, South Paterson. Mr. Anderson will continue to take Services, ex-

cept when Fr. Balsley we.s able to officiate. The organist at that time was J. X. 

Van Horne, who eventually resigned during Fr. Balsley's pastorate. "The Newa" re-

ported that Mr. Van Horn saw fit eto make misrepresentations, and declined, as did 
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the Church officials, to discuss the reasons leading to his resignation. 11 
The building, a frame structure, was said to seat nearly 200 people. 

Description 
It cost $1,535.68--- architect•s fee, $63.20. Total cost of building, 

including items other than the above~entioned, $1,677.95. The lots on which the 

Church stands were secured for $500 . The fittings cost $200. A mortgage of $1,500 

was left, to be paid off at the rate of $20 a month. The erection of the Church was 

due largely to the efforts of the Dorcas Guild and of Mr. Long, who had worked un-

tiringly to secure a home for Jnglican Worship in Clifton. An additional lot was 

purchased for $250 w1 th a down payment of $10. The Dorcas Guild donated the pews 

at a cost of $127, and volunteered to pay for the furnPce, $103. 

In addition to the Pulpit, the Church of Saint John the Evangelist, New 

York, gave the Lecturn, through the courtesy of Dr. De Costa. The li tar and cbande-

liera came from Trinity, Paterson; the Font from Saint John's, Passaic; the Biahop's 

Chair from either Saint Paul's or Trinity, Paterson. The Altar Cross, Processional 

Cross, and Altar vases were the gift of ~rs. S. T. Zabriskie. The Chalice and 

Paten were given by the Wright faadly in memory of William James Wright; and the 

Ciborium by Mr. and Mrs . D. Spencer Smith in memory of their father. The average 

attend.snce at Clmrch Services was 28. There had been two Baptisms, two Confirmation&, 

and two Burials by November 16. The attendance in this early day was much larger in 

the evening than in the morning, sometimes being doUble the latter. 

Lay Readers 
The list of Lay Readers officiating at this time is unusually large: 

Bailey, Mawhinney, Beck, Low, McLean, Williamson, Kellerick, Anderson, 
s. Hilton 

Kelly, lhi te, prick, /Binnington, and Wilson. Some of these are already known to us 
Percy W. V. 

in this record, but others, at least for the present, will be known only slightly 

because of the loss of their first names. This company of servants of Christ indi-

cates the extent to which the neighboring parishes lent encouragEment to the strug-

gling Mission. 

1900 

The year 1900 is practically unrecorded, except for the record that on 

February 18, the funeral of John s. Pollard (Thomas?), father of Mrs. S. R. Trevett, 

was conducted by Mr. Long and Fr. Balsley, the first in the new Chureh. 

The Clifton Fire Company attended Evensong. Fr. Balsley officiated and 



1-lo) 
~ preached the sermon. 

1901 

On January 7 the Advisory Board ackno ~ledged the anonymous gift of a 

Processional Cross . On MarCh 4 the minutes of the Board meeting recorded the in-

tention of Fr. Balsley to see Albert Desmond Cheston about becoming organist in 

place of Mr. Clough. The name of the Rev•d. J. B. Trevett appears in the record 

of Services for Easter Day, April 7, as well as that of wr. McLean. On the 28th of 

that month Mr. Williamson was licensed as Lay Reader. On September 19 a memorial 

Service was held at Saint Peter's for the assassinated President of our Country, 

Kr. McKinley. 

After an interview by Fr. Balsley with Mr. Kellemen, a student at the 

General Theological Seminary, the latter took charge of Saint Peter's on September 

22, and 11moved October 1211 • 

A Fifth Anniversary Service was held on November 20, and at the 
Fifth Anniversary 

same time it was an observance of the second anniversary of the 

o~ening of the Church. Fr. Long, Fr. Balsley, and Dr. Hamilton were in charge. The 

Choir of Saint Luke's Church assisted Saint Peter's Choir, a total of forty voices. 

Fr. Balsley, in reviewing the history of the Church, said, 

"Had it not been for the untiring efforts of the Dorcas Guild, the Mission 
would never have reaChed its five-year milestone. 11 

The Treasurer, Mr. Williamson, reported that the ChurCh property, building, and its 

contents cost $3,041.68: three lots costing $750, building $1,616.68, and furnish

ings $675. The Liabilities, with the mortgage, were $1,055.15. The receipts for 

the year, November 18, 1900, to November 19, 1901, were $558.19. The disbursements 

were $562.42. The Dorcas Guild bad turned over to the Advisory Board $213.18, and 

paid out in addition $299 for the Church. 

1902 

On January 6 a man was engaged to care for the furnace for thirty-five 

cents a week. On April 7 Robert F. Kelleman resigned as Lay Reader. On September . 

8 the Advisory Board ~ve Fr. Long notice that his services would not be required 

after one month. From Clifton he went to Hackensack. 

The Treasurer's report for the year November 19, 1901, to November 15, 



1902, showed receipts of $585.94, disbursements of $563.08, and a balance of 13 
$873.51 on the mortgage debt . The Sunday School had receipts of $41.66 and disburse-

menta of $33.36, an average attendance of 22, and on the staff four teachers. There 

had been eight Baptisms and four Confirmations. 

1903 

The Ven. William R. Jenvy of Hoboken, Archdeacon of Jersey City, stated 

in his report to the Diocesan Convention that the progress made during the year at 

Saint Peter's Mission had been very encouraging. 

"The members of the Mission are much in earnest and are proving their faith 
in the future of the Mission by their good works. A lot adjoining the 
Church lot has been purchased and paid for . . The expenses of the mission 
are met promptly and regularly. The debt upon the entire property is now 
but $1,200, being met in monthly payments. The Rev. E. J. Balsley, Priest
in-charge, reports one Baptism, 35 Communicants, 24 Sunday School scholars, 
and offerings amounting to $628.• · 

On July 28 the Grace Guild was organized at the residence of Mr. Percy 
Grace Guild 

Webb, with Fr. Balsley as President, and a membership of seven to take 

care of the Altar. The membership was in two years to grow to eighteen. In February, 

1906, the Guild made the first donation of $5 to the building fund. On November 17 

the officers were: Nelson Wright, President; C. Ardel, Secretary; and Etta Burk, 

Treasurer. 

Evidently a loss, A. H. I. Anderson had to sever connections with the Mia-

sion to take up work in the West, on September 22. 

On December 16 Charles Williamson, Secretary of the Advisory Board, made a 

request of Bird W. Spencer, People's Bank & Trust Co . , to change the installment 

mortga~ on Saint Peter's Church, now reduced to $650, to a straight mortgage, with 

interest payable in monthly installments, in order to make possible some minor al-

terations and repairs for the betterment of the property. 

1904 

On January 1 Arthur Redfern was engaged as organist for $50 a year. 

1905 

On October 23 the Advisory Board met with the Dorcas and Grace Guilds to 

discuss the advisability of building a gui1ld room. A committee was appointed to as-

certain Whether the necessary money could be borrowed. Albert D. Cheston was present 

for the first time on the Advisory Board, after appointment by Fr. Balsley. 



1.4 On December 11 it was decided to cancel the balance of the mortgage and 

place a new one for $2,000, building the guild room with the proceeds. 

1906 

On February 23 the Executive Committee of the People's Bank & Trust Co. 
Guild Room 

decided to lend Saint Peter's Church, on a mortgage on the increased 

property, the necessary $2,000. This action must have been anticipated by the 

Church officers for the bids were opened on February 19, and a building committee 

appointed. On March 2 the contracts were placed: mason work $258, carpenter work 

$1,225. On the 5th, an agreement was entered into for building the addition to the 

Church between Charles Williamson and James Smith, carpenter, of Paterson, for the 

carpenter work, under the direction of Albert D. Cheston instead of an architect, 

for the sun of $1,287.50, which was paid in full L!ay 15. The mason work was con

tracted for by Mr. Williamson with Bailey Brothers of Acquackanonk Township· for the 

snm of $273, paid in full May 7, also under the direction of Mr. Cheston. The 

painting was done for the sum of $70 by George White and William Peck. 

Ground was broken on March 8. On the 12th the Trustees of the Episcopal 

Fund consented that Mr. Williamson, Trustee of the Church property, execute the 

mor tgage for $2,000. On the 16th $100 was borrowed from Mr. Trevett for the Mission 

building fund, and on the 19th another $100 from E. T. Wells and an additional 

$300 from Mr. Trevett for the same purpose. On the 19th the Bishop and Standing 

Committee ga.ve their consent to the execution of the mortgage, for $2,000, for three 

lots of land on Clifton ~venue. On the 31st the old mortgage, which had been reduced 

to $450, was cancelled, and a new one for $2,000 placed, with the privilege of pay

ing off the principal in ~s of not less than $100 at any interest period. On 

~pril 1 the old mortgage for $1,500 was paid in full. 

On April 26 an offering of $9.90 was collected for the relief of the suf

ferers in California, later acknowledged by Bishop Edwin S. Lines. 

The building was compl eted on May 16, costing altogether $1,665. ~11 

bills, including plumbing, $12, were paid, except the architect's, whiCh had not 

been rendered by that time. The lighting fixtures cost $22.50. On May 23 came the 

op~ning ceremony and reception. 



The Tenth Anniversary celebration was held in "the audience 
Tenth Anniver sary 

Hall" on Wednesday evening, November 21, with Fr. Balsley in 

charge. Fr. Evans made the first address ~ 

"It was the first opportunity Archdeacon Jenvy had of addressing the Clifton 
mission, Which he thought was accounted for by the fact that an Archdeacon 
was like a nurse, being most needed when the parish, under his care, was in 
want of • soothing syrup', or was suffering fr m 'painful teething', a lack 
of which was very noticeable at Saint Peter•s.• 

Treasurer Williamson reported receipts of $6,381.81 over a period of ten 

years, plus $3,050 borrowed on mortgage, or a total of $9,431.81. The disbursements 

totalled $9,334.49. Included in this is the cost of site and grading, $848.4m; 

Church bui lding $1,671.64; Guild Hall $1,696.96. Other assets listed were "furniture, 

pews, and organist, $738.501 • Unless this was intended for the organ, this is the 

first time thaT an organist has been known to be listed as an asset in the Parish. 

The Chapel and Guild Hall were erected by contributions from members of the Congre-

gation, no outside aid being required. 

Fr. Evans relinquished his work here upon his removal to Hoboken. 

The members of the Advisory Board at this time were: Charles Williamson, 

H. Weeks, Albert D. Cheston, Alvin Webb, and E. T. Wells . 

The cost of maintenance then was: pulpit supply $260; transportation $25; 

light, fuel, and suppliea $25; insurance $5; interest $100; total $415. 

The financial report of the Sunday School for the ten years, August 16, 

1896, to November 19, 1906: offerings $366.36; donations $40.46. There were en-

rolled in the Church School in 1906 forty pupils and four teachers. 

The Dorcas _Guild, from 1897 to November, 1906, had receipts of $2,433.62, 

which was used to pay a large part of the cost of land, building, and furnishings. 

From November 18, 1896, to November 19, 1906, there had been 25 infant 

Baptisms, 3 adult Baptisms, and 30 Confirmations. 

1907 

On June 22, in a letter to Mr. Williamson, Bishop Lines expressed his be-

lief in the necessity of developing the work in Clifton ~ an independent way. He 

wrote: 

11 We want to give Clifton more, without cutting off Mr. Balsle~ 1 modest sal
ary . He feels, and .we all feel, that your independence is the proper thing. • 



16 "When I heard that Mr. Wilson was remaining with you till the Autumn, I 
felt telieved, because. I knew .that y,o.u-":l~ed ~~ _,very much. I tr;l.ed . tQ . 
have him transferred, and I shall try again, and should be most glad if 
it can·be brought ._. abo\lt.• · ·. ':' · 

In the same letter he wrote of his plan to put Mr. Williamson on the COm~-

missionsoiL Chm:rch Extension in the Diocese, because of our founder's practical ex-

perience. 

I n the list of the Ministers-in-charge the name of the Rev'd. J. P. 

Robinson follows that of Fr. Balsley. 

On October 22 the Bishop again wrote to Mr. Williamson: 

"When I went away to the General Convention, I had the impression that 
Mr. WU son was to remain with you, and that it was a hopeful arrangement . 
I am anxious that you should have a clergyman at Clifton, and the only 
difficulty in the way is the laCk of sufficient funds . 

"I have appointed Rev. Mr. Hamilton, with yourself and Mr. George Maclagan 
a committee to report to the Commission on Church Extension, early in Nov
ember, what is the best way to order the Church work at Clifton." 

And another on October 31: 

"I have this week had a long talk w1 th Wr. Wilson, and I have asked him 
to consider the possibility of caring for St. Peter's. I hope that he 
will come back, as I have urged him strongly to do, knowing of the attach
ment of the people to him. There is a complication about his ordination. 
I shall speak to Dr. Jenvey at once. I feel exactly as you do, that the 
right thing is to separate Clifton from St. Luke's, and put a clergyman 
there, and I think it can soon be done. I Shall do my best to bring that 
about. 

"This complication about Mr. Wilson's ordination troubles me, for I am 
unable to do exactly as I gladly would." 

The Bishop was not sanguine about Mr. Wilson's being able to be w1 th Saint 

Peter's Mission in Holy Orders. He wanted him here, but if his ordination should be 

postponed i ndefinitely, he might have to find someone else. 

On November 15, in response to Mr. Williamson's suggestion as to assistance 

from the Mission Board, the Bishop replied that all the appropriations for the year 

had been made and the money exhausted. He promised $10 a month until new appropria-

tiona were made on May 1, 1908. 

On November 22, a petition wa~ addreased to the Rt. Rev 1d. Dr. Edwin S. 

Lines for the organization of Saint Peter's as a mission in union with the Diocese 

of Newark. The signers of the petition were: Albert D. Cheston, H. L. Weeks, Wil-

liam v. Negus, Charles L. Vande Water, Helen Toners Negns, John H. Wright, Jesse 

Douglas MacBride, Nelson Wright, Samuel B. McBride, M. Rennyson, Lillie Wright, 



Margaret R. Yeshew, Amelia K. Williamson, Alice H. Marsden, Geor~ Marsden, Nor- t 7 
man A. Clarkson, Nellie Wright, Florence Dean Veronica Hetherington, Walter 

Williamson, . Helen B. Bromley, Charles Williamson. G. Williamson, Florence Jeannette 

Kar, Joseph Booth, Frank: Wilkinson, Louisa Wilkinson, Way F. Wells, E. T. Wells, 

Ida L. Weeks, Robert Williamson, and Ermina E. Hendrie. 

Upon receipt of the petition, Bishop Lines appointed Charles Williamson 

as Warden of the Mission on November 26, because of his long service at Saint 

Peter's and "because I believe that you will guide its fortunes wisely". He advised 

upon the meeting of the petitioners for the election of clerk and treasurer, and of 

an executive committee of three, five or seven men. 

The annual meeting of Saint Peter's Mission was called for December 9 by 

Warden Williamson. There were present ten male adults who had signed the petition. 

~Re•'i. Hugh Dempster Wilson, Jr., Missionary-in-char~. openee the meeting with 

prayer. Albert D. Cheston was elected Secretary of the meeting, Nelson Wright 

unanimously elected Clerk .of the Advisory Committee, and Alvin Webb Treasurer, to 

serve until the next annual election. E. T. Wells declined to accept a position on 

the Advisory Committee because of his own unsettled plans. 

From the address of 525 Madison Street, Brooklyn, Mr. Wilson wrote to Wr. 

Williamson on December 16 that he had arranged for board and roan at the home of :wr. 

and Mrs. Negus rather than go from house to house for his meals, at a cost of $3.50. 

He had been staying at the home of Mrs. Cheston. 

1908 

On February 4 the Rev•d. Mr. Wilson wrote to Mr. Williamson on the matter 

of the Men's Club: 

"Have met w1 th some men who spontaneously took the form of a ccmni t tee, 
on February 3, and called on Mr. Nathana, and prevailed upon him to act as 
first president. The initial business meeting was set for next Monday 
night at the hall." 

Mr. Wilson was continuing with daily intensity to size up Clifton. On the 8th he 

met with some of the men of the ChurCh at 11 Passaic Avenue to present them with 

some plans he had to suggest whereby to crystalize co-operation. And again on the 

11th he called a meeting of the officers for the following Monday night at the home 

of Mr. Webb. 



18 In 14areh Hugh Dempster Wilson, Jr., was placed in charge, and he remained 

until 1911. Mr. Cheston was appointed Warden this year, and also started as organ

ist. 

1909 

On Mareh 23 Kr. Wilson was ordained deacon in Saint Peter's Church, and 

became Minister-~n-charge. In the Fall he was also given chl>.rge of Saint George's, 

Passaic. 

1910 

Henry Baldwin Todd came as Lay Reader on Me.rch 6, and continued this work 

until his ordination to the Diaconate. 

On June 1 the Treasurer reported for six months from December 1, 1909, to 

June 1, 1910: Income $481.78, expenses $461.85, balance $19.93, average monthly re

ce~pta $80.29, average monthly expenses $76.97, due from the Dorcas Guild $22, April 

and May, no outstanding bills. William V. Negus was Treasurer. 

On November 6 Mr. Todd W&s ordained a Deacon. 

1911 

The Rev'd. Henry Baldwin Todd became Minister-in-charge on January 15. 

On April 16 the Mission had the best laster up to that time, largest number of Com

munions and greatest Easter offering, $375. The communicant list numbered 184. 

At about this time r. W. Herrington served as Lay Reader. On May 31 r. D. 

Austin resigned a.s Clerk of the 14ission, effective at once. 

In June Mr. Todd published a short Fifteen-year History of Saint Peter'• 

Mission, undoubtedly in preparation for the Fifteenth Anniversary celebration on 

Saint Peter's Day, June 29, a special Service in the evening, Mr. Todd officiating. 

The Anniversary Sermon was preached by the Rev•d. Henry Harrison Hadley, Rector of 

Saint Paul's Church, Newark, and an inspiring address by Archdeacon Jenvey. A birth

day offering was taken for the redecoration and repairing of the Church. A parish re

ception followed. The Altar of old Saint Andrew's Church, Newark, given to Mr. Todd 

by the Rev'd. Charles Henry Wells, was in place for the anniversary. The Grace 

Guild gave as their birthday offering a brass missal rest, and had the processional 

cross reburnished. 

' 



The .Advisory Board consisted of Mr. Cheston, Warden; Frederick W. 

Herrington, Treasurer; William H. Ferber, Clerk; Edmund ~. Smith, Eugene Vreeland, 

Harry L. Weeks, and William Woodruff. The Church School officers were: the Vicar, 

Superintendent; William Woodruff, Jr., ~ssistant Superintendent; Joseph Booth Her

rington, Treasurer and ldbrarian; Henry Bromley, Secretary. The Dorcas Guild officers: 

Mrs. Frank Wilkinson, President; Mrs. William Woodruff, Vice President; Mrs. Edmund 

~. Smith, Secretary; Minnie Fontayne, Treasurer; Mrs. Charles Williamson, Directress. 

Officers of the Grace Gqild: William Woodruff, Jr., President; Helen iatt, Vice 

President; Gertrude E . .Anderson, Treasurer. ~lbert D. Cheston was organist and Harry 

L. Weeks Choirmaster. 

On Julv 26 the men of the Church gave a supper---the proceeds for repairing 

the Church---and cleared nearly $100. For five weeks Saint Peter's was closed while 

the interior was being "overhauled", to reopen on September 17. Electric aide lights 

were installed, the old chandeliers renoved, the walls tinted, the brass .Altar rail 

installed, Sanctuary and aisles carpeted, and a new set of' green hangings put in use 

and made by the .Altar Guild. On September 29 an ~ltar Service Book was presented to 

the Church by the Rev•d. Edwin E. Butler of Montclair. 

On November 14, at a meeting held at the home of Mrs. ~thur T. Hawthorne 

on the Grucock estate, a branch of the Woman's ~uxiliary was formed, with Airs. Haw

thorne as president., Mrs. David ~llen Vice-president, Mrs. C. T. Danarest Secretary, 

Mrs. Fred Haas Treasurer, Mrs. Litchfield and Mrs. Keller in charge of the Periodi

cal Club, and Mrs. Charles Williamson the Comfort Club. Meetings the second Tuesday 

afternoon of each month. 

On November 15 the .Altar Rail, placed in the Church through the efforts 

of Mr. William U. Ferber, became a gift from him and his wife. 

•owing to peculiar conditions in the Parish", the Dorcas Guild was dis

banded by Wr. Todd on November 28. One of the members baa since said, "While un

doubtedly he had the right to do so, it always seamed to me a most unkind and tact

less thing to exercise such right. So far as I knew the facts, it was. a battle of 

wills between Mr. Todd and Mrs. Wilkinson, the President of the Guild; and to get rid 

of Mrs. Wilkinson, he calmly wiped out the whole Guild and started a new society.• 

The new society was the Parish .Aid, organized on December 8, and from the list of in-



vita tions to that meeting certain .ames were omitted. 

On November 30 F. W. Herrington, Treasurer, reported income for the year, 

December 1, 1910, to November 30, 1911, $1,754.85. The expenditures were $1,702.19, 

including salaries of $561.75 to Mr. Todd and $20 to Mr. Wilson. Carting charges on 

Altar $10. 

Mr. Cheston was appointed Warden by Bishop Lines, a position he held until 

1918, serving also in the capacity of organist. 

The budget for the year, 1911 to 1912: pastor $600, janitor $100, mortgage 

interest $75, lighting $25, heat $30, Missions $60, Diocesan Assessment $26, insur

ance $35, organ blower $12, repairs $50, owing to Mr. Wilson $120; total $1,133. 

There were fifty subscribers pledging $10.50 weekly or $546 for the year. 78 sets of 

envelopes were issued. 

1912 

In the Treasurer's report for February were receipts of $112.80 and expen

ditures of $74.62. 

The Rectory 
On March 1, with a promise fro~ the Board of Missions of a call from 

the Church Extension Fund due about June 1, worth about $1,000, the 

house and lot at 370 Clifton Avenue, adjoining the Church property, was purchased 

from Mr. Fred Littlewood for a Rectory. A deposit of $100 was made to bind the 

bargain. On the 5th Mr. Todd took possession of the Rectory. On the 7th Messrs. 

Vreeland and W. M. Ferber called on Mr. Bromley, holder of the $2,500 mortgage on the 

Littlewood property at 6~, and learned that it had 2! years to run. They then ar

ranged with Mr. Littlewood for the purchase of the pro perty for $4,250, with a cash 

payment of $100, and $900 to be paid on or before July 1, 1912, giving him a second 

mortgage of $750 at 6% to run three years. 

On Easter Day, April 7, Eugene Vreeland gave book raCks for the pews, the 

Prayer Book Society gave 100 Preyer Books and 100 Hymnals . The Altar Guild gave a 

silver Baptismal shell, used Easter Even for the first time in baptising Elizabeth 

r. Vogler. The Easter offering was $450. On April 12 the stipend obligation to Fr. 

Wilson, then Vicar of Saint George's, Passaic, was paid in fUll, $75. On May 19 

J.fr. and Mrs. John P. Vogler made a gift of a Litany :Book, and the Bishop confirmed a 

class of nineteen, the largest presented at saint Peter's so far. 



Mr. Todd was ordained Priest on June 26 by Bishop Lines. 

1913 

21 

In February the first number of "The Parish Messenger" was published, prob

ably the first publication of the Pariah. It listed the Executive Committee at this 

time as composed of: Albert D. Cheston, Warden; Walter r. Nutt, Clerk; Warren H. 

Bogart, Treasurer; Eugene Vreeland, William V. Negus, Robert M. Johnson, Edmund A. 

Snith, Harry L. Weeks, and Dr. Ralph Vreeland. The Parish Aid ~d the Woman's Aux

iliary were listed together as one organization. On the Crucifere' Guild were Henry 

C. Bromley, Fred C. James, John Ludlow, and Arthur N. Marston. 

On Palm Sunday, March 16, Eugene Vreeland presented a reredos, whiich he bad 

made. The Church School paid $60 on a piano. In Jpril an organ fund was started. 

By May the Treasurer was able to report $250 paid off on the second mortgage on the 

Rectory, leaving a balance of $500. Mrs • .Albert D. Cheston was pppointed Choirmother 

in J~~e. On June 12 the Revtd. Enos J. Balsley, one-time Priest-in-charge of Saint 

Peter's, died at San Antonio, Diocese of West Texas . 

In .August the canons of the Diocese were changed so that women might vote 

at Parish meetin ~. 

On October 5 larren .H. Bogart, in memory of his wife, Elvina L. Bogart, 

presented Eucharistic Lights to the Church. In Novanber Henry Cleveland Bromley was 

licensed as Lay Reader. In December the Archdeaconry of Paterson was created out 

of the old one of Jersey City. 

The budget for the year, December 1, 1913, to November 30, 1914, showed 
Budget 

some increases: pastor $660, sexton $144, Diocesan assessment $43.26, 

heat $65, mortgage inter•st on Rectory $180, on Church $66, Which with other items 

made a total of $1,350. .Amount pledged was $834.60, w1 th fifty subseribers. Mort

ga~s at this time: on Church $1,100, first on Rectory $2,500, held by John Bromley, 

second on Rectory $500. 

On Christmas Day the Parish Aid presented a brass alms basin. 

1914 

Saint Peter's won second place in the Diocese by giving 50~ more on its 

missionary apportionment than was asked. This recognition was made in January. 



22 
Mr. Martin 

Fr. Todd resigned on April 1 to go to Trinity Church, Totowa, and with 

his departure "The Parish Messenger" was discontinued. John Goodridge 

Martin, a Senior at the General Theological Seminary, immediately became his sue-

cessor. On the 4th Mr. Martin addressed a letter to the members of Saint Peter's, 

expressing his purpose to visit in Clifton regularly and as frequently as might be 

convenient . On the 5th, in addition to his Services at Saint Peter's, he started 

ministering to Saint Stephen's Chapel, Delawanna, with Sunday Service there at eight 

o'clock in the evening. The Sunday vespers at Saint Peter's were changed to 4:30 

to make possible this extra work. On April 25 he was ordained Deacon. 

In the Fall an addition was built to the Parish House, providing a men's 

club and a women's room. Steam heat was in stalled throughout the building. 

1915 

Mr. Martin was ordained Priest on May 8. 

It is interesting to note the system of keeping envelope accounts at thia 

time in the spirit of "doing thine alms in secret" and "not letting the left hand 

know what the right was doing• . The treasurer had the number and amount of each en

velope offering, but no names. The Vicar had the number and the n81lle, but no amount. 

1916 

There are two changes on the Advisory Board: William A. Hollingsworth and 

Edward C. Fisher taking the places of Edmund A. Smith and Dr. Ralph Vreeland. A. 

Men's Club makes its appearance with Walter F. Nutt as President, Mr. Fisher as Vice 

President, I. Neville Vickers as Secretary, Jrthur · N. Marston Financial Secretaryr 

Wr. Fisher was Sunday School Superintendent, and the Organist was Miss B. I. Howard. 

Mrs. James McKee was Branch Secretary of the G. F. S., and Miss Delia Cox President 

of the Young People's Guild. 

On February 13 a preaching mission that was part of a nation-wide endeavor 

was started, and continued from Monday to Friday inclusive. It was conducted by the 

Rev'd. Charles I. Popham, Rector of Christ Church, Belleville. 

1917 

In Bishop Lawrence's campaign to raise five million dollars for a Church 

Pension Fund, Saint Peter's had by March 1 subscribed $435.25. The Vicar's salary 

this year was $920. 

-, 



' 
On Wednesday and Thursday, April 11 and 12, Saint Peter's Men's Club 

presented their Thid Annual Minstrels, and their minstrels were to grow in fame 

throughout the city. Many of the most prominent citizens took part. 

23 

April saw the United States in the World War, and it also saw on the 26th 

the incorporation of the City of Clifton out of what was formerly Acquackanonk Town-

ship, rather out of what was left of the Township after Passaic's incorporation as 

a city. Clarence W. Finkle, Sr., of this Parish, Chairman of the Township Conmi-ttee, 

served as temporary mayor until Jsnuary 1, 1918. 

The Executive Committee gave Fr. Martin a year's leave of absence so that 

he could serve as Y. M. C. A. worker in France with the doughboys, and on August 29 

a farewell reception was tendered the Vicar. On September 8 he set off for his over

seas service. For a time he was stationed in London to round up American soldiers 

for entertainments, supplying them with tickets of admission,to theatres, etc., to 

keep them out of the clutches of "unscrupulous women• . He complained of the number 

of "pink teas" he had to attend, when he had enlisted for work. He was stationed in 

the Champagne sector with the French J.rmy, taking chclrge of Foyer du Soldat Hut, just 

behind the linea. Saint Peter's response to the call to colors was excellent, w1 th 

35 men and one woman enlisting. The Rev'd. John Keller, Secretary of the Diocese, 

ministered to Saint Peter's in the absence of the Vicar in :rra.nce. 1iew names on the 

Advisory Board were F. E. James, I. Beville Vickers, and Edward Earnshaw. The teach

ing staff of the Sunday School was considerably decreased by the enlistment of young 

men in the services of their Country. The organist was then Edith Weeks, and there 

was a Mothers' League with Mrs. Albert D. Cheston as President. 

On December 2 a Service Flag w1 th 14 stars was presented to the Church. 

On the 3rd the only change on the Advisory Board is the name of Dr. R. J. Vreeland. 

1918 

This year there was a scarcity of labor and a shortage of coal and other 

supplies, which forced the Church to abandon regular evening Services and guild meet

ings for many weeks. 

In January the Advisory Board and the Board of Governors of the Men's Club 

announced the wiping ol).t of the mortgage on the Wen's Club room. Bishop Li~ s had 

contributed $133. 
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March 18. 

Budget 

Edward leeks, associated with the Sunday SChool for many years, died on 

In .June Fr. Martin returned from France. 

The bud~t for the period, September 1, 1918, to April 1, 1919, listed 

estimated receipts at $680 and estimated expenditures at $2,080.55. The 

Mission at this time was relieving the Diocese of $300 of its share in the Vicar's 

salary, and at the same time increasing it $300 a year. 

The Tree 
On December 6, 1918, the last annual meeting of Saint Peter's as a mission 

and the first as a parish was held. The program included an address by 

the Rt. Rev•d. the Bishop Coadjutor of Newark, Dr. Wilson R. Stearly. The Articles 

of Associa tion of Saint Peter 1 s Church were e.dopted. Fr. Martin was elected Rector; 

Eugene L. Vreeland Warden for one year; Albert D. Cheston Warden for two years; 

Orloff 0. Dixon and William V. Negus Vestrymen for one year; Frederick E. JAmes ro1d 

Edward Earnshaw Vestrymen for two years; I. Neville Vickers and Warren H. Bogart 

Vestrymen for three years. According to the Articles of Association they were to 

serve "until the next Jnnual Meeting or until their successors be chosen". They 

fixed and. determined upon Monday in the week following the f i rst Sunday in Advent 

as the day on which the annual meeting of the Parish for the elction of officers 

shall be held---at 8:30l in the evening. 

William v. Negus was appointed chairman of a committee to obtain a frame, 

to be purcha sed by popular subscription, to contain the photographs of the 31 

members of the Parish who served their Country in the War, to be placed in the Parish 

House. 

1919 

On January 1 Treasurer Bogart reported 128 sets of duplex envelopes issued, 

116 with pledges, 12 without, plus 18 pledges without envelopes. 65% of the accounts 

were paid. 

On May 8 the Rector and Deputies requested the admission of Saint Peter's 

into union with the Convention, consented to by Bishop Lines on May 20. 

In June about 300 attended the Welcome Home Festival of the various Church 

societies to the young men of the Parish who were in the War, rather 35 men and one 

woman. One of these, Lloyd Bogart, was reported to have made the supreme sacrifice. 

\ 
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A dramatic scene took place when Lloyd one day walked into the office of his Father, 

who had accepted the Government's report that he had been killed in action. On the 

Service Flag of Saint Peter's there was no gold star. The address of welcome was 

made by Walter F. Nutt, PrinciP'l of the High School. 

On October 23 $131.25 worth of plants and shrubbery were purchased from 

Julius Roehrs & Co. and planted on the Church property. An electric organ blower 

was bought for $193. At the Annual meeting the Parish authorized the Vestry to 

purchase the four lots adjoining the Church property on the Eastern side. The pur-

chase was made for $3,400 and a mortgage given. 

A few comparisons may be in order at this point: 

~ Income Easter Offering Pastor's Salary Envelope Average 

1913 $1,474.64 $369.44 $635.00 $13.04 

1·914 1, 398.57 290.98 

1915 1, 680.22 575.86 

1916 1,883.91 722.33 

191? 2,004.20 758.25 

1918 2,051.80 655.85 

1919 3,851.24 872.13 1,451.66 47.71 

The income from December 1, 1917, to May 1, 1918, was $850.90, and the same period 

a year later it was $2,036.60. 

1920 

Under date of April 10 was found a memorandum of legal fees for executing 

bond and mortgage in the matter of the purchase of the property of Theodore M. Price. 

A campaign was conducted to raise money to pay for the ground, and it was 

so successful that the amount obtained from members and friends of the Church was 

sufficient to pay for the ground and also to pay in full the remaining indebtedness 

on the Church and Parish Hall. The cancelled mortgage on the four lots was burned on 

December 13; and the Vestry was directed to proceed with the erection of a suitable 

new Parish House on the ground just purchased and paid for. 

1921 

In February the final payment was made on the mortgage on the Church. On 



26 April 27, 28, and 29 the Men's Club and Troop 2, Boy Scouts, presented the Seventh 
' 

Annual Minstrel Show and Vaudeville for the benefit of the new Parish House. On 

June 21 legal notice was inserted in the Clifton Journal, calling for bids ~or the 

erection of the new PariSh House, according to plans and specifications prepared by 

William Thomas Towner, architect, 152 West 42nd St., New York. Bids were desired on 

each separate part of the work, but general bids were also invited. It was the plan 

of the Vestry to build the Parish House during the Summer, but few contractors were 

willing to figure on their plans in the Spring; and the estimates submitted were con-

aidered by the Vestry too high for the Parish. It was necessary to repeat a great 

deal of the prelL~inary work, and revise the plans so that they would still have an 

attractive building large enough for the needs of the Parish and yet costing consider-

ably less than that orginally planned. After the revision of the plans a greater 

number of contractors interested themselves in the project. $30,000 had been the 

estimated cost of the undertaking: $22,000 for the new building, $3,000 for altera-

tions in the Church and Parish House then standing, and $5,000 for furnishings and 

equipment. 

On October 18 a district teachers• training course was started at Saint 

Peter's, with five Tuesday evening sessions, and meeting again for five Tuesdays 

after laster. On the 21st Richard D. Hirst accepted the position of Superintendent 

of the Sunday School. 

John A. Doolittle and Company, civil engineeers and surveyors, had staked 

out the new building on October 20 at a cost of $38. 

The 25th Jnniversary celebrations began on November 18 with a re-
25th 1nniversary 

caption to the founders and fonner members. On Saturday afternoon, 

November 19, at three o'clock, the corner stone of the Parish House was laid by 

Bishop Lines, assisted by Fr. Evans of Richmond Hills, N.Y., and the Rector. Placed 

in the cornerstone were the following articles: list of names of Church members, list 

of names of Sunday School members, list of the contributors to the fund for purchas

ing the lots for the new Parish Hall, a booklet entitled, "The New Parish Hall", 

the Parish Leaflet for October and November, the November 17, 1921, issue of "The , 

Passaic D8ily Herald11 and aThe Clifton Times", the November 18, 1921, issue of "The 

Passaic News 11 , the historical number of "The Clifton Journal•, municipal directories 
- ' 
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1920 and 1921, city officers elected for the year 1920, historie al ske t ch for the 

Clifton Red Cross, list of those from Saint Peter's who served in the World War, copies 

of "The Parish ~essenger 11 , back number of "The Parish Leaflet", program of cornerstone 

ceremony, invitation and program card of the 25th Anniversary, a poem, "At Church 

Next Sunday", Theodore Roosevelt's "Nine Reasons for Going to Church", literature 

from the Nationwide Campaign, and several coins of present day uae. 

Bishop Lines, in his address, stated tha t years ago the Parish Hall was 

unnecessary, but now it was the duty of the ahurCh to let the people enjoy the good 

things of life; and expressed the hope that the building would be for the service of 

the community. The first Minister-in-charge of Saint Peter's, Fr. Evans: Mayor-elect 

S. Grant Thorburn, Superintendent of Schools George J. Smith, and Church Warden 

.Albert D. Cheston made addresses. 

On Sunday, the 20th, anniversary Services were held at 11 o'clock in the 

morning, Bishop Lines preaching; and at 8 o'clock in the evening with Fr. Todd as 

preacher, then Rector of a Parish in Hoboken. 

Continuing the anniversary program, the Men's Club held a smoker in the 

Parish House on Monday evening, and on Tuesday evening a variety entertainment pro

gram was off ered to the public. A social and dance follo wed on Wednesday evening 

sponsored by the Young People's Social Club. On Saturday, the 26th, there was a 

children's anniversary party in :the afternoon. On Sunday, the 27th, the Parish marked 

"the beginning of the next century", Archdeacon Ladd preaching at 11 o• clock and Dr. 

Hamil ton at 4. 

It was about this time that Fr. Martin asked Mrs. Grover S. Jaqua to invite 

a few neighbors to her home for the afternoon to organize a community group. The 

twelve women who were at the Jaqua home organized the Lakeview Heights Group, which 

in five years from 1926 to 19~1 turned over to the Church $1,017.50. 

1922 

On January~ the report of a special comadttee to the Vestry disapproved 

the payment of a bill for $250 for additional services rendered by .Archi teet Towner 

in the work of preparing plans and specifications for the new Parish Hall. Under 



28 the original agreement he was to furnish complete plans for the sum of $500--

already paid---for a building to cost approximately $30,000. His original plans 

called for a building which would have cost approximately $54,000 according to the 

lowest bid. Since this was not in accordance with the original agreement, revised 

plans were prepared and the lowest bids for the same amounted to upwards of $23,000 

complete. The committee disapproved the payment of his bill for the following 

reasons: First, the plans were incomplete for practical working purposes, necessi

tating aid and advice from the Vestry; second, necessary changes in construction have 

had to be made at additional cost; third, the Vestry had to appoint its own superin

tendent to supervise the work at additional cost; fourth, Mr. Towner showed by his 

attitude that he was no longer interested in the undertaking and failed to appear 

personally on the premises to check up his work with our superintendent and contract

ors to the detriment of his own reputatio4. 

On April 12 the Parish purchased 261 used veneer portable chairs @ $1.80, 

a total of $469.80. 

The Parish House is located along the rear of the lot and connected with 

the old parish hall. Using 40~ of the ground, it is 40 feet wide by 94 feet long, 

having a large auditori'lllll and basement. The main floor consists of the auditorium, 

extending the full length and width of the building, with a large stage at the east 

end, and it will be used for the Church School, entertainments, receptions, dances, 

meetings, fairs, lectures, gymnasium exercises, banquets, and motion pictures. In 

altering the old pariSh hall, provisions were made for ample cloak room and a modern 

kitchen. A fire-pro6f booth, large enough for two cinema projectors, ie provided. 

It was to have been of fire-proof construction, concrete and stucco pebble daSh fin

ish where stone work was not used. The Parish now owns three buildings on land 

measuring 212i' x 1151 • 

Permi ssion was given by the Vestry to the American Legion and the Clifton 

High School to play basketball in the Parish Hou.e. The Vestry also offered the 

auditorium for physical culture classes of the High School, now the Junior High and 

Grade School No. 10 on Clifton Avenue at First Street. This offer was accepted by 

the Board of Education, which paid an annual rental of $1,500. This and sundry 

other rentals were expected to bring the total revenue from the Parish House up to 

\ 



$2,200 a yeer, a tidy sum that would have made easy the amortization of the debt. 

The prospects were promising, because Clifton had no other auditorium available for 

the increasing number of social affairs. The town was growing, however, and soon 

other halls were built, and worst of all, the High School gymnasium was removed when 

the new High School was built. Since that time, the mortgage of $15,000 on the Parish 

House and $3,000 on the Rectory have been the most depressing influence on Saint 

Peter's. 

Fr. Martin had started several neighborhood groups throughout the Parish, 

each of Which was to have an active share in the equipping and beautifying of the en

larged Church. The Union Group, of l'lhich 14rs. G. R. Thornhill was Captain, undertook 

to furnish kneeling benches. The Clinton Group, with ~es. I. Neville Vickers, 

Wilbur D. Whitten and William Overbeck as leaders, undertook to aid the Altar Guild 

in providing carpet for the Sanctuary. The Lakeview Heights Group, the only one des

tined to sur ive, contributed handsomely to the building fund and presented a carved 

oak pulpit, Which was dedicated on October 29, 1922. The Prayer Desk and Stall of 

carved oak, harmonizing with the pulpit, were given through the efforts of some women 

led by Mrs. A. D. Hendrickson. Both gifts were from the studios of R. Geissler, Inc. 

The Corllllunion Rail was the gift of Mr. and Wrs. Edgar Broseman' s three sons, and was 

made in Mr. Broseman•s studio in Passaic. Deep green velour kneeling cushions for 

the Communion rail were given by the Altar Guild. 

The Thanksgiving Day offerings were set apart to start a fund for a pipe 

organ to be placed in the remodeled Church. 

The Annual Parish Meeting elections on December 11 accounted for the fol

lowing Vestry: E. L. Vreeland, Warden '23; Albert D. Cheston, Warden 124; Vestrymen 

Walter F. Nutt '23, Frederick E. James '23, Orloff 0. Dixon '23, Warren H. Bogart 124, 

iilliam R. Greenway '24, John G. Lea '24, William V. Negus 1 25, F. D. Austin 1 25, 

Robert N. Johnson '25. George Woolley was Choirmaster at this time. 

A note in ~The Parish Leaflet" said, "If you attend Service by wireless, 

you may send your offerings in by mail." 

At this time motion pictures were shown to the Sunday School regularly on 

Sunday, accou.'lting in part for a record enrollment. The projectors whe.n seen by 



30 Fr. Grambs upon his arrival in December, 1930, were not only antiquated, but wrecked 

by unknown boys, leaving nothing to be salvaged but one motor . 

1923 

On March 14 Attorney John Carlyle Barbour acknowledged a check in the mat

ter of the mortgage to Millie Carine Mi lls Nicholson. On the 26th the Men 1s Club 

paid for one-third share of the basketball and other apparatus to the American Legion, 

$52. Of the Easter Offering this year, amounting to $1,300, $500 was given by the 

Parish Aid. Miss Gertrude E. Anderson became Bra.nch Secretary of the G. · F. s. On 

June 5 the Church was re-roofed by William F. Dittrich at a cost of $187. On June 

14 a Lectern Bible, costing $29.15, was given in loving memory of Mary Jane Collinge, 

the gift of her children, Mrs. Frederick E. James, Wrs. Marion I. Reid, Mrs. L. Wax, 

Mrs. Wilbur D. Whitten, Mr. F. E. Ball, and Mr . F. Reginald Ball. The oak Lectern 

for the Bible, $105, with platfonn $40, was de~ivered by R. Geissler, Inc., on August 

20. 

On September 1 Fr. Martin resigned as Rector to become Superintendent of 

the Hospital of Saint Barnabas in Newark. 

1924 

On February 1 the Rev 1 d. William Hender$on Watts became Rector, coming 
Fr. Watts 

to Clifton from Saint Wary's, Haledon; and on February 3 he conducted his 

first Services in Saint Peter's. 

A sewer assessment on the Rectory property was paid on April 24, amounting 

to $32.50. On July 2 the J apan Reconstruction Fund offering was $32.19. On October 

3 Fr. Watts organized the Saint Peter's Auxiliary with ten or twelve ladies present. 

It was intended for a younger group than that which made up the Parish Aid, and while 

not definitely identified as a branch of the Woman's Auxil i ary, he hoped in time to 

lead it into some of the mis~onary program of that national organization. On Oct

ober 27 a new steam boiler was installed in the Rectory at a cost · of $140,95; but $60 

paid for the old boiler removed fram the Church prior to the building o-Ee the new 

Parish House, by J. G. Larson, President of the Clifton Sheet Metal Works, Inc., 

was used in part payment, leaving a net cost of $83. Miss Nicholson wrote on 

December 15 for the interest on the mortgage on Saint Peter's Parish House, whiCh 

she held. 



1925 

On February 4 a special Parish Meeting was held to inaugura te a drive to 

liquidate the $2,500 mortgage held by Miss Nicholson and a $200 note held by Mrs . 

Maud Ma,rtin. 

George Woolley's last Sunday at the organ was October 25. The following 

Sunday, November l, Donald Wilson had taken over the position. On December 16 at 

31 

the Parish Meeting a rising vote was taken to determine how the parishioners stood in 

re~rd to card parties in the Parish House. The Rector's disapprov-al had been voiced 

in Vestry meetings. The majority were in favor of the card parties. 

1926 

The Easter offering was $1,000. On A~t 1 Henry Julius Wilson first served 

as Lay Reader, in which capacity he continued until his removal to Ridgefield, Conn., 

in 1933. 

1927 

On January 30 a private Communion set was presented by Mrs. Marion Reid 

and dedicated in memory of Wilbur D. and Charles D. Whitten. Mrs. Wilbur D. Whitten 

gave the Ciborium in memory of her husband and of her son Charles. 

Joseph Winton Sheldon and Jerome Griswold VanGieson, Jr., were appointed 

Choirmaster and Organist respectively on February 11. 

The budget for this year included bills due $850 and deficit for 1926 

$800, a total budget of $6,942. 

1928 

The Rev 1d. Dr. Loariog-Clark conducted a Mission at Saint Peter's from 

February 26 to 29 inclusive. 

At a Vestry meeting on June 19 a second mortgage of $1,200 on the 

Rectory was considered, with the approval of Bishop Stearly, but never taken. James 

H. Bunting reported that a friend of his had said, in the face of the Pariah indebt

edness, "What is the matter with the Vestry at Saint Peter's? Why shouldn't every 

Vestryman give $100 toward the current debts, and wipe them out?• Josephl1C. Fibble 

said that such a move would necessitate his resignation so that a wealthy man could 

be elect ed in his place. In the end, each and every Vestryman was asked to •raise" 

$60 by July 15. 



.At the .Annual Parish meeting on December 10 Frederick E. James was 

elected Warden. Walter F. Nutt, Joseph C. Fibble, and George Hudson were elected 

Vestrymen for three years, and Dr. H. Hale Hollingsworth for two years. 

1929 

On February 22 Williams. Wilde, Mus. D., was engaged as Choirmaster as 

of March 1 at a salary of $30 a month. Donald Campbell Wilson received $15 a month 

as organist. 

1930 

On March 4 the Vestry voted to charge the Girl Scouts $10 a meeting to 

cover the cost of heat and light, and to demand the presence of a p~liceman at all 

meetings to prevent the boys from loitering around the premises. It resulted in the 

removal of the Girl Scouts, the largest troop in the City, from the Parish House, 

after they made an Easter offering of $10. 

On June 3 J. Walter Harvey, Treasurer, succeeded in getting the mortgage 

interest rate reduced to 5~. 

On June 14 the finances had reached such a state that Fr. Watts wrote to 

all the Vestrymen SUP~esting that the Church 11 sell the Parish House property. 

"This will make possible the wiping out of the mortg~ debt, the construc
tion of a more useful Parish House out of the Rectory, by using the full 
depth and width of the Rectory lot, and the bcying or building of another 
Rectory. 

"Unless What I here s~est is done, or some other method is found that 
will effect the same result, this Parish will simply drag along in the 
same old discouraging way---working its heart out for the Clifton Trust 
Company, instead of devoting its energies to the upbuilding of the Kingdom 
of God." 

On .August 8 Fr. Watts submitted his resignation to George Hudson, Warden, 

effective October 1, to accept appoin~ent on the City Mission staff of the Diocese 

of Newark. On October 14 the Vestry voted to call to the Rectorship the Rev'd. 

George Lorenzo Grambs, who was then Priest-in-charge of Saint Luke's, Ellwood City, 

and Saint .Andrew's, New Castle, Penna., in the Diocese of Erie. The call was ac-

cepted as of December 1. The Vestry had the Rectory redecorated before the arriv

al of the new Rector, the work being done by a Mr. Moreland for $130, but because 

of the poor workmanship, failure to remove old wall paper before putting on new, 

only $100 was paid. 
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Fr. Grambs arrived on December 2, jus t in time for a Vestry meeting that 

evening, a t which he was asked to accomplish two things: organize a Men's Club and 

get the several women's organizations to co-operate harmoniously instead of competing 

against each other as heretofor. The Annual Fair followed on Thursday and Friday, 

the 5th and 6th, and the Annual P rish Meeting the following Monday, the 9th. Harry 

M. Goodnow threw a bombshell into this last, to the confusion of the new Rector, by 

propesing that all members of the Vestry.t thent t~ office resign, and that meeting--

over 90 parishi oners were present---elect a Vestry in its entirety. Feelings were 

running high because he failed to get his purpose understood by those present. He 

later explained that the vestries of Saint Peter's had had the reputation of being 

chosen by the Rector. The Vestry, he maintained, was only representative of the 

whole Pariah. Therefore, there would be no doubt about the Whole Parish sharing any 

censure in the future that might be levelled at Rector and/or Vestry if they were 

elected in toto at that meeting. He saw no reason why the men then serving Should 

not be re-elected. The elections did not disburb the personel of the Vestry as 

then constituted, for all were re-elected whose terma expired. 

Although doubt had been expressed by Treasurer J. Walter Harvey as to the 

attendance, the new Rector inaugurated a Midnight Christmas Eve Eucharist w1 th candle

light. An attendance of over 200, crowding the Church even to chairs in aisle and 

crossing, dispelled all doubt about the place of such a Service in our calendar. 

1931 

Sta.rting with a January issue, the Rector mimeographed a monthly Parish 
11 The Key• 

paper, mailed to every family on the list of members and list of Sunday 

School pupils. Taking the symbol of our patron saint, he named it 11 The Key". 

Officers of the Parish at this time were: Henry Julius Wilson and Frederick 

Beach Farrier, Lay Readers; George Hudson and James Henry Bunting, Wardens; John 

Walter Harvey, Treasurer; Arno Fidele Haas, Clerk of the Vestry; Joseph C. Fibble, 

Church School Superintendent; Gertrude Estelle Anderson, ~asistant Superintendant; 

John Bartholomew Palatini, Church School Treasurer; WilliamS. Wilde, Mus. D., Choir-

master; Donald campbell Wilson, Organist; Charles Thomas Jaqua, Church School Secre

tary; and ~drian Leendert Kloet, Sexton. 



34- On January 6 it was reported at the Vestry meeting that a letter had 
Trevett Estate 

been received from the Orange County Trust Company of Middletown, 

N. Y., stating that Saint Peter's Church had been named residuary legatees in the 

will of the late Mary E. (Mrs. S. Russell) Trevett, one of the founders of the 

Parish. This letter cleared up the mystery about an earlier letter received by the 

Rector from a niece in Niagara Falls, asking the Church to see that certain needy 

relatives were taken care of. On February 3 the Vestry met with the legal represent-

atives of the Trevett family, who announced their intention of contesting the will. 

The Hon. John Carlyle Barbour was present as the counsel for the Parish. The estate 

and its contest were settled finally out of court by allotting 1/8 of the net es

tate to John Pollard, 80 years old, her only living brother, and another 1/8 to be 

divided between Mrs. Cheshire and Mrs. Phoebe Callers, nieces, after investigation 

of the financial condition of these relatives by Br adstreet's representatives. "The 

Newark Churchman" commented: 

Miith fine wisdom and generosity, the authorities of the Parish arranged 
for the setting aside of one-eighth of the net esta te for . the brother and 
the same amount for the nieces. The esta t e is no t a l ar ge one , and the 
amount coming to the Parish will, it is thought, be something over $6,000. 

"It is seldom th&t we hear in these days of persons relinquishing their 
rights in so Christian a spirit. The amount will be of great assistance 
in meeting the financial obligations of the Parish, and putting it there
by on a sound financial basis. Mrs. Trevett was one of the founders of 
the Parish, Which always had a great place in her affection." 

This was repea.ted in the national Church papers. The lawyers for Mrs. Trevett• s 

r .elati ves admitted they had 11 ttle hope of breaking the will. The real value of 

the estate was much less than its face value, because of the 1929 stock market 

crash. 

On January 25 the Young People's Fellowship was organized, and for most 

of the next nine years it was an active and prominent organization in the Church, 

attracting many from without its fold. Elmer John Burk was its first president; and 

under his leadership and later that of Charles Thomas Jaqua, the Y. P. F. had a good 

membership and good programs. 

On the 29th, at a spaghetti supper meeting, the Saint Peter's Men's ClUb 

of Clifton was organized, with about 55 men present. Their wish was for it to be 

a non-sectarian club for all the men of Clifton: an organization "not of the PariSh, 
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but in it". Only a few of its members were ever drawn from "without the fold". 

Thia was one of the first requests the Vestry made of Fr. Grambs, with the provision 

that all officers of the Club were to be chosen from men not serving on the Vestry. 

It sounds like a dodging of responsibility, but they had in mind interesting more 

men in the Church. Charles Florence Scanlan was elected President, Thomas William 

Rennyson Meshew Vice-president, Joseph Constance Jehl Treasurer, Maurice Beaumont 

Secretary, John Lincoln Cocker Financial Secretary, and Boy J. Schleich Chairman 

of the Entertainment Committee. For about six years it was a live organization with 
0.. Cl. 

definite annual affairs, including a minstrel show, beef-steak dinner, and Summer 

outing at San Jacinto Park. On April 15 the Club had the interior of the Parish 

House repaired and painted. Part of the work done was the furnishing of the stage 

with a new set of curtains in red and gold, financed by the sale of advertisements 

on a drop curtain. The bui~ding then looked so spic and span that Frederick William 

Van Albert volunteered his services and was appointed by the Vestry at its April 

meeting as Guardian of the Parish House. 

On March 5 the Rev'~. Mervin L. Wanner, Missionary from Saint Watthew'a 

Church, Fairbanks, Alaska, preached the sermon at Evensong. 

The unpaid bills of the Parish amounted at this time to over $1,200. 

There were three women's organizations whose prime purpose was to earn money for 

the Church. At the suggestion of the Rector, each, the Parish .Aid, the Lakeview 

Heights Group, and the Saint Peter's Auxiliary, were asked to raise $400. They ac-

cepted the challenge and accompHshed the ta.sk in a year's time. The Parish Aid, 

a small group of the older ladies, made $200 by serving dinners for a week to a 

government relief agency in ·our Parish House. 

On May 5 the Vestry voted to invite a Passaic Boy Scout troop, orphaned as 

for a meeting place and sponsor, to use our Parish House. Charles Cushman Cook of 

Saint Peter's was Scoutmaster. In Septa~ber, under the aegis of the Men's Club, 

they came to Saint Peter's; and they have had an almost constant record of first 

places in meets and courts of honor under Mr. Cook's leaderShip. In nine years they 

have never been known to be guilty of any damage to the Parish House. 

In June the Altar brasses and Processional Cross were refinished in a 
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0 brushed bronze, at the expense of the Altar Guild; and the Vestry arranged for an 

asphalt roof to be put on the Church, financed by a down payment and installments. 

In September the Men's Club, after some debate on the subject, gave the Church the 

ownership of the stage curtains. It had been a matter of contention for several 

months because of the rental fee fixed on them, hindering the renting of the audi-

tori'llm. 

An attempt to fo~ a Paren\-Teacher Association for the Church School re-

sulted in failure. 

At the November 5 meeting of the Vestry the Rector reported a visit from 

Tax Assessor John P. Vogler warning us that uhless the sewer assessment was paid by 

December 15, the Church property would be advertised for sale. The Vestry sa.w no 

way out. At the same meeting Dr. Wilde's services as Choirmaster were terminated 

as of December 1, owing to financial conditions. Mr. Wilson, the Organist, became 

seriously ill about December 1; and Joseph Winton Sheldon was re-engaged, this time 

as Organist and Choirmaster at a salary of $30 a month, just when he was needed. 

He had only then returned from several years' residence in Erie, Penna. In Decem-

ber Mr. Fibble had to relinquish his work as Church School Superintendent because 

of his removal to Hawthorne. Mr. Palatini was his successor. 

Mrs. Frederick W. Van Albert made and presented in memory of her parents 

a gree~superfrontal, burse, and veil. 

At the Annual Parish Meeting the pledges for Church support were reported 

to be $4,600, more than $1,000 better than last year. Wr. Sheldon was welcomed back 

to Saint Peter's. 

The Christmas offering amounted to $213.08. 

1932 

The Parish lost a valued friend and member in the death of Louisa (Hay-

cook) Wilkinson, who had been a member of the Dorcas Guild and Parish Aid. 

The Easter offering amounted to $738, of which the organizations gave $295. 

A rainstorm proved conclusively that the new roof for the Church, talked about the 

preceding year, would have to be put on if the interior was to be saved from ser

ious damage. On April 19 a contract was signed with the Tilo Roofing Company for 

the job at a price of $496. 



For some months the purChase of an inexpensive pipe organ had been under 

consideration, a brave undertaking in the worst of the Depression years. With an 

enthusiastic chairman in the person of Arno Fidele Haas, the campaign for the Organ 

Fund was started; the personal subscriptions of the Rector, Wardens, .festrymen, and 

a !ew others guaranteeing the down payment of $800. The contract was signed on l4ay 

7 with John Peragallo of Paterson, organ builder, for the installation of his studio 

two-manual demonstration pipe organ at a price of $1,800, $400 with the contract, 

$400 upon installation, and the balance in monthly payments of $100, starting October 

1st. The Rector suggestedtalling it the "All Saints Memorial Organ•, calling for 

contributions in the sum of $5 or its multiple to buy its 415 pipes in memory of the 

departed. The plan was adopted. The organ has six stops, a beautiful Vox Humana and 

real Oboe, and a total of 27 stop ke7s. 

The new pipe organ was installed and played for the first time at eleven 
Pipe Organ 

o'clock Morning Prayer on Sunday, June 19. This was followed by an or

gan recital on June 22 by John Mitchell and a choir festival on June 23 with the com

bined choirs of our Church and the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Paterson, 

Herman E. Martel, Organist; and George E. Blair, Choirmaster of the Westminster 

Choir, assisting Mr. Sheldon. 

It was learned that the Mary E. Trevett estate would be settled in the 

near future. Because of the depreciated market value of its securities, the Vestry, 

after consultation with bankers and Diocesan officials, deemed it best to hold them 

for appreciation. 

The new roof was on by Ma7 1. 

The Girls' Friendly Candidates Class was meeting on Saturdays under the 

leadership of Helen Jean Skrine. After years of faithful service, Mrs. Robert Perini 

resigned as directress of the Altar Guild in June, and was succeeded by Mrs. Charles 

Cusbnan Cook. 

During the Summer the City Council voted to waive the interest on our 

sewer assessment if it was paid in !ull w1 thin thirty days. $200 from the Parish 

Aid enabled the Church to do it, thereby saving $150 in interest cr~ges. 

A "Teaching Uission on the Great Commission" ·was conducted at Saint Peter's 



' t. by the Rev•d. Edward Cosbey, Rector of Saint Luke's, Paterson, from October 15 to 

19, the Rector conducting it at Saint Luke's on a Diocesan schedule of this program. 

Its purpose was to instruct the people on the organization and program of the 

Church, but it did not arouse much interest in Clifton. On Oct. 1'#-, 1/re Rev;/. Dr. 
l~'l'lj,•mi n M,..,.-f rrt WAs4be~rM W'4S consec'""'feJ. 8i.s~op Coo.J..j vtor of t~e Oio~s~. 

. Before moving to Ridgefield, Conn., in October, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Julius 

Wilson gave in memory of Agnes HoYS.rd (Clapp) Litchfield a framed steel engraving, 

Dore original, entitled nThe Dream of Pilate's Wife", for the Sacristry. 

The Rev'd. Dr. John W. Chapman, famous Alaska Missionary, preached at 

Morning Prayer on Sunday, October 30. 

$427 was realized by the Annual Fair in December. The Junior Choir, com-

posed of girls from the Church School and renamed the Saint Cecilia Choir, appeared 

on Christmas Day in new blue and white vestments, the gift of Mrs. Albert D. Cheston. 

The Y. P. F. had a large and enthusiastic membership with the following 

officers for 1933: Charles Thomas Jaqua, President; William Jackson, Vice-president; 

~eatrice Isabelle Haage, Secretary; and William Overbeck, Jr., Treasurer. 

1933 

Bishop Stearly made his annual visitation for Confirmation on New Year's 

Day, a Sunday, at 11 o'clock, with Holy Communion, the Rector as Celebrant, follow-

ing the Confirmation Service. Shortly after beginning his sermon at the usual place 

in the Communion Service, he called the Rector across the Chancel and whispered, 

"I think I had better stop at this place." Stricken with a heart attack, he was 

carried from the Pulpit to the Rectory. Dr. Herman Hale Hollingsworth, whose wife 

was in the Congregation, was summoned from their home across the street, and together 

with the Bishop's son-in-law, also a physician, brought relief to the Bishop so that 

he could be taken to his home in the car. He received Communion at the Rectory at 

the conclusion of the Church Service. This marked the end of BishowStearlyis acti~ 

Ministry; and it was a New Year's Day the Clifton Church will never forget. 

This first month Charles c. Cook and his son, Edward William, painted 

the Sacristry and made a new cabinet stand for the same. In February Mrs. Hollings-

worth presented the Church School with a book case. The Easter offering this year 

was $501. The old re~d organ and its electric blower were sold to Christ Church, 

Totowa, for $100, Which sum was applied to the new organ. It was said that the 



reed organ had been a gift to saint Peter's from Trinity, the Mother Church of 

Christ Church. If so, Saint Peter's owes the latter an apology for taking $100 

from them. 

On January 26 the Rector moved to accomplish the second of the tasks set 

before him by the Vestry When he came to Clifton: bring about co-ordination and 

co-operation between the women's organizations. On that date he effected a federa

tion of the Parish Aid, the Lakeview Heights Group, the Saint Peter's Auxiliary, and 

the Altar Guild under the name and program of .the Woman's AliXiliary. Tiith Mrs. 

Albert 0. Tsehudin as President, Vice-presidents were elected from each of the 

above-mentioned organizations. They were to meet once a month in the Parish House 

as the Woman's Auxiliary. The several groups were to meet separately at other 

times according to their schedules. 

Upon his recovery from a three months illness and two operations the 

Rector was elected in May to be Chairman of the Clifton Auxiliary to the American 

Mission to Lepers. 

About July 1 a cl oudburst flooded the Parish House basement with four 

feet of water, doing a great deal of damage, including the destruction of the 

Kindergar ten pi ano, fortunately replaced in September by another given by Mr. and 

Mrs. F. P. Domino. Thanks to the prompt action of Mr. Peragallo, the organ blower 

was saved, and thanks to the work of several of the men the muck was cleared away. 

The Rector was at the Wellesley Summer Conference in Massachusetts when this oc

curred. On July 9, returning from the same Conference, Yiss Nancy Chamberlain 

from saint Wark' a Mission, Dante, Va., spoke to the Congregation after Morning 

Prayer about her work among the mountaineers. On July 17 Evelyn Florence Kyse, 

assisted by Elizabeth sebring Harden, opened a two weeks' daily vacation Bible School. 

During the Rectorship of Fr. Grambs there was never a Sunday without its 

Holy Communion, and the cost for SUI11ller supply in the nine years has been only $5 

out of the Church treasury. This was accomplished by arrangements with neighboring 

clergy, the first of whom was the Rev•d. Gordon Tyron Jones, Rector of Saint Mary's, 

Haledon. The Communions were scheduled for 7:30 in Clifton and 8:30 in the other 

Churches. This enabled each, while the other was on vacation, to take the two Com

munions. 



40 In September John Todd Whitten made a sand table and an ~ltar for the 

Kindergarten. The .Altar was painted by the teacher, Marjorie ~na Dixon, and by 

;lames Walter Pruiksma. 

On Tuesday, November 14, the Organ Fund Committee under the chairmanship 

of Mr. Haas, s oonsored a vaudeville benefit show and dance at the High School, pre-

s•nted by John Martin and Mrs. Charles Henry Horn. Harold G. Hoffman, then Commis-

sioner of Motor Vehicles and later Governor of New Jersey, had promised to get the 

show together, but failed to do so. There was an array of stars from stage, screen, 

radio, and athletics, Marie Prevost being the headliner. ~ ' Tiekets were sold at $1 and 

$1.25, and the Organ Fund realized a handsome sum. 

In the Every Manber Canvass in November conditions were such because of 

the Depression that Treasurer Harvey and Chairman Grover Sherman Jaqua appealed to 

those whose losses were so extreme as to prevent regular giving in these words: 

11~dempty envelope can be more easily received and treated in confidence 
than an empty seat." 

1934 

In February a gift of fifty Prayer Books for the pews and a Chancel 

Hymnal and Prayer Book were received from the New York Bible and Prayer Book Society. 

The Wednesday Services this Lent were conducted as a "School of Prayer" in 

accordance with the program of the Diocese. 

Perhaps the first union Service of the Protestant Churches of Clifton was 

held on Good Friday, March 30, in Saint Peter's Church by invitation of the Rector, 

and with the hearty approval of Bishop Stearly. At the three-hour Service each of 

the local pastors gave the meditation on one of the Seven Words from the Cross. 

Those participating were: the Rev•d. E. D. Callendar of Trinity Methodist Church, 

the Rev' d. ~rthur C. v. Dangremond of the Clifton Reformed Church, the Rev• d. ~ddison 

c. Bird of the Lakeview Heights Reformed Church, the Rev 1d. Samuel H. Miller of the 

Calvary Baptist Church, the Rev1 d. George Wulfken of the ~thenia Reformed Church, 

the Rev•d. Le Roy Martin of Grace Methodist Church in Paterson, Fr. Jones of Saint 

Mary's in Haledon, and the Rector. The out-of-town pair were called in because of 

a shortage of Clifton clergy willing or able to take part. In succeeding years 

the Service was moved to other Protestant Churches in turn, always well attended, 



but attended best by Episcopalians only When held in the Pariah Church. 

This union Service was followed by another on Pentecost evening, also at 

the suggestion of the Rector, this time at the calvary Baptist Church. This also 

brought out such a good congregation that it became an annual Service, each of the 

Churches having it in turn, and always with an out-of-town preacher. 

On Friday, April 6, under the direction of Mrs. Charles C. Cook and Mrs. 

4t 

Robert Perini, the Players' Guild was organized. In association with Saint Clement's 

Men's Club o~ Hawthorne and Saint Mary's Players of Haledon, it presented on a circuit 

a three-act comedy, and later a more serious production. 

On Sunday, April 15, the preacher at Morning Prayer was the Rev'd. William 

B. Spofford, M~ng Editor of "The Witness", and lxecutive Secretary of the Church 

League for Industrial Democracy. 

Photographs of our Bishops and former resident Pastors bad been obtained, 

framed, and hung in the Sacristry by this time. 

With the permission of the Bishops and the Vestry, the Rector sought a 

Summer exchange in England by advertising in the ".Church Times" of London. The first 

of five responses brought it about with the Rev'd. I. W. J. McConnel, Vicar of Saint 

James's Parish, Staveley, Westmoreland, for the months of July and August, without 

expense to saint Peter's. !r. McConnel's first Service on July l brought out the 

largest Summer congregation in the history of the Church, 109 being present at 

eleven o'clock. He came quite unprepared for an American Snmmer, being dressed more 

suitably for March weather when Mr. Haas met him at the pier in New York, with the 

thermometer at 98 in the shade. He endeared himself to the entire Parish. He oc

cupied the Rectory alone, since Mrs. McConnel had remained at the Staveley Vicarage. 

The first coat of paint the Rectory bad in many years was applied in Oct

ober. And one Sunday morning in November Marjorie Anna Dixon came to the Rector 

before Church School to tell him that her father, Orloff Ormond Dixon, and William 

Riley Greenway had decided they would pay for the painting of the Church interior. 

They wanted no pUblic acknowledgement. A bid on the work was procured from a New 

York stu~io. Their price was $1,650 for repairing the ceiling and applying three 

coats of paint. The Rector got from them the color scheme and then went after local 

bids. George Kauppert of Clifton gave the Church two coats of paint, sea green 



42 walls and ivory ceiling, for $100, but only after the plaster had been repaired 

at an additional cost of $55. Later a third man, Clarence William Finkle, Jr., 

shared the expense. It was completed in time for Christmas. 

The 38th Jnniversary Dinner on Wednesday evening, November 21, was a 

notable affair, with 175 people present, including the Rev'd. Messrs . Todd, Martin, 

and Watts, and their wives. The outstanding part of the evening was the informal 

and L~promptu address by Captain Charles Williamson, head of a school for Merchant 

Seamen in Brooklyn, who as one of the founders had done so much to establish the 

Church in Clifton. He was accompanied by Mrs. Williamson. 129 registered. 

In memory of James Coleman, his family presented a Book of Remembrance 

for the recording of all memorial gifts, and it was later placed on an oaken 

"Calvary", made and presented by Grover Sherman Jaqua, Vestryman. 

On Christmas Day the final payment on the All Saints' Memorial Organ was 

made . Bohn Peragallo, the builder of the instrument, had been most lenient with the 

Church in extending the time for payments about a year and a half, and waiving all 

interest charges, for Which the Church was obligated. 

1935 

After several begging visits by the Rector to members of the Board of 

Education, that body voted to give Saint Peter's the old, unused bell in 

School 3 on the corner of Clifton Avenue and First Street, at that time abandoned 

because it was condemned as a fire trap. It is a Meneely bell of .good tonal qual

ity, weighing about 450 pounds. Newspaper accounts headlined the announcement with 

"Bell that called generations of children to school is now to call people to Worship." 

The difficult work of removing the bell from the school tower was done by John Todd 

Whitten with the aid of one helper. Mr. Whitten built the belfry so in harmony with 

the Church building that the day he completed the entire job of installing the bell 

and painting the belfry, he asked a passerby how he liked the belfry. The friend 

replied, "Why that's always been there, hasn't it?". The building had never looked 

complete without it. 

In February William Elliott "Monument" Brown had our Font cleaned to a 

much brighter appearance. 

On March 3 the Junior Brotherhood of Saint Andrew was organized w1 th an 



admission Service, to meet Sundays at ten o'clock under the leaderShi p of Joseph 

Reiher Jehl, M. D. The same month the Parish Aid paid for the erection of a sturdy 

metal fence along the back of the entire property, an effective check to the occas

ional damage the ChurCh suffered from time to time by irresponsible boys from the 

neighborhood. 

The freshly-painted walls of the Church put to shame the floor and pews, 

so at the instigation of Mrs. John B. Palatini, the saint Peter's Group (formerly 

Auxiliary) paid for the scraping o~ , tba~ Chbnch floor, by Kronquist at a cost of $30, 

the Duraseal and wax for refinishing it, and the varnish for the pews. The work, 

with the exception of the scraping of the floor, was done by Lewis Jacoba, watthew 

Joseph Janesk, and the Rector: a Jew, a Roman Catholic, and an Episcopalian, without 

further expense. 

Charles Williamson, founder, died at his home in Bergenfield ~MarChi. 

Fr. Martin and the Rector officiated at the funeral from Saint Peter's. 

For the permanent historical records of the Parish, Joseph Henry Pawson 

presented a leather-bound loose-leaf minute book. 

On Sunday, MarCh 31, the All Saints Memorial Organ was dedicated at a 

special Service at eleven o 1 cloek, followed by a recital by John MitChell, then 

Organist at Saint Luke's, Paterson. 

43 

On Good Friday, April 19, the Players' Guild presented in the Pariah Houae 

Charles Rann Kennedy's "The Terrible Meek" to a capacity audience under the direction 

of Mrs. Cook. The lighting 

on the Cross in the closing scene, rather the final 

Seaalen, Jr., a most difficult part. Four years later, people still speak of that 

play. 

The Belfry, built as a memorial to James Coleman, with a gift of $50 from 

his family and about $65 from funeral offerings, was to have been dedica ted on Low 

Sunday, but it had to be postponed one week because of the death of the Rector's 

father. 

On Way 5 three Altar windows, with the figures of the Blessed Virgin, 

the Good Shepherd, and Saint Peter, in memory of Mrs . Mazie Julia (Barkley) White; 

and a medallion window at the Epistle side of the Altar designed on the theme of 



44 "Suffer the little children to come unto We", in memory of Paul Leon Imhoff; the 

Belfry, and the Bell were all dedicated at 11 o'clock Eucharist. The windows were 

made by Frank W. Riley in his Paterson studios, and are of the best English and 

French glass. Mr4.White had been killed in an automobile accident, the previous 

September, the Rector having returned from England just in time for the funeral. 

This woman was not only highly respected in her own community but had friends far and 

wide. In her later years she had returned to Columbia University for her Master of 

Arts degree, and her oil paintings and other works of art had been hung in art 

galleries all over the country. Neighbors and friends made up the memorial fund, 

people of all creeds. The Imhoff window was especially appropriate, since it was 

Fr. Martin's cheery greetings to Um,. Max Imhoff that leddh&r~ toohave both her boys 

brought up in Saint Peter's. Paul Leon had been baptized at Saint Peter's, and while 

still a child an automobile ran him down and brought his earthly life to a close. 

Mr. Riley wanted to install a ftth window on the Gospel side of the Altar 

for the sake of balence, to be paid for at our convenience. The Rector resisted 

the temptation, fortunately, for the fifth window, another medallion on the theme 

of the Incarnation, was pla.ced and dedicated on Whitsunday, June 9, the gift of 

Mr . and Mrs. Arthur William Swain in loving memory of their daughter, Florence Clara, 

who had died while the Rector was in England. 

In August the monthly publication of Saint Peter's was changed from a 

mimeographed bulletin to a printed magazine, the private enterprise of the Rev'd. 

WilliamS. Banks of New Rochelle, N. Y., under the name of "The Parish Herald", a 

name that had to be adopted because this edition was but part of a. larger one serv

ing other parishes in the East. Four pages were devoted to local news, and it was 

supported entirely by the advertising, without expense to the Pariah. It had a 

mailing list of over 300, and was continued for three years. 

Almo&t 200 Pence Cans were distributed in August, into which each family 

was asked to put a penny per meal. They were to take the place of a Fair, and 

brought in $266.71 on the first call. 

On September 1 John B. Palatini and his family moved to a farm near 

Towanda, Penna., a great loss to the Church, because of the many services of Mr. 

and Mrs. Palatini. A second attempt to form a Young Marr ied Couples organization 



resulted in failure. Russell Everett Planck, Jr., was licensed as Lay Reader. Al- !J5 
though he was only in his sixteenth year, his ability as a public speaker had been 

recognized in school and Church, as well as his excellent schola.rship. It was his 

desire to enter upon studies for Holy Orders, throwing aside his earlier choice of 

a law career, and he read widely and wisely about the Church. At the same time he 

visited the Church's monasteries, other institutions and parishes. After working a 

year in a New York bank, he met with some obstacles, mostly financial, in the way of 

his matriculating at college, read some books on the Roman Church, and finally de-

cided upon the latter. 

On October 10 a Girl Scout Troop was started under the leadership of 

Isabelle Kiss. On the 13th the Rt. Rev•d. the Missionary Bishop of Cuba, Dr. Hiram 

Richard Hulse, was preacher at Morning Prayer. He had just returned to the States 

at a time of great political disturbance on the Island, and with first-hand informa-

tion of the earthquE{lte, tidal ws.ve, and hurricane. Because of a Holy Name parade 

in Clifton that afternoon, almost every attempt to get him back to New York by car 

was thwartea by the well-intentioned Clifton police, who insisted on directing the 

car to the reviewing stand. 

Six quatrefoil symbols in rich color, copies from the London Temple, were 

placed in panels on either side of the Jltar, the gift of Frank W. Riley, in October. 

On October Z, the Rev 1 d. Dr. Theodore R. Ludlow, was elected Suffragan 

Bishop at a special Diocesan Convention. s,shof s+eAYI'1 retired. from He Bis~oprt'cof 
IV•wa.'"k 01"1 Nov.S, a.nJ..wQ.~ SvceeeJe,\. b'1 ljisho ·p "'-.!.hbvrn 

On Sunday, November 10, the Rector dedicated in memory of his father, 

Theodore Victor Gramb s, a dosaal of I tali an tapestry with red vel vet orphreys, the 

gift of the Rector and friends in the Parish. 

On Christmas Eve six hand-wrought brass candle sticks, the workmanship of 

Joseph Philip Riehle, were dedica.ted, the gift of the Riehl family. 

1936 

In Ja.nuary a Boys' Choir was organized with eleven members, and the Athenia 

(should have been •Richfield") Group for the younger married women of Saint Peter's 

living in the RiChfield section. The name was later changed to "Saint Catherine's 

Guild" because its membership was drawn from all parts of Clifton. On the 5th a 

water cruet, the gift of l.irs. James Sk:rine and family, was dedicated in memory of 



46 Jean 0. Halsall. On April 26 an Altar spot light, presented .by the Lakeview Heights 

Group in memory of their departed member, Isabel (Carol) Barker, was dedicated. 

The Saint Cecilia Choir had had in a short while five different directors 

following the resignation of Janet Martha Cook on account of illness, and for a short 

time Miss Cook resumed leadership this month. 

On the last page of the May nunber of 11 The Parish Herald" the Rector made 

answer to the urgings that he permit 11Bingo" at Saint Peter's to make money for the 

Church. 

"On this subject the Rector will always take a firm stand against anything 
that tends to compromise the dignity of our Episcopal Church and kill the 
spirit of sacrifical giving on the part of parishioners. In the first 
place, befor e your present Rector came to the Parish, the Vestry made a 
promise to Bishop Stearly not to pe~it it in Saint Peter's. In the second 
place, it is a practise which hardly fits into the picture of the Church 
which is the Bride of Christ, . the Church which had countless martyrs who 
gave freely of everything, even their lives. Too many parishioners have 
pointed to other Churches which run Bingo parties, raffles, etc., and said, 
"They do it, Why can't we?". If the members of Saint Peter's Church do 
not love the Church enough to support it with their voluntary GIVING, . the 
doors had better be closed than resort to ~ch an unsocial pra~ se as any 
fo~ of gambling. It is easier to get money that way, but Christian liv
ing is harder, and it is the harder way that pleases God and brings greater 
satisfa.ction to the Christian. If the Church ever becomes the same as 
the world, it will cease to attract those Whom Christ attracts, and it will 
be an apostate Church. Let us uphold the dignity of the One, Holy, cathol
ic, and Apostolic Church." 

This was not intended for the general public, but Harry Grossman, Clifton editor 

of liThe Paterson Evening News" saw in it a front page story because of the increasing 

number of "Bingo" parties in other Churches, and it landed on the front page of his 

paper, to be reprinted a day or so later in 11The Passaic Herald-News 11 • It was mostly 

Roman Catholics who came to the Rector and expressed sympathy with his stand be-

cause they 11 were fed up with it" in their own Church. 

A few weeks later one of the columnists of 11The Passaic Herald-News" re-

ported a threat of a lawsuit a~inst the Church for the violation of our property 

lines. This was a way of getting even, Ed Reardon told the Rector, for the attack 

on what had become a recognized means of raising money in another Communion. The 

suit never did materialize. At the Diocesan Convention this year or in 1937 ~r. 

Hamilton of Saint Paul's, Pa terson, introduced a resolution condemning games of 

chance in the Church, the adoption of which only put the Convention on record as 

being opposed to it. The denunciation of gambling by Bishops Washburn and Ludlow 

I 



-
in the 1938 Diocesan Convention did more to discourage gambling in the Episcopal 

Diocese of Newark than anything else. 

On April 26, Sunday, a funeral pall of purple velvet with a gold silk cross 

and edging wati dedicated in memory of David McLean, the gift of his family. Jeremiah 

P. Quinlan, undertaker and friend of the Parish, furnished the velvet as his gift. 

~argaret Cook of the Altar Guild did the needle work. 

On Sunday, June 14, the . Choir of the Russian Orthodox Church of the Three 

Saints, Garfield, came to Saint Peter's for a Vesper Service of Russian music. The 

Very Rev 1d. John N. Telep, Pastor of thet Church, preached the sermon. 

In September the Saint Peter's Group, membership dwindling, discontinued 

its separate existence so that is members could enter fully into the Woman's Auxil

iary and enable the latter organization to meet twice a month. In October Kenneth 

A. Broseman redecorated and furnished the basement guild room for the Kindergarten 

class. His gifts included a linoleum rug, sand-table top, cupboards, and wooden 

cut-outs. 

On All Saints' Day, Sunday, November 1, a new carved oak Altar Rail was 

dedicated in memory of Charles Thomas Jaqua, the gift of his parents • . 

On Saturday, November 7, Bishop Washburn solemnized the marriage of the 

Rector and Myrtle Jane Wood at the Church. 

On November 12 the Parish Aid followed the example of the Saint Peter's 

Group in disbanding. Its membership was getting smaller. 

On Sunday evening, November 15, Dr. Hamilton, who was present at the 

first Service in Sa.int Peter' a Church on September 17, 1899, and at subsequent an

niversary celebrations, was the 40th Anniversary Preacher at Evensong. Archdeacon 

Ladd was to have been present in the morning, but the condition of his health pre

vented. 

The Annual Parish Meeting on November 30 voted to petition Assembly.woman

elect Nan B. Donahue to sponsor legislation to permit women of legal age to serve 

on governing boards of Churches in New Jersey. Nothing came of the petition. 

On Christmas Eve a IVth Century grisaille type stained glass window con

taining the Cal vary Group and symbols of our Lord's Passion, over the Church door, 

was dedicated in memory of Joseph and Jennie Holmes, Elizabeth (Holmes) Holefelder, 



4S and William Lattimer, the gift of Wr. and Wrs. Jrno Fidele Haas, and the work of 

the Riley Studios. 

1937 

George N. Collins had followed Mr. Palatini as Superintendent of the 

Church School, but he asked to be transferred to an .Anglo-Catholic parish in the 

Fall of 1936. Oliver Ellsworth Tainter, who had recently been confir.med, was named 

to the post in January, succeeding Mr. Collins. Gertrude E. Anderson, after years 

of . faithful service in the School, had just tendered her. resignation as ~ssistant 

Superintendent. For a while she became ~ssistant Superintendent at Saint Stephen's 

Mission, Delawanna. 
f"(a't3l . 

On Jw.Ae 1 John B. Palatini died at his farm near Towanda, Penna. His 

body was brought to the Rectory so ths. t he could be burt ed from the Church he loved 

so well. 

On the Fourth Sunday in Advent there was a Service of Evensong at four 

o'clock, followed by a free supper and the deco~tion of the Church for Christmas. 

Evening Services had been discontinued this year after seven years of discouraging 

attendance •. The Service just mentioned, however, has become an annual custom. 

In December a plan was adopted by the Vestry to liquidate the mor~gage 

indebtedness through the sale of blocks of mortgage to the parishioners. The blocks 

sold for $283.33 cash or $333.33 on a five-year installment plan. For each block 

of the mortgage the Church was to take out a $500 insurance policy. Mter two weeks 

solicitation over $6,000 was subscribed in February. Later the total reached 

$10,500. 

1938 

~t the call of the Rector, seven clergymen of Clifton Churches met in 

our Parish House on Wednesday morning, March 10, to plan for the fifth union Good 

Friday Service and to organize a local ministerium. The Rector was offered the 

presidency, but declined because he held that office in the Paterson Clericus, and 

accepted the office of Secretary. He had been known as "the summoner" of the local 

pastors when they met as occasion required. The new organization adopted the name 

proposed by Fr. Grambs, the Clifton Clergy Club, with meetings scheduled monthly, 

later quarterly, and eventually only at the call of the President and the Secretary. 

\ 



Starting Passion Sunday, April 3, the Rev'd. Dr. Bernard !d~ines Bell, 
49 

Mission 
Preaching Canon of Saint John's cathedral ; Providence, R. I., preached a 

five-day Mission on the topic, "God for Thinking, Troubled People". The Mission 

program included daily Communion Services at 7:00 and 9:30, and at 8:00 in the even-

ing an informal Mission Service, 11 no ritual, no choir, old hymns that everyone 

knows, special intercessions,. question box, and instruction. 11 The topics were: 

Sunday, "Wan": Monday, "God"; 'Tuesday, "The Kingdom of Jesus"; Wednesday, "Morals 

and Grace"; Thursday, "The Crusade for God". The W. ssion was preceded by a campaign 

for the enlistment of every parishioner, and resulted in a filled Church every 

night and a special Confinnation Class for ~dults that was presen~ed to Bishop Wash-
• / :J , / 

burn in June. Also as a result of the Mission, Wilton Lockwood of Saint Paul's, 

Paterson, presented the Rector with a set of white brocaded silk Eucharistic vest-

menta, which were dedicated on Saint . Simon's & Saint Jude's Day, Sunday, Way 1. 

The Mission paid for itself out of the nightly offerings, and was probably res ponsi-

ble for the larger Easter offering. 

It had taken the Rector about a year and a half to get Dr. Bell to consent 

to come for the Mission. 

In June the Parish. House was leased to five Masonic or~nizations for 

their meetings, for a term of five years, starting in. September; and later a sixth 

was added, making the total rental $1,500 a year, for 13 meeting nights a month. 

This necessitated alterations in the Parish House and the purchase of chairs for 

lodge purposes, at an estimated cost of $2,500, actually nearer $2,900. After meet-

ing refusals from the Clifton Trust Company and the Federal Housing Administration, 

The Clifton National Bank made the loan on a note with the endorsements of the 

Rector and Vestrymen plus the Trevett Estate securities as collateral. So that a 
y.Jtll.'O 

part time Sexton could do the work, an oil burner was in stalled; and the floorAre-

finished. William Von Seggern, Master of the Lodge, contributed the paint for the 

interior and exterior of the Parish House. The labor was done by about eight volun-

teers, including the Rector. Elmer Ellsworth Burk was responsible for bringing about 

this arrangement, the income of which in a few years ought to be of. great help to 

the Parish. August J. Rahm, architect and good friend of the Parish, donnted his 

services, worth some hundre4s of dol1ars. The original intentions in building the 



50 Parish House were now being realized, to get an income from it that would help wipe 

out the cost of its erection. In September, 1939, the Clifton Woman's Club was add-

ed to the tenants on a one-ye r lease, increasing the total regular revenue to 

$1,650 a year . 

On Sunday, December 18, Gladys Mary Ross, Missionary to China, Business 

Manager of Saint Elizabeth's Hospital for Women and Children in Shanghai, home on 

furlough and visiting her sister, Mrs . Frank Jephcote of this Parish, told about her 

work and war experiences at Morning Pra7er. 

1939 

This year brougnt some interesting speakers and preachers to Saint Peter's. 

On Friday, February 24, Lill7 H. Harper, noted New York Scu~ptress, who had made a 

world-famous Font for a mission in Alaska, addressed the women of Clifton at the 

World Day of Prayer in saint Pet er's Church. On April 3, Monday, Sister Elisa Monica, 

C. S. J. B., spoke to the women and girls of the Parish on the life of the Religious 

and the work of her Community, after the annual Girls' Friendly Society Quiet Hour 

in the Church. On Sunday, ·september 34, J. VanWie Bergamini, architect, serving 

our Church in China and Japan, was the preacher at Morning Prayer by permission of 

BiShop Washburn. On Sunday, November 12, the Rev 1d. John s. Baldwin, 0. H. C., was 

preacher at Morning Prayer. As far as known, Sister Elisa Monica and Father Baldwin 

were the first Religious to ~isit Saint Peter's. 

In the decade, 1920 to 1930, Clifton had the distinction of being the fast-

est growing City in the State, most of the growth, however, being in the far-removed 

sections of Rosemawr, Allwood, Richfield, and Albion Place . These past ten years 

it was the fastest-growing colliDunity, at least in Passaic County. With this in mind, 

the Rev'd. Addison c. Bird, Pastor of the Lakeview Heights Reformed Church, and the 

Rector tried to get the local clergy interested in a Church census of the City. 

After several meetings and after getting seven clergymen enlisted in the project, 

it came to an end, perhaps only temporarily, because of the attitude of one of the 

pastors. 

In October, after a lapse of one year, the monthly pUblication reappeared 

as a mimeographed bulletin under the name of "Saint Peter's Pewspaper11 • The original 
t ou r . 

name, "The KeyM, had been given ~years befoto.e to the mimeographed weekly bulletin 
J 



distributed at Church every Sunday up to the last Sunday of Fr. Grambs rectorship. 

The purpose of the weekly bulletin was to eliminate all announcements from Church 

Services. 

On October 3, a Tuesday, Bisho p Ludlow came to Saint Peter's at 2:30 for 

a "Bishop's Day 11 with our people. This had been a standing offer of our Bishops for 

about a year. In the afternoon he met with the women of the Church, and the hospital-

ity of the ladies' or~nizations was perfect. In the evening he met with the Vestry 

at dinner in the Rectory and their monthly meeting afterwards in the Perish House. 

A.Young People's Fellowship Bal~owe 1 en Dance on Saturday, October 28, 

proving unsuccessful, resulted in a shake-up of the or~-nization which left a remnant 

of loyal young people, mostly not associated with the Parish, but still functioning 

and growing. 

A Guild of the Christ Child for pre-school children under the leadership 

of Wrs . Raymond Van Orden, was started in December. 

Fr. Grambs submitted his resignation to the Vestry at a special meeting 

after Morning Prayer on Sunday, December 31, effective February 1, to accept a call 

to Trinity Church, Bayonne. James Walter Pruiksma, Clerk of the Vestry, in writing 

of the Vestry's acceptance, said, 

"The prospects of a brighter financial future are good and shall soon be 
realized. It is too bad that you will not be here to enjoy the fruits of 
your labor. However, may they be a blessing unto you." 

1940 

The Church School had been superintended by John Gilmore for about a year, 

but now because of his work taking him to Washington so frequently, he had to re-

sign. On January 14 Reginald A. Holton, who had only recently come to Saint Peter's 

from a parish in Buffalo, accepted appointment as Church School Superintendent. At 

the same time, Stewart Edward Luques accepted the -office of Treasurer of the School. 

Mrs. Holton began almost immediately to revive the Junior Choir, this time including 

boys. Too much praise cannot be showered upon Evelyn Florence (Kyse) Van Gieson, 

who for several years had done much of the work of teaching and establishing a high-

er standard of excellence in the Church School. In many ways she served as Assist-

ant Superintendent, but her title was and is Director of Religious Education. She 

has brought much of her professional experience into t he service of God's Kingdom 



52 and in the spirit of using her talents for the One Who gave them to her. 

The Parish gave a farewell reception to Fr. and Mrs. Grambs on the even

ing of Saint Paul's Day, Thursday, January 25, with a generous gift of silverware 

and china to the Rectory couple • 

.At Morning Prayer on Sunday, January 28, the Rector read at his last Ser

vice that portion of the history up to December, 1930, the beginning of his Ministry 

in Saint Peter's. 

\ 
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The Rev. Louis s. Luisa became Rector of the Parish on June 1, 1949. 
The Parish was without a Rector since February 1949. 

A reception and welcome was rendered the new Rector and his family 

a few days after he had moved into the Rectory. 

In Au gust of the same year the Rector called a special ~ee ting of 

the Vestry to consider a request that the Vestry provide him with an 

office in the Parish House. After some consideration as to the cost, and 

over some opposition on the part of a member, it was agreed: 

1. To erect a new Senior choir room on the sta e of the Parish 

house. 2. To pl ace a door on a tiny room next adjoining a seri~s of 

closed c l osets in the Parish House. 

3. Bi ll Plokhooy was given the job to make the room and install 

the door. 

La te summer of 1949 the sub ject on whether or not to have a Fair 

was brought up=-and the Rector suggested .that we undertake to have a 



tsn, enbo e e' ' - - but wha is J an ore e ':' 7' w que s t on often .,, ske 

fter u ch e xp l n t ion was set f r the early part of e c . 1.7 49 . 

m e J mb e e prove~ 0 e comple t e su c c - ~ s i n e e r y wa 

1950 

. otl er J a.mboree ·l- s he ld in Dec . 9 50- - th s oo wa. s omp le te 

succe. ::> ' the Cor:1:n i ttc e headed by i ess rs .; ndy ~~ no .nd C et 3ania an d 

a or.. osit8 s ro up of men ,,_nd women cle.:l re d ovBr ;~1,025 . 00 .. 

The J.ector received the fo l lov in2; llppin ~ s frao t e ~ev . ~ r . 

:.c. tin on 5/9/50 

, 
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A new g uild ha ll att ached to St. 
Pe te r's cha pel. CliftotL \l" · opened 

!
list nigh t wi th service or benedic tion 
followed by a social hour. The guild 
ha ll whic h will help the socia l life of 
the church is one of the most commo· 
dfous In thi s diocese. It is fi nished In 
Georgia pine a nd cos t $1 ,665. 

The ll'ork on the building was ooguu 
two month s ago afte r the consent of 
the s tanding committee to huild the 
hall had been secured by the pr iest 
In charge the Hc v. Enos .J. Ba lsey, 

I M St. Luke 's church, Sout h Pate rson. 

1 
Through the kindn<'ss of General 

Htrc! \V. l:ipcncer, a iricnd of the con· 
gtegatlon from Its Ince ption and one 
of the steady con tribu tors to the 

church t he money to e rect the hullding 
was secured. 

Besides providing a good ~ iz d hall 
whtch wlll be used for the session , of 
the Sunday school as well as socia l 
events, the hall has an Hl t·to-dtlt e 
kitche n which has bee n fnrni sed with 
tho necessary appu rtenances. The 

stands le ng th wise across 
reiU' of 1 hp clutne l lti 
a-.. .. .-~ - r :incctell with 
a door. 

Bes1aes the l>ene<liction l5ervice 
las t nighl there were sc ,· ra t acl· 

dre ·ses by cl'ergymen who have bee •. 
Inte rested in Sl. Peter's from the time 
f Its organization. These were the 

Rev. Wllliaru P. Enu:s, rector of the 
cbureh of ttle ResuJ'I'ection, Richmond 
Hill , L L, form erly of S t. 1\larl<'s 
church, Paterson; the He •' · \\' ill lam 
A. Long, of Arlin~ton: th e Hev. Leon 
ard W. S. Stryk ~?r ot: this cit y and 
the Re v. R. F . Kell rm a n, curate n f 
St .. John chnrch. t his cit~· anti forme~ 
lay readerl5 of Ht. Pe te r' s . 

llr. Ral scy cmulnc tcd the hPnc tlic
tlon se rvice. This cons is ted ot' se ve r· 
ai hymns anrt appro pt·ra te cmoe<~ l s 

!!letting forth the huilclin ~ for the uses 
for which It was e rected. 'fhe ad
dresses we re lan:!;e ly cong ratulatory. 

J\lr. Evans helped to organize the 
mission and conducted th e first se1·· 
\' Ice In the chape l which was the n lo· 
cat ed over the post offi ce oppos ite the 
Erie station. The first ~a th erlng was 
that or a Sunday school at the home of 
George 'I'. Anderson. who afte rwards 
becam E> lay rt>ade t· of th e pa ri sh. 

1\lr. Evans continued iu cha rge of 
"ltrc- w or k unt il h <? was ca lled to th f' 
Richmond Hi ll church. This wn s afLe r 
the C'hapel In Clifton a\·enne hart hl"c n 
erected . Du l'!11<! thi s ti m<' th R 'lv. 
~. s tmrn, t·c :lo t· c•f GL .l. h 11's 
church. P;•rliVlll c. nroold~· u. ami the 
Re v. William A. Long-, had chan; of 
the worli I'm· a time. 

Mr. Ralsey follow ed Mr. Evans as 
priest In charge and he ha s heeu ns
slsted h~· SCVCI'<ll 1:1~· rcad P. rs , i\tr. Ke l
lerman, who is now a prh•s t. muf the 
pr<'Rent lncnmhe nt. Mr. \\' il son, hein~ 
among th em. 

St. Pe te r 's Is a tlio<".<'l" lan mt~~lon 
the diocese Of l\' <~Wark hclpiu g to RUJl- ! 
port It hy a contributio n each year. l i 
Is govc t'n <'d b~· an advi sory hoa n l Coho 
pos<'d of the priest in chnrge, C'harle!! 
Williamson, .fl.,lvln \Vebh. H . r.. \\'eekK, 
E . 'I'. We lls imtl A. D. f'h es ton. 

I The social pnrt of th e cxcrc:ises last 
·d until a la te hour. Da nc iug wns 

enjoyed for some time a nd thc u the 
wom~?n of the church Rcn •ecl re fresh· 
meltts. Lette rs of r egre t we re •·e;HI 
from Bishop L ines and seve ral others 
Interested In the mission. 


	img051
	img052
	img053
	img054
	img055
	img056
	img057
	img058
	img059
	img060
	img061
	img062
	img063
	img064
	img065
	img066
	img067
	img068
	img069
	img070
	img071
	img072
	img073
	img074
	img075
	img076
	img077
	img078
	img079
	img080
	img081
	img082
	img083
	img084
	img085
	img086
	img087
	img088
	img089
	img090
	img091
	img092
	img093
	img094
	img095
	img096
	img097
	img098
	img099
	img100
	img101
	img102
	img103
	img104

